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Report to the                                       
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

Dear Pastors, Deacons, SAMs, Council 
Presidents and Lay Leaders of the Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin, 

On behalf of the synod council and the synod 
ministers, I want to express to you all my 
deepest appreciation and thanks for the hard 
work you’ve all done in the last nine months to 
keep your congregational members and 
neighbors safe during this unprecedented time in 
history. You made difficult decisions, adapted 
your ministry, improvised, experimented, and 
learned as fast as you could ways to connect 
with your people safely! Thank you for your 
faithful ministry! You 
have been done 
extraordinary creative 
ministry even as you have 
been grieving all the 
losses we’ve experienced 
this past year. Some have lost loved ones who 
have died from the coronavirus.  Some are 
grieving the loss of weekly in-person worship 
and especially missed celebrating Easter and 
Christmas together, and others are grieving the 
loss of small group Bible Study, quilting, choirs 
or Sunday school. The stress, the fear, the grief, 
and the pressure to return to in-person worship 
has been exhausting.  I know I’m tired of all of 
this and I’m sure you are too. There is hope. 
There is a vaccine. Soon, friends, we can return 
to a more normal way of 
gathering. We must be 
patient a little longer and 
wait for the infection rate to 
drop and for more to receive 
the vaccine. I’m hosting a 
synod wide Zoom meeting with Rev. Kerri 
Parker, Executive Director of the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches on Tuesday, February 2  

at 10 am to talk about safely returning to in-
person worship. Please join by clicking this 

link: 
https://zoom.us/j/93774999116?pwd=MEtnWklMcy93OU8zRUM
wc25uaFJBZz09 Passcode: 970600 

This winter I’ve meet with about 25 church 
councils across our synod for prayer, devotions 
and a brief conversation before their regular 
meeting. During the conversation we talk about 
the real struggles they have had with the 

pandemic but we’ve also 
discussed the opportunities 
that the pandemic has 
presented them.  At one of 
those meetings the 
congregation’s treasurer 

talked about how surprised he was that the 
offering had continued to be so strong even 
though the church building was essentially 
closed. He said that for him, the opportunity was 
to learn that the church wasn’t about the 
building really at all it was about so much more, 
the people and the people engaged in ministry 
outside the walls of the building. Your annual 
meeting is an opportunity to discuss your 
church’s ministry beyond your building. 
Everyone is waiting for life after the pandemic. 

What will your church’s 
ministry look like on the 
other side of COVID 19?  

A few years ago when I was 
Director for Evangelical 
Mission in our synod, I met 

with church leaders and asked them, “If your 
church building were to burn down tonight (God 
forbid) what would the community, (not your 
church members) miss the most? That question 
helped start the conversation about ministry 
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beyond the walls of the building. This pandemic 
has shown us that we can reach out beyond our 
buildings with online worship services, classes, 
caring ministries, and new ways of meeting the 
needs of the hungry and poor. What has your 
congregation done beyond the walls of its 
building for the sake of God’s mission in the 
world before COVID? What might it do now 
and after COVID is a thing of the past?   For 
more ideas on how to have this conversation 
with your congregation, check out this 
presentation I gave to the Lay School in 
December titled Blizzard, Winter, Ice Age: 
Church Leadership during a Pandemic. 
http://nwswi.org/lay-school-of-ministry  

This year our Synod Assembly will be held on 
Zoom on April 17, 2021. The theme is Justice 
and Joy: When Justice is done, it is Joy to 

the righteous. Proverbs 21:15 We will have 
full day of important work to do together. To 
make good use of our time on April 17 there will 
be four hearings to discuss and review the 
resolutions and other business before the 
assembly. These meetings will also be on Zoom 
on April, 8. 10, 13, and 15. The resolutions are 
on Hunger, Racial, Gender, and Environmental 
Justice.  

In 2021 the synod’s ministry will intentionally 
focus on Justice. Beginning January 11 the first 
group leaders in our synod will engage in a 
learning process called Transforming White 
Privilege (TWP). You are invited to join this 
course or the ones that follow to move toward 
greater understanding of racial justice. 
Registration information at 
www.nwswi.org/calendar. 

dSynod Calendar Dates 2021 
Jan 5, 12, 19, 26, Feb 2, 9, 16                                     
Tues Together@10  
Jan 7 Endowment Committee Meeting 
Jan 11, 18, Feb. 1, Feb 8 Transforming White 
Privilege (TWP) Training Deacon David Behling, 
Rev. Elizabeth Bier and Rev. Jen Collins  
Jan. 24-25 Winter Theo-Finding our Way to a 
Wider Welcome- Speakers: Emmy Kegler, pastor 
and author, One Coin Found and Aubrey 
Thonvold, Director of Reconciling Works.  
Feb. 11 or Feb 13 Leaving a Legacy, Virtual 
Workshop with Cynthia Halverson 
Jan 31 EPIC virtual resources for council 
training 
Feb 20 Walking Together-Justice League   

Feb 27 Synod Council 
April 8, 10, 13, 15 Resolution Hearings 
April 17 Synod Assembly-Justice and Joy 
 
To register or for more information about any of 
these events, please go to   
www.nwswi.org/calendar 

Thank you for your faithful, prayerful, and financial support of the work that we do together as the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. Thank you for your partnership in ministry, so that the next generation 
will come to know and love Jesus.                                          

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

 

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson, Rev. Randy Olson, Elizabeth Bartsch, 
Rev. Greg Kaufmann, Deacon David Behling, Rev. Erin Nelson, 
Deacon Laura Ramlow            Thank you! 
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