
 

 

HEARTS @ HOME    
A Worship Service for Your Household 
Thursday, April 9, 2020              Maundy Thursday         RCL & NL 

CREATING AN ALTAR TABLE AT HOME   

+ Red or White can be used for Maundy Thursday  - Use fabric or paper to add liturgical color  
 
+ Add a small bowl with water  - This is a reminder of our baptism. 
 
+ Add a small candle to light as you worship  - This is a reminder of the light of Christ. 
 
+ Add a small cross to the space  
 
+ Prepare your table for a meal - You could include special dishes, place cards, or decorations; include 

some wine or grape juice and  bread (homemade, easy bread recipe found on page 9 – prepare in 
advance)  

SUGGESTIONS AS YOU PREPARE FOR WORSHIP AT YOUR TABLE 

+ Children/Youth could help lead different parts of your worship time.  
 
+ You can invite grandparents, grandchildren, cousins, neighbors, friends, etc. to join you for    

   worship using your phone, or Facetime/Skype or another video chat platform.    
 
+ If you are a 1-person household you could write in a journal as a part of these worship experiences. 
 
+ Prepare a space that is most comfortable for you. 

CREATIVE PRAYER IN YOUR HOME 

+ Create a prayer wall/box/basket for your weekly prayers 
   Use a dry erase board, post-it notes on a wall or fridge door, a bulletin board, or scraps of paper 
 
+ Coloring sheets done during in-home worship time can become visual prayers that you can display 
               (See page 6 & 7) 
 
+ Text prayers and words of encouragement to loved ones.  Snail mail notes & prayers are also great! 

A NOTE ABOUT THIS WORSHIP SERVICE + HOLY COMMUNION   

The church is anywhere people gather in Jesus’ name.  When we cannot meet in a church building, God 
continues to be present in the creative and intentional ways we gather for worship.  Therefore, when you 
gather in Jesus’ name, your home is church, too.  
 
Holy Communion is a special meal we celebrate when we worship.  The bread and wine are mysteriously 
the real presence of Jesus Christ, and we trust that Jesus is really with us in this meal.  When we cannot 
gather for this meal in a church building together, it is acceptable to either:   
             + 1.)  Fast from Holy Communion until you can worship with others in your church building, OR   
           + 2.)  Use the liturgy in this worship service to celebrate Holy Communion in your home.   
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WORSHIP  
+ GATHERING + 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity + Creator, Rescuer, Encourager.  
 Amen 
 
 
+ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM + 
 
Connected with Jesus in our baptism, we are washed with God’s  
 compassion and forgiveness, and we are thankful for this gift. 
 
We give thanks for God’s creative Word, moving and breathing life 
 into the world.    
Through water you carried people to safety, you gave people freedom,  
 you baptized Jesus and, in that same water, you name us your beloved children and call us to 

serve one another.   
We celebrate the gift of water that gives us life, and we are grateful for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 
Send your Spirit and refresh us with your love and grace. 
To you, God, we give our thanks and praise. 
 AMEN 
 
 
+ PRAYER + 
 
Lord God, in holy communion your Son created a new promise, built with love, for all humankind.  And, in 
the washing of the disciples’ feet, he taught us how to generously serve one another.   As we witness 
God’s presence in the world, encourage our lives of faith, energize our weary spirits, and strengthen our 
bodies and minds for service.  In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  AMEN. 
 
 
+ SCRIPTURE + 
 

+ RCL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35        Narrative: Mark 14:22-42  
 
+ Spark Story Bible: The Last Supper (Page 462-467) 
 
+ Jesus Storybook Bible: The Servant King (286-293) 
 
+ Northwest Synod of Wisconsin App: Click the ‘Bible’ tab at the bottom. 

 
 
 
+ REFLECTION ON GOD’S WORD + 

Option 1: Click on your congregation’s online weekly sermon video & watch it together 
Option 2: Use the following questions for in-home conversation or personal reflection  
Option 3: Use questions for reflection + Coloring Sheet (page 6 &7) 

 
Questions: 
 
+  What is your favorite kind of bread?  Who do you enjoy sharing bread with? 
 
+  Do you have a special or favorite prayer you say before your meals? 
 
+  What do you do to show others that you love them? 
 
+  How do you think the disciples felt during the last supper?  How do you feel when you share 

Holy Communion with others? 
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WORSHIP  
+ APOSTLES’ CREED + 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty  

Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

The holy catholic church,  
The communion of saints,  
The forgiveness of sins,  
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
+ PRAYERS + 

 
With all the people of God, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
+ For times of crisis and hearts filled with worry, be near us, O God, comfort us by your presence, and 

help us to see glimpses of your peace in the world.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
+ Spirit of wisdom, breathe insight and compassion into the hearts of those who lead, govern, and 

direct, that their words and actions will ensure safety, equity, and care.  Lord in your mercy. Hear 
our prayer.   

 
+ Eternal God, we pray for our neighbors near and far who are grieving, ill, struggling, scared, or 

lonely; comfort them and shower them with your mercy and love.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our 
prayer. 

 
+ United in the waters of baptism we eat and drink at Christ’s table, and we pray, holy God, for the 

forgiveness of our sins.  Just as Jesus lives in us, may we also live in Him, sharing the good news of 
His grace with others.   Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 
+ Add your own prayers here… 
 
God, we give all these prayers to you, trusting in your mercy. AMEN. 
 

 
+ OFFERING + 
Although we may not be gathered for worship in a church building, as people of God we are called 
together to continue strengthening the mission of the church.  As a household, here are some ideas for 
living and sharing generously.   

 
+ Gather a gift of money, or write a check, and send this monetary gift to your congregation in the 

mail; or if your congregation has online giving through an app or on their website, you can take a 
moment to send a gift digitally.  

 
+ Draw or color a picture to place at your home altar, or to give/mail to someone. 
 
+ Consider starting a household collection for a specific ministry (hunger, disaster relief, etc.) Prepare 

to share your generous gift when restrictions are lifted, remembering God’s abundance.  
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HOLY COMMUNION  
+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS + 

 
When the church gathers for Holy Communion with all the saints from every time and place, we hear again 
the story of God’s power and the love shown to us through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.   

  We share this word of life, and this bread and cup of blessing, that we may receive 
these same gifts and be strengthened by the whole Christian community.   
 

Hear us and help us as we confess our sins. 
 
God of mercy, we have failed and become broken in more than one way; we are quick and 

careless with our words, instead of speaking with truth and kindness; we have been 
irresponsible with your creation, neglectful of our neighbors, and selfish with what you 
have provided.  We dwell in fear of the unknown and anxiety about the future, instead 
of trusting your faithfulness and love for us.  Please forgive us, fill us with your 
abundant mercy, and guide us toward a life of healing and wholeness.  

 
God is good, and loves us unconditionally, at all time and in all places.  By grace we have been saved.   
In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  AMEN      

 
 
 

+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION + 
 
(Holding the bread)   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”   
 
(Holding the cup)       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”   
 
When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grape juice) 
 
 

+ LORD’S PRAYER + 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
 Hallowed be your name, 
 Your kingdom come,  
 Your will be done,  
              On earth, as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
 As we forgive those  
      who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 And the glory are yours,  
 Now and forever.  AMEN. 
 
 
 
+ SHARING THE MEAL + 
 

+ When giving the bread say, “The body of Christ, given for you.”  
+ When giving the wine/grape juice say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION + 
 
In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into the darkness, provide water that brings new 
life, and give bread that nourishes your people and frees us from our fear.  Help us be witnesses of the 
resurrection and empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  
AMEN 
 
 
+ BLESSING EACH OTHER + 
 
Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead 
or the back of their hand saying, “You are a beloved child of God.”   
Take turns until each household member has been blessed.   
 
 
+ CLOSING WORDS + 
 
Called to walk together as the body of Christ, let us abide with one another in peace.    
 Thanks be to God. 
 

OTHER IDEAS FOR FAITH FORMATION  
+ As we participate in holy week, try making bread for at-home worship (recipe found on page 9).   
 
+ Download the free Picture the Bible  Holy Week devotional/coloring book. (https://firstchurchrf.org/wp-

content/uploads/Holy-Week-bookW.pdf).  As you complete the stories, hang them in a row somewhere 
in your home as a visual timeline of Jesus’ journey to the cross/resurrection. 

 
+ Create a list of people you are personally connected with – family, friends, colleagues, neighbors, global 

connections, teachers, medical professionals, government employees, farmers, military personnel, etc. 
– list them by first name – pray for each as you write their name.   

 
+ Take some Sabbath time – including, but not limited to: a nap, reading a book, meditation/yoga, 

listening to music, doing a virtual tour of a museum, painting, taking a walk, or calling a trusted friend.   
 
+ Perhaps some time for “holy play”: 
      + Using Legos, create the Last Supper – take a picture and send it to someone!  
     

       + Become a pen pal with a grandparent, or another elder from your congregation or community –      
             invite them in your letter to share a story about:  

                   + Their faith during a challenging time 
                  + A favorite holy week or Easter memory 
                  + A time when they felt close to God 
 
      + Use playdoh to create communion elements (find template on page 8) 
 
      + Share stories of baptism, including as many details as you remember - have listeners draw what         

                       they hear 
 
      + Do a foot washing as a household: Invite everyone to come to a common space with no shoes or 

                    socks - grab a basin of water, a small towel, a washrag, and a large towel. Place the large 
                         towel under the basin (to prevent spills), and take turns washing each other’s feet with                  
                     the  washrag, drying with the small towel.  As you wash feet, have the group share one                 
                     thing about the person you are thankful for.   

 
      +Watch the Lego version of the Holy Week story:  https://youtu.be/-M8Yesnt1V8 

       
 
 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 
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