
Rt. Rev Alick Msuku becomes first diocesan Bishop of Karonga Diocese, ELCM 
By: Mphatso Thole 
 
Presiding Bishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM) Rt. Rev Dr Joseph Bvumbwe on 
27th November 2022 said that inauguration of Karonga Diocese is the sign that the church is growing 
in Malawi. 
 
In his sermon, the Presiding Bishop emphasized on unity of the church despite creation of dioceses. 
“Creation of the Dioceses in ELCM is a fulfillment of Church Assembly which took place in 2018. 
Therefore the inauguration of Karonga Diocese should not divide us,” Bishop Bvumbwe said  
Based on scripture: Mark4:35-41, Bvumbwe reminded the congregation during consecration that 
when evening came, Jesus Christ told his disciples to go over to the other side of the lake although 
they faced waves of storms which they did not anticipate. 
“As the Diocese has been inaugurated, don’t think there will be no waves of storm. During crossover 
of Jesus disciples, the waves broke over the boat such that that it was nearly swamped. It will be the 
same with us in Karonga Diocese. We will face difficult waves but as far as we are united we will 
crossover,” he stated. 
 
In his speech, Bishop Sageus Keib of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Republic of Namibia (ELCRN) said 
that Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe is a person of selfless life.  
“Bishop Bvumbwe is a person who reaches out to people. A person who loves people. A person who 
gives himself for people. Ordaining the first woman and consecrating second Bishop and 
inauguration of first diocese is a great achievement in your service. 40 years of ELCM should remind 
us about the exodus of Israelites from Egypt to Canaan,” Bishop Keib explained. 
 
Bishop Kenneth Sibanda, the Presiding Bishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe (ELCZ) 
who is also the President of Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA) thanked the support 
Bishop Tchili gave to ELCM during its early existence in Malawi. 
“We will continue supporting the relationship of ELCZ and ELCM. I thank the support Bishop Tchili 
gave to ELCM. In January 1987 three pastors were ordained. For ordination and Holy Communion 
these were done after inviting pastors from outside Malawi. Bishop Tchili was supportive during that 
time,” said Bishop Sibanda. 
 
In corroborating with Bishop Keib during 40th Anniversary on 26th November 2022, the Presiding 
Bishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa (ELCSA) Rt. Rev N M Myaka, the Bishop 
applauded the ELCM leadership by referring from Mathew 13:23 where Jesus told the parable of the 
seed that fell on good soil. 
“These are the seeds that were grown on good soil. 40 years is a number stated in the Bible and it is 
important to Malawi too,” Bishop Myaka said. 
 
Rev Bradn Buerkle in his greetings from the Director of Evangelical Lutheran in Mission (ELM), 
Germany, he read the message from Rev Dr Michael Thiel, who stated that ELM will continue 
supporting Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi including the newly inaugurated diocese. 
Rev Dr Philip Knutson, representative of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gave greetings from 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin (NWSW) in which he reminded the congregants when the 
companionship of ELCM and NWSW started. 



“In 1999 the companionship of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi and Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin was started. This was signed by Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe of ELCM and Bishop Robert Berg 
of Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. This relationship is about walking together in many area,” Rev 
Knutson concluded. 
 
In the history of ELCM, Rt. Rev Alick Msuku became the first Diocesan Bishop consecrated. The 
Bishop will serve the period of six year before another election of the office of Episcopacy. 
Both anniversary and consecration were attended by hundreds of Lutherans from seven deaneries 
and representatives from other deaneries outside the Diocese.  
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