
 
 

HEARTS @ HOME   
A Worship Supplement for Your Household 
September 19, 2021        Pentecost 17       RCL: Mark 9:30-37 
______________________________________________ 
Please note:  This resource will be using Faith 5*.  Ideally, gather as many members of 
your household together as you are able for a time of family conversation and worship.  
Or use this as a time of morning, bedtime, mealtime or car ride devotions with your 
children, your partner, grandparents, etc.  Please use the elements that are the most 
meaningful for you. The goal is to engage in intentional, meaningful conversation about 
our lives and our faith in Jesus Christ.  May God bless this holy time of faith-filled 
conversation in your household! 

 
 
SHARE 
Take time for each person to share a “high” (something positive) and a “low” (something challenging); these can be 
from the, day, the week, or even a longer period of time.   
 

READ 
Together read the Bible text for the day: Mark 9:30-37.   

*With children you can read from the Spark Story Bible or another children’s Bible.   

• Spark Story Bible, Mark  9:30-37 is pages 324-325 

TALK 
Talk about what you heard in the Bible text/story.  Some questions to guide you: 

• What did you hear in the story?  What do you wonder about this story?  
• What does the story say about God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit? 
• Who is the story about?  What are they doing or how are they feeling in the story? 
• Have you ever felt this way or experienced something like this?   
• What might God be saying to us through this story?   

PRAy 
Pray together!  You can use a traditional prayer that is already spoken in your household, recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
make up your own prayer, or you can use the following:  

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.  Help us to lay aside 
all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

BLESS 
Take a moment to bless one another.   

Make the sign of the cross on one another’s foreheads or the back of hands and say “You are a beloved Child of 
God,” or “Jesus loves you just as you are!” 
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BEYOND FOUR WALLS 
How might God be at work outside of our homes and churches?  How can we join in? 

 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 
 

As the school year, Sunday school, Confirmation, Bible Studies, and other faith formation begins this month, 
think about all those who have been called to teach others.  Who are the teachers in your congregation?  
What gifts or skills make them good teachers?  Who were some of your favorite teachers growing up?  
What kind of support might teachers need this year?   

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 
 

Walk by or drive by your local school or university buildings;  think about the teachers, support staff, and 
students.   

• What might be the biggest struggles in schools this year?   
• What will be celebrated in these spaces this year?   
• How are schools a blessing in your community?   
• Pray for the schools, staff, and students in whatever way the Spirit is guiding you.     

 
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS 
 

Our synod (the NW region of Wisconsin) is partnered with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi, 
Africa.  Schools in Malawi may look very different than in Wisconsin, but the goal is the same – to educate 
children about writing, math, history, music, the world, etc. In Malawi, singing is often used as a teaching 
tool in several subjects.  This method allows students to retain information much better and creates a fun 
and vibrant learning environment!  All children who go to school in Malawi will learn many subjects in both 
Chichewa (the primary language in Malawi) AND English.  Many of our friends there speak fluent English as 
a way to show kindness and hospitality toward visitors and guests.   

 

DIGITAL CONNECTIONS 

Illustrated Ministry is a creative, faith-filled online resource. They have stickers and greeting/thank you 
cards that you or your kids/grandkids can color & personalize and send to someone they want to share a 
kind message with this year.   
Creative uses:  Teachers, friends, neighbors, pastors, grandparents, mail carriers, etc.  

• https://store.illustratedministry.com/collections/illustrated-cards-stickers 

 

 

 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 
+ Faith 5 is a resource from Faith Inkubators.  More information can be found here: https://faithink.com/about-faith5 


