
 

 

HEARTS @ HOME   
A Worship Service for Your Household 
Friday, April 10, 2020        Good Friday    RCL & NL 

CREATING AN ALTAR SPACE AT HOME   

+ Black or no color can be used for Good Friday;  
   Find a scrap piece of cloth, an old shirt, a cloth napkin/towel, or even a piece of construction paper 

and place it in the middle of your kitchen table or coffee table. 
 
+ Add a small bowl with water  
        This is a reminder of our baptism. 
 
+ Add a small candle to light as you worship  
 Or use tea lights to create a cross on you table altar 
 
+ Add a small cross to the space  
         This could be a cross from your wall, a necklace charm, or one made from paper or scrap wood. 
 
+ Add a piece of wood and a few nails to your altar space.  

SUGGESTIONS AS YOU PREPARE FOR WORSHIP AT YOUR TABLE 

+ Children/Youth could help lead different parts of your worship time.  
        They can set up the altar space, read the Bible story, share their own prayers, sing, or color. 
 
+ You can invite grandparents, grandchildren, cousins, neighbors, friends, etc. to join you for    

   worship using your phone, or Facetime/Skype or another video chat platform.    
         Feel free to email them this worship order so they can follow along, too! 
 
+ If you are a 1-person household and are unable to call or video chat family or friends, perhaps you 

could write in a journal as a part of these worship experiences. 
 
+ Prepare a space that is most comfortable for you. 
  

CREATIVE PRAYER IN YOUR HOME 

+ Create a prayer wall/box/basket for your weekly prayers 
   Use a dry erase board, post-it notes on a wall or fridge door, a bulletin board, or scraps of paper 
 
+ Coloring sheets done during in-home worship time can become visual prayers that you can display 
               (See pages 5 & 6) 
 
+ Text prayers and words of encouragement to loved ones.  Snail mail notes & prayers are also great! 
 
+ Light candles to offer prayers; speak a prayer for each, or light one candle at the beginning of your 

prayers and extinguish at the end of your prayers.   
 
+ Write prayers on small pieces of paper; nail those prayers to a piece of wood/wooden cross 
 
+ Add small rocks to your bowl of water; we do this as a remembrance of our baptism, and the 

compassion and forgiveness we receive through Jesus. 
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WORSHIP  
+ GATHERING + 
 
Prepare your heart with a few moments  

of silence or meditation. 
 
 
+ REFLECTION + 
 
This is a time to gather in the Spirit. 
This is a time to hear the Word of God. 
This is a time to reflect on the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ, to share our lament, and abide with one another in the hope of God’s promise. 
 
 
+ PRAYER + 
 
Almighty God, your mercy compels us to rest at the foot of the cross. As we hear your Word, open our 
hearts and minds to the magnitude of Christ’s sacrifice.  And, help us recognize your faithful presence in 
our lives today.  

AMEN. 
 
+ READING + 
              + Psalm 22 
 
 
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION + 
 
Look to Jesus, who suffered on the cross; He willingly endured humiliation, pain, and death for our sake.   
 
 
+ GOSPEL + 
 

+ RCL: John 18:1-19:42 , NL: Mark 15:16-39 
 
+ Spark Story Bible: The Day Jesus Died (Page 476-481) 
 
+ Jesus Storybook Bible: The Sun Stops Shining (Page 302-309) 
 
+ Northwest Synod of Wisconsin App: Click the ‘Bible’ tab at the bottom. 

 
 
+ REFLECTION ON GOD’S WORD + 

Option 1: Click on your congregation’s online weekly sermon video & watch it together 
Option 2: Use the following questions for in-home conversation or personal reflection  
Option 3: Use questions for reflection + Coloring Sheet (page 5 & 6) 

 
Questions: 
 
+  What do you feel when hearing this story?   
 
+  What piece of the story speaks to you today?  What might God be saying? 
 
+  How do you cope with sadness and grief?  Who in your life helps to support you during those 

difficult times? 
 
+  Where or why might others be sad or grieving right now? How is God calling us to respond? 
 
+ What gives you hope when difficult things happen?   
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WORSHIP  
+ APOSTLES’ CREED + 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty  

Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

The holy catholic church,  
The communion of saints,  
The forgiveness of sins,  
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
+ PRAYERS + 

 
Connected to one another by the power of the Holy Spirit… 
 
+ We pray for ministers and church leaders; 
 
+ We pray for God’s beautiful creation, for farmers, for immigrant field workers, for food suppliers; 
 
+ We pray for God’s global church; 
 
+ We pray for scientists and medical professionals; 
 
+ We pray for teachers, those serving in public office, and for those offering support; 
 
+ We pray for those who are ill or suffering; 
 
+ We pray for those who are unemployed or struggling to make ends meet; 
 
+ We pray for those whose grief is too deep for words; 
 
+ We pray for the hungry, the poor, the marginalized, and the oppressed; 
 
 
+ Add your own prayers here… 
 
 
+ And together we pray the words our Lord Jesus taught us: 
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WORSHIP  
+ LORD’S PRAYER + 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
 Hallowed be your name, 
 Your kingdom come,  
 Your will be done,  
              On earth, as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
 As we forgive those  
      who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 And the glory are yours,  
 Now and forever.  AMEN. 
 
 
 
+ BLESSING EACH OTHER + 
 
Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead 
or the back of their hand saying, “You are a beloved child of God.”   
Take turns until each household member has been blessed.   
 
 
+ CLOSING WORDS + 
 
We love you Jesus; by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.   
  
 

OTHER IDEAS FOR FAITH FORMATION DURING THE WEEK 
+ Download the free Picture the Bible  Holy Week devotional/coloring book. (https://firstchurchrf.org/wp-

content/uploads/Holy-Week-bookW.pdf).  As you complete the stories, hang them in a row somewhere 
in your home as a visual timeline of Jesus’ journey to the cross/resurrection. 

 
+ Take some Sabbath time – including, but not limited to: a nap, reading a book, meditation/yoga, 

listening to music, doing a virtual tour of a museum, painting, taking a walk, or calling a trusted friend.   
 
+ Perhaps some time for “holy creations”: 
      + Download some additional scripture printables for coloring at:                                                                

                                                                                                  https://www.marydeandraws.com/printables/coloring-pages  
     

       + Use Little People or other small figurines or puppets to tell a Bible story – video record it and       
              share it with your pastor or youth director in a text or email. 

 
      + Make salt dough crosses – keep them undecorated for Good Friday and then decorate them       

              for Easter Sunday (recipe on page 7) 
 
      + Learn to say ‘Jesus’, or ‘Jesus loves you’ in sign language, Spanish, or another language 
  
 
 
 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 



 

5 
 



 

6 
 



 

7 

SALT DOUGH CROSSES  
Ingredients 

o 2 C Flour 
o ½ C Salt 
o 1 ¼ TBSP Vegetable Oil 
o 1 C Water 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 250 Degrees  
 

2. Mix flour and salt in a bowl. Make a well in the center. Pour in oil. Gradually add 
water, stirring mixture with a wooden spoon until combined. 

 
3. Turn dough onto a lightly floured surface and kneed. Divide if you want to add 

food coloring. 

4. Roll dough out to a thickness of around 5-7mm. Use a cookie cutter or cut out a 
cross shape with a small sharp knife. 

5. Use a pencil or straw to make a hole at the tops if you want to be able to hang 
them.. Place the crosses on the trays and bake them for around 2.5 hours or until 
they’ve dried out and are quite hard. Transfer to a wire rack to cool. 

6. You can paint them with basic water-based paint, markers, decorations, etc.   

 

https://cathfamily.org/salt-dough-cross/ 

 


