
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ORDINATION OF WOMEN SERVICE 
INVOCATION AND OPENING PRAYER  

We gather to worship in the name of the Creator, Redeemer and Spirit, for the occasion of the 
celebration of 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women in the ELCA predecessor bodies.  

Let us pray: 

Gracious and living God, we rejoice and give you thanks for your strength on display throughout time 
and place, calling all kinds of people to be witnesses to your grace and power. We celebrate how the 
Spirit has blessed your church through the work of women and girls, including in this time and place. 
Guide us, as your people, into welcoming your prophets and teachers among us and into hearing 
Christ’s good news through them. With gratitude, we pray. Amen. 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING  

Today we give thanks! For the many ways that women have proclaimed the gospel, including as pastors 
for the past 50 years, and for the impact that proclamation has had on more people than we can ever 
count or know ... We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

For the ways the church’s decision to ordain women allowed fresh air to blow through the church, 
opened up closed windows and flung wide closed doors, enabling new possibilities for women to 
answer God’s call and fresh ways for people to hear the good news … We rejoice and give thanks to 
God.  

For the ways women have pushed this church in new directions; for the distinctive gifts each woman 
brings, from her culture, her gender, her sexuality and far beyond … We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

For the ministries of women of color, the vibrancy they bring, the wisdom they share, the Word word 
they proclaim and the sacraments they administer … We rejoice and give thanks to God.   

For the ministry of LGBTQIA+ pastors who have enriched the church by their dedicated service 
throughout history, and for the 10 years since the ELCA’s policy change enabling them to serve publicly 
and live authentically, including while in partnered relationships … We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

For the people who had the courage and perseverance to work for the ordination of women, including 
our predecessor women’s organizations; for congregations who had the courage to call female pastors; 
and for the church’s ability to change … We rejoice and give thanks to God.   

For all women, the polite and the pushy, the troublemakers and the peacemakers, those who make the 
coffee, those who pay the bills, those who put the chairs away and lock the doors at the end of the 
night; for the deacons and deaconesses, the teachers, and the prayer-chain maintainers; for all those 
who stayed up late and got up early doing work that no one ever saw or acknowledged but that slowly 
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transformed people’s lives and the church; and for the generations of women who didn’t get a title but 
served God just the same … We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

For the support women have given and received over the decades; for the late-night phone calls, the 
chats over lunch, the affirmations and the hugs when words fell short; for the spouses, children, 
parents, mentors, teachers and theologians, whose impact cannot be measured; and for those who 
show up and those who speak out, in quiet and loud ways … We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

For the apostolic witness of Mary Magdalene, the dance of Miriam, the hospitality of Lydia, the prayer 
of Mary, the discernment of Deborah, and the courage of the midwives, and for the faithfulness of our 
biblical foremothers … We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

LITANY OF LAMENT  

We come before God and each other today celebrating the anniversaries of the ordination of women in 
the Lutheran church in the United States. Within the celebration there is also our corporate need to 
acknowledge the ways in which we have not supported women in ministry, overtly and covertly, 
knowingly and unknowingly.  

O God, as we give thanks for the ministry of ordained women throughout the decades, we also 
acknowledge and name the ways in which we have not been faithful supporters of women in ministry. 
For women who have been excluded from ministry because they were women, God of mercy … Hear 
our prayer.  

For women who were dismissed from positions they held, those who quietly or not so quietly 
disappeared with little warning or explanation, God of mercy … Hear our prayer.  

For women who have been bullied, harassed, mistreated or abused by ministers and laypeople in this 
church, God of mercy … Hear our prayer.  

For women who have voluntarily left positions they held because they could no longer withstand the 
pressures and stresses placed upon them by impossible expectations, God of mercy … Hear our prayer.  

For female pastors of color who have had to deal with microaggressions, insults and injuries, and for 
female pastors who had to wait many years for a call and those who never received a call, God of mercy 
… Hear our prayer.  

For women who not only are targeted by sexism but also deal with intersecting burdens of racism, 
heterosexism, ableism and socioeconomic inequality, God of mercy … Hear our prayer.  

For female pastors whose commitment to motherhood has been questioned or judged, and for female 
pastors whose singleness has been questioned or judged, God of mercy … Hear our prayer.  

For women who were passed over for positions of leadership because they were women; for women 
whose gifts were rejected or never acknowledged because they were women; for the thoughts, words 
and deeds we have participated in that have excluded women; and for the work that is left undone, God 
of mercy … Hear our prayer.  
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 Receive our confession, God of mercy, and give us strength to commit anew to the full inclusion of 
women at all levels of work and ministry in this church and throughout the world. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN  

“For All the Faithful Women” (ELW 419, verses 1, 3, 11) 

STORIES OF WOMEN OF FAITH 

(A selection of our video of women leaders) 

FIRST READING: EXODUS 1:8-22 AND 15:19-21  

Our first reading is from the book of Exodus, selections from chapters 1 and 15. We have two stories of 
women in the Bible. The midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, enact a stance of civil disobedience to save 
Moses and defy an unjust law. And then Miriam’s song of celebration is possibly one of the oldest 
sections of the Hebrew scriptures. This celebration scene demonstrates Miriam’s role as a leader and a 
prophet, leading people in praising God and in a song of thanksgiving for salvation from harm. 

A reading from Exodus 1:8-22 and  15:19-21 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite 
people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they 
will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 
Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, 
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh.  But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and 
spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites.  The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing 
tasks on the Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every 
kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 
 
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew MIDWIVES, one of whom was named SHIPHRAH AND THE 
OTHER PUAH, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if 
it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.”  But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the 
king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live.  So the king of Egypt summoned the 
midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said 
to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and 
give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people 
multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews[a] you shall throw into 
the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 

When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, the LORD 
brought back the waters of the sea upon them; but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground.  

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out 
after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: 
‘Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’  
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The Word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING: GALATIANS 3:26-29  

Our second reading is from the book of Galatians, chapter 3. Paul wants the Galatian Christians to 
understand that they are all equally valued by God. The distinctions that seem important in the world 
do not exist in God’s kingdom. Christ calls, clothes, and commissions all people equally for God’s work 
in the world. 

A reading from Galatians 3:26-29. 

For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.  

The Word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 1:46-56  

Our gospel reading is from the book of Luke. Mary learns that she is pregnant with the child of God and 
responds by singing a song expressing her blessedness and rejoicing in the great things God has done 
for her.  

The Gospel According to Luke 1:46-56 

And MARY said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

SERMON) 

Sermon By Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“God Who Writes All People’s Story”  

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS  

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

For the women who faithfully serve as bishops, pastors, and deacons; for those first to be ordained and 
those most recently ordained, especially Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson and 
those serving in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the visible unity of the church, and for ongoing dialogue between church bodies that do not agree 
on the ordination of women. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For laypeople, who do vital work through church ministries of hospitality, outreach, teaching, music 
and dance. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For women and girls around the world who are ostracized from their communities for any reason, or 
treated as less than children of God. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those whose hard work is rarely praised, and whose names are forgotten though their work lives on. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the women who nurtured us in faith, whether in our family of birth or in the family of God. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For what else do we pray? [Silence.] Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most high God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting that your steadfast love is 
greater than the heavens and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds, through Jesus Christ, our strength 
and our song. Amen. 

STORIES OF WOMEN OF FAITH 

(A selection of our video of women leaders) 

SENDING HYMN  

“God of the Women” 
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BLESSING  

May the joy of God’s freedom cause your spirit to dance; May the presence of God’s peace bring 
wholeness to your body and mind. May God give you blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand 
in awe. In the name of Almighty God, Holy Parent, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, + one God, now and forever. 
Amen 


