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Acts 2: Church Council 

What is God doing in these Verses? 
The author is recalling or retelling the promises of God as he goes through a "creed" like 
recollection of what God has done in Jesus Christ 

What do the people of Faith do? 
They immediately get baptized and they were persevering in the doctrine of the apostles, 
and in the communication of the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

And there was great fear! 

And the congregation had all things in common; their possessions and goods they sold and 
divided them to all, according as everyone's need. 

What key lessons should any church learn/remember from these verses? 
Chapter 38: Peter’s rally cry!  Do penance, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins; and you shall receive the give of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 2: Prayer Circle 

 Don’t be afraid. With the Holy Spirit, you can achieve all things.
 Without the Spirit, you can’t do anything.
 Fellowship draws believers together in their faith.
 We’re there for each other.
 Do fellowship in your own world.
 We’re helping those we’re in fellowship with.
 Do what you can - help people, send cards.
 Share our faith stories.
 Realize the Holy Spirit is within you, giving you strength.
 Realize what the Holy Spirit does and when it happens. Identify the God-moments in

your life.
 God reaches out to everyone everywhere, and He uses people of faith to do it.
 Peter denied Christ. Paul opposed Christ. Yet they both ended up working for Him.
 Our country is fractured, but God is in control.
 Church is not the first thing people do any more, but those who attend church and its

various groups still benefit from it.
 Be the apostles.



 Be an example to others. 
 Every little bit helps. 
 Realize we’re not alone. 
 It’s not easy to be a Christian; we all must take part. 
 Share, pray, and eat together. 
 Take care of each other. 
 Remember the needy. 
 Be optimistic!    
  

 

 
Acts 10: Zooming with Jesus 
 
1. What is God doing? 
God sent a vision to Cornelius and Peter and an invitation to the Gentiles 
God surprises us and those outside the expected boundaries. 
God sets the boundaries and not people and what we think is acceptable – no partiality from 
God 
God is for all people, not the few. Baptism is for all who receive the Holy Spirit. 
God works through people even if they don’t realize that. 
 
2. What did the people of faith do? 
Tell the story of what God has done 
Invitation to stay and have fellowship 
People are open to learning and sharing 
All the people gathered with Cornelius learn who Jesus is 
There is room for being puzzled and not understand what God is doing at the time, it’s OK 
to question. 
Look for God in everyday life and living, there is presence in ways we don’t really think 
about. 
 

 
 

Acts 10: Breakfast Group 

1. What is God doing? 

A. An angel appeared to Cornelius, sent by God. The angel told him to send for 

Peter. 

B. God sent many animals, clean and unclean, to Peter. God told him 3x that is was 

permissible for him to eat the non Kosher animals. 

C. Through the Holy Spirit, God told Peter about the men that Cornelius sent to 

him. 

D. After Peter shared the Good News, God sent the Holy Spirit to Cornelius and his 

men. 

 

2. What do the people of faith do? 



A. Pray; both Cornelius and Peter prayed faithfully to God. We talked about prayer 

and answers to prayer. Why are some people saved in an accident and some not? 

It was expressed that this was probably not God’s will. One person said that a 

previous pastor said that God answers all prayer with Yes, No, or Slow.  

B. Both Cornelius and Peter listened to God. 

C. Obedience without hesitation. They were told what to do and immediately acted 

on it.  

D. They implicitly trusted the messenger. There was discussion of how that applies 

today. How do we know that “messengers” are really from God e.g. 

televangelists, other preachers and lay people. How do we know that something 

is God’s will for us? Is God speaking to us or is the message man made? It was 

expressed that believing the message is somewhat dependent on our feelings 

about the messenger and about the feelings in our hearts. 

E. Peter questioned God. 

F. Both men and their communities extended hospitality. Jews and Gentiles stayed 

together. 

G. Peter related the story of Jesus, his life and good deeds and miracles, and his 

death and resurrection. 

H. Cornelius and his fellow Gentiles began to speak in tongues and then were 

Baptized. There was discussion about the practice of speaking in tongues. 

 

3. What key lessons would you say any church should learn/remember? 

A. Pray and praise God!! 

B. Listen to God and to others to understand where they are coming from. 

C. Try to be aware of when God works in our lives, in our everyday lives, in nature, 

etc, and thank Him. 

D. Demonstrate hospitality to others, perhaps breaking church protocols. 

E. Show no partiality to other groups. No one group is more important than another 

and we all matter to God.         

There was conversation about problems our church has had in the past, and how 

they have been overcome. There was talk about fund raising:  Spaghetti dinner 

with free will offering, Silent auction, Garage sale. It was agreed that we are a 

small but active congregation and that change happens from time. My final note 

reads, “Believe, trust and praise God!” 

       

 

 
 
 
 



Acts 16: Green Team 
 
Introduction  

We believe that our Pastor’s thoughts on assigning significant Biblical passages to be reviewed and 

considered by small subgroups within the Congregation is a very good way of promoting a spirit of 

community as well as increasing our knowledge of the Bible.  As members of the Green Team, we 

are honored to have been selected as one of the first groups chosen to undertake this exercise.   

We have been asked to make note of actions undertaken by people within a given passage, actions 

taken by members of the Trinity within those passages, and what messages or enduring lessons 

might we have learned from these verses. 

Our assignment is to review Chapter 16 within the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, perhaps 

officially verses 16-40.  However, since key characters were introduced and indeed acts of divinity 

were performed within verses 1-15, we would like to make note of some of those developments as 

well. 

Also, we would like to make mention of certain reference materials which might help highlight these 

times and note how other historical events fit in, or provide a bit more information about significant 

characters within Chapter 16. 

Events 

We note that in the earlier verses, we meet Timothy in the town of Lystra.  Timothy’s mother is 

Jewish; his father is Greek.  As Timothy is considered a talented young man, he is selected to join 

the group headed by Paul and Silas which will deliver the decisions made by apostles and 

elders back in Jerusalem to the newly formed churches along the way.  To more favorably 

impress other Jewish elders they may meet along the way, Timothy is circumcised. 

The group went on to Galatia, but here we see the first act of Divine intervention.  The Holy Spirit 

forbids the party from going into Asia.  The group considered going to Bithynia, but was 

turned away from there by the Spirit of Jesus. 

Instead, Paul had a vision at night of a man from Macedonia calling out for help and to come 

there.  And so, Paul had the group set sail from Troas to voyage to Samothrace, and then to 

Neapolis and finally to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city within Macedonia. 

We make note of one other important feature at this point:  Pronoun usage changes, for a time, 

from usage of “them” and “they”, to “we” and “us”.  This means that the author, Luke, has joined 

the party, at least for a while. 

The account then notes that on a Sabbath the group went to a place of prayer near a riverside, 

and sat down to talk with several women who were there.  One of these women was from 

Thyatira.  Her name was Lydia, and she was a seller of purple cloth goods. 

We all know that in Roman times, and in later times throughout history, purple robes and garments 

denote noble, indeed kingly or imperial significance.  Hence Lydia was likely a person of 

considerable rank and wealth.   



The text notes that “the Lord opened her heart” to hear Paul’s message, and she was baptized 

along with her household.  Lydia also noted that if she was judged to have been faithful to 

the Lord, then why not stay at her house?  And so, the group did. 

There was some debate within our group as to what happened next.  This is where the apostolic 

group meets the clairvoyant or soothsayer slave girl.  She followed the party for several days crying 

out to passersby “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 

salvation”.  One might think such enthusiasm might be welcome.   

But Paul tired of her, and said to the “spirit” within her to come out.  And it did.  And she lost her 

power of seeing the future.   

Some of us thought that was a proper thing to do.  She had a spirit.  But it was never identified as a 

demon.  So – is this a good thing to do, or callously pulling rank on a slave girl?  In all probability, 

any money she earned would have gone to her owners, with some token amount to her.  Maybe that 

money would never have gone to Paul, unlike what he expected from Lydia.  But while it is outside 

the scope of our immediate study, let’s remember that this is Saul, who seven chapters earlier, was 

portrayed like this:  “...But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 

any belonging to the Way, men or women he might bring bound to Jerusalem...” 

Returning to Chapter 16, we see that the slave girl’s owners were very irate that her powers had been 

taken away.  They lost a big source of income, and while practitioners of unusual religions might be 

tolerated in a new town, if they interfered with the typical flow of commerce in that place they could 

be in serious trouble.  We read that Paul and Silas were dragged into the marketplace, brought 

before the magistrates, and accused of “advocating practices not lawful for us Romans to 

accept or practice”.  And the crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had the 

garments torn off them and they were beaten with rods. 

After this, they were turned over to the jailer, and he was ordered to keep them “safely”, although 

“very securely” seems to be more the intent.  He put them in an inner prison and fastened their feet 

in the stocks. 

 As text moves on, we see that as midnight approaches Paul and Silas are praying and singing hymns 

to God.  The other prisoners are listening intently.  Any texts on interpretation that we have noted 

place great significance on this development.  We might wonder what type of hymns they are 

singing.  But many Christian scholars put great weight on this development, noting that in the face 

of considerable tribulation this is how the true Christian ought to respond.  Not with bitterness or 

excessive anger, but rather with faith and a trust that a positive attitude will do more to bring help. 

And then we see that a “great earthquake” occurs, and the jail doors spring open, the prison 

foundations are shaken, and “every one’s” fetters have been unfastened. 

This could have been a true seismic event.  Or it could have been the work of the Lord.  There 

seems to be some considerable room for argument on the extent of the earthquake.  It could have 

been confined to the jail area; God would be capable of that.  While we note that to this day 

Macedonia is a place of much seismic activity, records of historical earthquakes suggest there was a 

tremor in the Jerusalem/Judea area at this time, but no historical earthquake of significant size was 

noted around Philippi in this same time period.  At any rate, the jailer feared for his life if any of the 



prisoners escaped, and contemplated suicide, but Paul shouted out ‘do not harm yourself; we are all 

here’.   

It does make us wonder about the fate of the prisoners other than Paul and Silas.  Did they receive 

any pardon or reduction of their sentences from authorities for their act of “holding fast” when they 

could have run away?  We do not know, but we rather hope their sentences were reduced or that 

they received more lenient treatment thereafter. 

And we learn that the jailer was so overcome that he asked Paul and Silas what he had to do 

to be saved.  He was told to believe in the Lord Jesus along with his whole family.  The jailer 

washed the wounds Paul and Silas from their beating the previous night, and in turn the 

jailer and his whole family were baptized.  Then, the jailer took Paul and Silas to his house, 

and the jailer set out a meal before them. 

When it became day, the magistrates sent officers to the jailer saying to let these men go.  The jailer 

told Paul, ‘You have been released, now you can go in peace’.  Personally, I find the events of this 

morning unclear.  I am not aware of any communication back from the jail to the legal authorities 

that might make them change their minds from when they ordered the jail sentence the previous 

evening.  And when the people came over to the jail from the magistrate’s office, no one said 

anything about “look at all the damage the earthquake caused; we almost fell into a huge crack in the 

ground”.  And until that moment Paul had said nothing about claiming Roman citizenship.  Now he 

did, and said how unfairly he had been treated; that he had not been allowed to present his side of 

the story which should never happen to a Roman citizen. 

And the magistrates and police officials were afraid; Paul demanded an escort to the town limits as a 

form of apology.  Again, no one said ‘we must alter our route slightly; look at all the damage the 

earthquake did to the normal road’.   

One might also consider ‘how do you identify a Roman citizen’?  Do they carry identification 

papers?  The answer might be ‘they could’, but that would be very rare.  The main means of 

identification seem to be ‘what bearing does the person have, is he prone to give orders, does he 

speak Latin and/or Greek as opposed to just some local dialect, what kind of people does he claim 

to know that could vouch for him and what is their rank in society’, etc.  The penalty for falsely 

claiming to be a Roman citizen or wearing a toga when you have no authority to do so would be 

gruesome beyond belief. 

Upon their release, they went to Lydia’s home, visited for a while, and she and her family 

wished them well on their future journeys. 

Lessons Learned 

Our group discussed this subject, and we believe certain lessons became evident: 

 No matter what the circumstances, God is watching out for us. 

 Don’t let a seemingly formidable obstacle (being in prison) get in the way of the truly 

important duty of a Christian which is to give true witness to Christian beliefs and values 

under all circumstances. 

 See even times of trouble as an opportunity to try to make things better. 



 Stay close to your friends and try to encourage them even in turbulent times. 

 Recall the act of singing praises robustly even in prison; good things come from giving 

God praise in difficult circumstances. 

 

Acts 16: Quilters group 

 1.  What is God doing in these verses? 
 
•    It seems like God is building a new church through Paul and Timothy. He is directing 
them through the Holy Spirit as to where to travel. And he is trying to get Timothy to carry 
on his work. 
•    I believe that God is guiding Paul and Silas in their mission to bring the word of Christ 
to the masses. 
•    Increasing the size of the church 
•    Spreading the Word 
•    Gentiles receiving the Word. 
 
 2.  What do the people of Faith do? 
 
•    They offer hospitality to Paul and Timothy. 
•    People of faith believe no matter how bad things can get that God is always with them 
•    Stayed together 
•    Saved jailer 
•    Turning around people’s hearts 
•    Prisoners were listening 
•    People were being baptized 
 
 3.  What key lessons would you say any church should learn/remember form these verses? 
 
•    To witness for God. 
•    Members should always hold fast to their beliefs and encourage others that God is 
always with them. 
•    Be kind 
•    Talk to people 
•    ALL household families are welcome. We should spread the word to our families and 
encourage participation. 
•    We should spread the word by talking to people. 
•    Our current time is rushed and we don’t stop to take the necessary time to talk and share 
 
 


