
 
 

HEARTS @ HOME   
A Worship Supplement for Your Household 
October 10, 2021        Pentecost 20       RCL: Mark 10:17-31 
______________________________________________ 
Please note:  This resource will be using Faith 5*.  Ideally, gather as many members of 
your household together as you are able for a time of family conversation and worship.  
Or use this as a time of morning, bedtime, mealtime or car ride devotions with your 
children, your partner, grandparents, etc.  Please use the elements that are the most 
meaningful for you. The goal is to engage in intentional, meaningful conversation about 
our lives and our faith in Jesus Christ.  May God bless this holy time of faith-filled 
conversation in your household! 

 
 
SHARE 
Take time for each person to share a “high” (something positive) and a “low” (something challenging); these can be 
from the, day, the week, or even a longer period of time.   
 

READ 
Together read the Bible text for the day: Mark 10:17-31.   

*With children you can read from the Spark Story Bible or another children’s Bible.   

• Spark Story Bible, Mark 10:17-31 is pages 334-335, A Rich Man’s Questions. 

TALK 
Talk about what you heard in the Bible text/story.  Some questions to guide you: 

• What did you hear in the story?  What do you wonder about this story?  
• What does the story say about God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit? 
• Who is the story about?  What are they doing or how are they feeling in the story? 
• Have you ever felt this way or experienced something like this?   
• What might God be saying to us through this story?   

PRAy 
Pray together!  You can use a traditional prayer that is already spoken in your household, recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
make up your own prayer, or you can use the following:  

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out 
to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

BLESS 
Take a moment to bless one another.   

Make the sign of the cross on one another’s foreheads or the back of hands and say, “You are a beloved Child 
of God,” or “Jesus loves you just as you are!” 
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BEYOND FOUR WALLS 
How might God be at work outside of our homes and churches?  How can we join in? 

 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 
 

What ministries are the Women of the ELCA in your congregation currently engaged in?  Do they make 
quilts, school, personal care, or baby kits for Lutheran World Relief?  Perhaps they host some fall meals or a 
craft bazaar to raise money for youth campers or another organization or ministry.  In what ways do these 
ministries encourage us to be good stewards of our resources?  What might God be doing in and through 
these efforts?   

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 
Communities, both large and small, are impacted by economics.  That same is true of individual households.  
What circumstances can change the economic status of a family or community?  As people of faith, how do 
we build relationships equally with all our neighbors?  

• How can wealth hinder authentic relationships? 
• Are there examples of how wealth can build genuine relationships?    
• In light of the continuing economic strain many people are experiencing as we face an ongoing 

pandemic, let’s pray together for relief, steady employment, livable wages and peace of mind and 
security for all families.   

 
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS 
 

Our synod is partnered with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi.  Currently Malawi is the 3rd poorest 
country in the world.  Most citizens, particularly those who live in rural villages, earn an annual income of 
$300-400, working mostly as farmers.  Income increases slightly for jobs in the larger cities.  The country’s 
economy relies mostly on agricultural exports (tea, rice, tobacco, etc.) for stability.  Despite the lack of 
wealth, Malawians maintain a spirit of generosity, sharing with neighbors whenever possible, and 
expressing gratitude for the abundance God has shared with them.   

 

DIGITAL CONNECTIONS 

Lutheran World Relief is an organization that has been active since the end of World War II.  Originally 
founded by Lutherans, they continue to address global poverty and help with relief efforts in emergencies 
and when families are working to restore their lives.  More information about LWR, the kits they distribute, 
and other ways they offer assistance in East Africa, West Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America can 
be found here: 

 

• https://lwr.org 

 

 

 

+ Text, tune, and arrangements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #12387-S  + 
+ Faith 5 is a resource from Faith Inkubators.  More information can be found here: https://faithink.com/about-faith5 


