
 
 

HEARTS @ HOME   
A Worship Supplement for Your Household 
October 31, 2021        Reformation Sunday       RCL: John 8:31-36 
______________________________________________ 
Please note:  This resource will be using Faith 5*.  Ideally, gather as many members of 
your household together as you are able for a time of family conversation and worship.  
Or use this as a time of morning, bedtime, mealtime or car ride devotions with your 
children, your partner, grandparents, etc.  Please use the elements that are the most 
meaningful for you. The goal is to engage in intentional, meaningful conversation about 
our lives and our faith in Jesus Christ.  May God bless this holy time of faith-filled 
conversation in your household! 

 
 
SHARE 
Take time for each person to share a “high” (something positive) and a “low” (something challenging); these can be 
from the, day, the week, or even a longer period of time.   
 

READ 
Together read the Bible text for the day: John 8:31-36.   

*With children you can read from the Spark Story Bible or another children’s Bible.   

• Spark Story Bible, Luke 5:17-26 is pages 348-353, Four Friends. 

TALK 
Talk about what you heard in the Bible text/story.  Some questions to guide you: 

• What did you hear in the story?  What do you wonder about this story?  
• What does the story say about God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit? 
• Who is the story about?  What are they doing or how are they feeling in the story? 
• Have you ever felt this way or experienced something like this?   
• What might God be saying to us through this story?   

PRAY 
Pray together!  You can use a traditional prayer that is already spoken in your household, recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
make up your own prayer, or you can use the following:  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age.  Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, 
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

BLESS 
Take a moment to bless one another.   

Make the sign of the cross on one another’s foreheads or the back of hands and say, “You are a beloved Child 
of God,” or “Jesus loves you just as you are!” 
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BEYOND FOUR WALLS 
How might God be at work outside of our homes and churches?  How can we join in? 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 
 

This Sunday, many protestant churches, including Lutheran, will celebrate the Reformation during their time 
of worship.  October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 thesis on the door of Castle Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany which protested the sale of indulgences (a payment to reduce or eliminate punishment of one’s 
sins) by the Catholic Church.  This led to some debate about church teachings, and many of these changes 
have shaped the Lutheran churches we are a part of even today.    

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 
Similar to the ways Jesus often responded, Martin Luther and others were courageous enough to stand up 
and speak up when they saw injustice in their communities, particularly when it negatively affected the 
poor and vulnerable.   

• What is an injustice you recognize in your own community?   
• As people of faith, what might Jesus be calling us to do or say when we see how injustice is 

affecting our families, friends, and neighbors?   
• Let’s pray together for God to continue reforming the church in ways that positively impact one 

another for the sake of the gospel.      

 
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS 
 

Prior to the reformation of the church in the 16th century, most church members were not invited to read or 
interpret scripture on their own.  The Reformation sparked a movement to translate the Bible in German 
and then several other languages over time.  Now, the complete Bible has been translated into 704 
languages.  Versions of the New Testament alone have been translated into an additional 1500 languages. 

 

DIGITAL CONNECTIONS 

In 2017, the ELCA and churches around the globe celebrated the 500th anniversary of the protestant 
reformation.  If you’d like to learn a bit more you can click here:  

• https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7727 
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformation 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 
+ Faith 5 is a resource from Faith Inkubators.  More information can be found here: https://faithink.com/about-faith5 


