
 
 

HEARTS @ HOME   
A Worship Supplement for Your Household 
November 7, 2021        All Saints Sunday       RCL: John 11:32-44 
______________________________________________ 
Please note:  This resource will be using Faith 5*.  Ideally, gather as many members of 
your household together as you are able for a time of family conversation and worship.  
Or use this as a time of morning, bedtime, mealtime or car ride devotions with your 
children, your partner, grandparents, etc.  Please use the elements that are the most 
meaningful for you. The goal is to engage in intentional, meaningful conversation about 
our lives and our faith in Jesus Christ.  May God bless this holy time of faith-filled 
conversation in your household! 

 
 
SHARE 
Take time for each person to share a “high” (something positive) and a “low” (something challenging); these can be 
from the, day, the week, or even a longer period of time.   
 

READ 
Together read the Bible text for the day: John 11:32-44.   

*With children you can read from the Spark Story Bible or another children’s Bible.   

• Spark Story Bible, Luke 11:32-44 is pages 440-443, Lazarus. 

TALK 
Talk about what you heard in the Bible text/story.  Some questions to guide you: 

• What did you hear in the story?  What do you wonder about this story?  
• What does the story say about God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit? 
• Who is the story about?  What are they doing or how are they feeling in the story? 
• Have you ever felt this way or experienced something like this?   
• What might God be saying to us through this story?   

PRAY 
Pray together!  You can use a traditional prayer that is already spoken in your household, recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
make up your own prayer, or you can use the following:  

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

BLESS 
Take a moment to bless one another.   

Make the sign of the cross on one another’s foreheads or the back of hands and say, “You are a beloved Child 
of God,” or “Jesus loves you just as you are!” 
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BEYOND FOUR WALLS 
How might God be at work outside of our homes and churches?  How can we join in? 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 
 

On this All Saints Sunday, congregations gather in worship to remember loved ones who have died by saying 
special prayers and the names of those who have passed, and often by ringing the church bell.  This solemn 
day has been recognized since as early and the 4th century.  Simultaneously on the calendar many people 
celebrate Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), a holiday which celebrates beloved relatives who have died.  
Originating in Mexico, this holiday is joyful and often includes music, visiting cemeteries, sharing humorous 
stories, and creating a home altar (ofrenda) for the deceased that displays photos and favorite foods. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 
As we think about Jesus’ grief about Lazarus’ death and the grief we hold for beloved family members and 
friends that have died, take a moment to also think about those from your neighborhood or community 
who have lost loved ones this year.   

• As people of faith, what might Jesus be calling us to do when we see grief affecting our families, 
friends, and neighbors?  How can be bring the Good News of Jesus to others? 

• How can grief affect a whole community?  What long-term effects can grief sometimes create? 
• Together let’s pray for God’s continued presence in our lives, in our joy and in our grief.  

 

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS 
 

Funeral traditions vary greatly around the world and often look, sound, and feel very different from our 
western traditions when loved ones and neighbors die.  In rural areas in Malawi, it’s typical for an entire 
village to help with funeral preparations and attend the ceremony.  These plans can include meals, 
mourning time, processionals, and Chewa traditions of costumed ceremonial dances.  In urban areas, it is 
often the immediate family and friends who prepare and attend.  Regardless of location, Malawians find it 
very important to attend a funeral, even when it requires traveling a long distance.   

 

DIGITAL CONNECTIONS 

Although thinking about the death of loved ones can be difficult, it’s helpful and important for children and 
families to engage in traditions and talk about death in ways that are honest and reassuring. Here are a few 
books and websites to help with those conversations.   

• https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/10/five-ways-to-celebrate-all-saints-day-at-home/ 
• Children’s books:  

o Old Turtle, by Douglas Wood 
o The Mountain That Loved a Bird, by Alice McLerran and Eric Carle 
o When Dinosaurs Die, by Laurie Krasny Brown and Marc Brown 
o Lifetimes: The Beautiful Way to Explain Death to Children, by Bryan Mellonie and Robert Ingpen 
o The Invisible String, by Patrice Karst 
o I Wonder What You Do on Your First Day in Heaven, by Phoebe Walsh 
o More curated grief/death resources: https://storypath.upsem.edu/?s=death+grief 

 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 
+ Faith 5 is a resource from Faith Inkubators.  More information can be found here: https://faithink.com/about-faith5 


