
 
 

HEARTS @ HOME   
A Worship Supplement for Your Household 
October 3, 2021        Pentecost 19       RCL: Mark 10:2-16 
______________________________________________ 
Please note:  This resource will be using Faith 5*.  Ideally, gather as many members of 
your household together as you are able for a time of family conversation and worship.  
Or use this as a time of morning, bedtime, mealtime or car ride devotions with your 
children, your partner, grandparents, etc.  Please use the elements that are the most 
meaningful for you. The goal is to engage in intentional, meaningful conversation about 
our lives and our faith in Jesus Christ.  May God bless this holy time of faith-filled 
conversation in your household! 

 
 
SHARE 
Take time for each person to share a “high” (something positive) and a “low” (something challenging); these can be 
from the, day, the week, or even a longer period of time.   
 

READ 
Together read the Bible text for the day: Mark 10:2-16.   

*With children you can read from the Spark Story Bible or another children’s Bible.   

• Spark Story Bible, Mark 10:2-16 is pages 328-333, Jesus Blesses the Children. 

TALK 
Talk about what you heard in the Bible text/story.  Some questions to guide you: 

• What did you hear in the story?  What do you wonder about this story?  
• What does the story say about God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit? 
• Who is the story about?  What are they doing or how are they feeling in the story? 
• Have you ever felt this way or experienced something like this?   
• What might God be saying to us through this story?   

PRAy 
Pray together!  You can use a traditional prayer that is already spoken in your household, recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
make up your own prayer, or you can use the following:  

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another.  Form us for life that faithful 
and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

BLESS 
Take a moment to bless one another.   

Make the sign of the cross on one another’s foreheads or the back of hands and say, “You are a beloved Child 
of God,” or “Jesus loves you just as you are!” 
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BEYOND FOUR WALLS 
How might God be at work outside of our homes and churches?  How can we join in? 

 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 
 

So many milestones and treasured traditions in our lives of faith seem to happen with children…baptisms, 
first communion, receiving a first Bible, Christmas programs…if you had a church home growing up, what 
were some of your fondest memories about childhood in the church?  Do you have children who celebrated 
these milestones in a congregation?  Are you a young person who remembers one or more of these 
celebrations?  What meaning did it have for you?  Why does it matter that these moments happen in a faith 
community?   

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 
Congregations are often the one place that you can find all generations in one place.  What do you think 
about when so many generations are connected?   Did you grow up with multiple generations nearby?   

• Can you think of other places in your community where many generations might gather regularly? 
• In what ways does your community lift up and/or include children or youth? 
• In what ways does each decade bring something special to the world?  What can we learn from 

one another?   
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire new and creative ways we can come together in wonder and 

wisdom!    

 
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS 
 

Our synod is partnered with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi.  When friends there speak about 
“youth” they are referring to anyone around 30 or 35 years old and younger.  (By that definition, Jesus 
would have been a youth when he was calling disciples and starting his ministry!) Young people in Malawi 
make up the largest and most active population of members in the ELCM, and are often heard advocating 
as voices of faith for positive change.     

 

DIGITAL CONNECTIONS 

Lifelong Faith is a website with many curated resources for faith formation, giving particular attention to all 
stages of our faith lives.  Below is an excerpt from a book, Families at the Center of Faith Formation,  the 
chapter titled: “Developing a Family-at-the-Center Approach to Faith Formation.”   The chapter highlights 
the differences among different generation of parents, but also shines a light on the many ways we can 
discover God in the midst of our lives, and grow in faith together in developmentally appropriate ways at 
any age!   

• https://www.lifelongfaith.com/uploads/5/1/6/4/5164069/family_faith_formation_strategies.pdf 

 

 

 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 
+ Faith 5 is a resource from Faith Inkubators.  More information can be found here: https://faithink.com/about-faith5 


