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NWSWI Constitution 
Bishop Election- Update Recommendations 

 
Black: original 
Red: suggested addition 
Green: rationale 
Strikethrough: to be deleted 
 
Rationale: 1. This process will enable background checks to be completed for those 
nominated by the conferences before the assembly. Other synods have painfully learned the 
necessity of background checks after credible complaints are brought against a nominee 
for bishop during their assembly.  2. This process will allow candidates time to record a 
message and prepare biographical material to be shared before the assembly. It will be 
helpful to voting members to have more information about the nominee before they vote.  
In addition the bishop’s election committee may choose to do forums (Zoom or in person) 
before the assembly to ask the candidates additional questions.  
 
S9.04. The bishop shall be elected by the Synod Assembly by ecclesiastical ballot. Each 
Conference Assembly shall nominate up to and including seven persons for bishop. Those 
Conference Assemblies shall be held at least 60 days prior to the Synod Assembly. Each of the 
nominees shall be contacted by the synod vice president or bishop’s designee to determine 
willingness to be a candidate for bishop. All persons responding affirmatively shall submit 
biographical information using a uniform format to the synod office at least 45 days prior to the 
Synod Assembly. The biographical information shall be sent to all voting members at least 30 
days prior to the Synod Assembly.  

  
The first ballot shall be the candidates of the Conference Assemblies and the nominations from 
the floor of the Synod Assembly 
 
Three-fourths of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election on the first ballot. 
 
 
 If no one is elected, the first ballot shall be considered the nominating ballot. Persons nominated 
on the first ballot may with-draw their names from further consideration by verbal announcement 
to the Assembly prior to the second ballot. No names may be withdrawn after the second ballot 
has been completed. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the second ballot shall be necessary 
for election. The third ballot shall be limited to the seven persons (plus ties) who receive the 
greatest number of legal votes on the second ballot, and two -thirds of the legal votes cast shall 
be necessary for election. The fourth ballot shall be limited to the three persons (plus ties) who 
receive the greatest number of legal votes on the third ballot, and 60% of the legal votes cast 
shall be necessary for election. On subsequent ballots a majority of the legal votes cast shall be 
necessary for election. These ballots shall be limited to the two persons (plus ties) who receive 
the greatest number of legal votes on the previous ballot.   
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The second ballot shall be limited to the seven persons (plus ties) who received the greatest 
number of legal votes on the first ballot, and three-fourths of the legal votes cast shall be 
necessary for election.  

  
The third ballot shall be limited to five persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of 
legal votes on the second ballot, and two-thirds of the legal votes shall be necessary for election.  

  
The fourth ballot shall be limited to three persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of 
legal votes on the third ballot, and 60 percent of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for 
election.  

  
On subsequent ballots a majority of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election.  These 
ballots shall be limited to the two persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal 
votes on the previous ballot.  

  
Speeches or statements by the candidates may be permitted before any ballot as determined by 
bishop’s election committee. 

  
In the event of the death or resignation of the bishop of the synod, the Synod Council shall 
appoint an interim bishop for the length of the vacancy. This person shall be precluded from 
candidacy for election as bishop of the synod at the next election.  
 
 
S8.52. The terms of the officers shall begin on the first day of the month following election or, in 
special circumstances, a time designated by the Synod Council. A newly elected bishop may, 
with the approval of the synod council, begin their term between August 1 and September 1.    
 
 
August 1-September 1 Newly elected Bishop takes office. According to S8.52 the new bishop 
would begin one month after election. However there are many factors in the transition 
from the parish to the office of the bishop. The newly elected bishop may with the approval 
of the synod council begin between August 1 and September 1.    
 
S8.52. The terms of the officers shall begin on the first day of the month following election 
or, in special circumstances, at time designated by the Synod Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


