


“Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all

creation; for in him all thing in heaven and on earth were

created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or

dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created

through him and for him. He himself is before all things,

and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the

body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the

dead, so that he might come to have first place in

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to

dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making

peace through the good of his cross.” 
(Colossians 1:15-20,NRSV).



Opening Prayer
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought 

us this far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not 

abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. In every 

age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all 

humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our 

hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of 

time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the 

afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to 

ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. Give us faith to 

trust in your love and courage to hear and respond to your 

prophets and the cries of those affected by climate change. 

(Adapted from ELW Eucharistic Prayer VIII, p. 67)



Love God. 

Love others.



http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Faith-Morality-Six-Americas.pdf
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Daily we see and hear the evidence of a rapidly changing 

climate. At the same time, we also witness in too many instances 

how the earth’s natural beauty, a sign of God’s wonderful 

creativity, has been defiled by pollutants and waste. 

An accounting of climate change …also must include 

repentance for our own participation as individual consumers 

and investors in economies that make intensive and insistent 

demands for energy. 

…We serve in concert with God’s creative and renewing power, 

understanding that we have the resources and responsibility to 

act together for the common good, especially for those who are 

most vulnerable to the effects of climate change.

Today we join with Pope Francis in calling on world leaders to 

embrace our common responsibility as work continues toward a 

global agreement on climate change…

The present moment is a critical one, filled with both challenge 

and opportunity to act as individuals, citizens, leaders and 

communities of faith in solidarity with God’s good creation and 

in hope for our shared future.









https://www.cresis.ku.edu/content/research/maps

https://www.cresis.ku.edu/content/research/maps


In 2016, there were 15 weather 
and climate disaster events with 
losses exceeding $1 billion each 
across the United States. These 
events included a drought event, 
4 flooding events, 8 severe storm 
events, a tropical cyclone event, 
and a wildfire event. Overall, 
these events resulted in the 
deaths of 138 people and had 
significant economic effects on 
the areas impacted. The 1980–
2016 annual average is 5.5 events 
(CPI-adjusted); the annual 
average for the most recent 5 
years (2012–2016) is 10.6 events 
(CPI-adjusted).

Three new billion-dollar disaster events were added during the 4th quarter, bringing the 2016 total to 15 events. This 
represents the 2nd highest total number of events surpassing the 11 events observed in 2012. The record number of 
events in one year (since 1980) is 16, as observed in 2011.
The U.S. has also experienced 4 billion-dollar inland flood events during 2016, doubling the previous record, as no more 
than 2 inland flood events have occurred in a year since 1980. This is a notable record, further highlighted by the numerous 
other record flooding events that have impacted the U.S. in 2016.



• Extreme heat events
• Extreme precipitation events
• Inland floods 
• Droughts
• Wildfires
• Coastal inundation
• Intensified thunderstorms
• Amplified coastal storm surges
• Stronger hurricanes/typhoons
• Coral reef bleaching events
• Accelerated species extinction
• Habitat/biodiversity loss
• Spread of invasive species

• Premature deaths (vulnerable)
• Property loss
• Economic hardship 
• Worsened air pollution
• Asthma 
• Spread of disease vectors
• Diseases (West Nile, Lyme, Zika)
• Water and territory conflicts
• Reduced crop yields
• Famine
• International refugees 
• Population displacement 
• Wars







https://vimeo.com/lstchicago/review/123208390/40aa084650
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