
“Grateful” Worship Helps and Sermon 

Starters 

WEEK 1: GIFTS AND THANKS 

Bible Passages: 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!”  “Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears 

the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on rocky 

ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 

person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, 

this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 

word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 

another sixty, and in another thirty.” Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Hymns: 

 ELW 779 Amazing Grace 

 ELW 680 or 681 We Plow the Fields and Scatter 

 ELW 693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 ELW 694 Sing to the Lord of Harvest 

 ELW 587 or 588 There is a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

Prayer of the Day: 

Lord God, help this faith community rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for we know that this is your will for us! Thank you, Jesus! Amen. 

Sermon Starter: 



The gifts God gives us are different than the gifts we give each other because the obligation of 

reciprocity is replaced with astonishment and gratitude. What gifts has God given you? What is your 

emotional response?  

Jesus tells stories about a God whose gifts are untargeted, a God who throws seeds around with 

abandon and multiplies bread and fish. In “Grateful” Diana Butler Bass writes “These gifts are not 

targeted, they simply are. They are not obligations to be repaid; rather they are gifts to be enjoyed. 

There is no expectation of exchange. No transaction involved… if you believe in your heart that gifts and 

gratitude are part of the very fabric of the universe, you will both be a better person and do good in the 

world. This is all-encompassing grace.” (Page 27). Sit with this statement for a while. Does this change 

how you view generosity and giving? How? 

Gratitude is connected to the heart. We feel something when we receive a gift or encounter grace. Ask 

your congregation to tell a story to their neighbor about a time they received a gift and what emotions 

they felt. Ask if anyone would like to share their story with the larger group. 

Ask the folks in your congregation to take one picture each day of something they are grateful for. If 

they want, they can send them to the church. Prepare a slideshow of the pictures people gave you to 

play during the service next week. 

 

WEEK 2: AWARENESS AND PRACTICE 

Bible Passages: 

“O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us 

come into his present with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!” 

Psalm 95:1-2 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he 

entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean.  Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at 

Jesus’[c] feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made 

clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to 

God except this foreigner?”  Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has 

made you well.” Luke 17:11-19 

 

Hymns: 

 ELW 689 Praise and Thanksgiving 

 ELW 682 To God Our Thanks We Give 

 ELW 839 or 840 Now Thank We All Our God 

 ELW 808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17%3A11-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25660c


 ELW 829 Have You Thanked the Lord?  

Prayer of the Day:  

Lord, we know gratitude is not only an emotion, it’s something we do. We know we need to tend our 

grateful hearts like we tend a garden. Help us to see the blessings you have given us and not be caught 

up by the barriers. Help gratitude to bloom in our hearts and lives. Amen. 

 

Sermon Starter: 

This week we are talking about the practice and the habit of gratitude, taking the time to thank God 

daily. You may want to try doing the practice of the examen and it’s five simple steps in worship as your 

sermon. Give it a try with your congregation! 

a. Spend a quiet moment becoming aware of God’s presence 

b. Share with a person around you one thing you were grateful for during the day 

c. Share with a person around you one emotion you felt that day 

d. Choose one feature of the day and quietly pray about it 

e. As a group pray for tomorrow 

You could also preach about how gratitude is something to become aware of. Think about the lepers 

who did not thank Jesus and wonder why they did not thank him. Were they ungrateful? Were they 

unaware that he had healed them? Did they think something was owed to them? What is it that keeps 

us from recognizing our blessings and thanking God? When are we ungrateful? When does our privilege 

cause us to be unaware of our blessings? When do we feel like the world owes us something? What do 

we feel like we deserve or have earned? How are we getting in our own way of gratitude? 

WEEK 3: JOY AND CELEBRATION 

Bible Passages: 

“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 

thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of saints but is 

also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.  This service that you perform is not only supplying 

the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 

God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the 

obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to 

you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable 

gift!” 2 Corinthians 9:11 

“When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, ‘I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again 
until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.’ After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, 
‘Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.’ And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 



them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way, 
after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you.’”  Luke 22:14-20 

Hymns: 

 ELW 821 Shout to the Lord 

 ELW 838 Beautiful Savior 

 ELW 535 Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 

 ELW 819 Come All You People 

 ELW 857 Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

Prayer of the Day:  

Giving God, you have graced us with so many gifts and blessings, so many reasons to rejoice and 

celebrate! Help us to celebrate your saving love today! Amen. 

Sermon Starter: 

This is a week of celebration! Worship should feel like a party! Ask your congregation members to share 

bright spots of your ministry together that they would like to lift up. Celebrate accomplishments that 

you congregation has finished in the last year. Focus on the positive!  

On page 118 Mary Beth Sammons talks about the importance of celebration and play and festivity. She 

talks about how play and festivals bring communities together. Talk about how your congregation and 

your larger community celebrates and feasts together? How do those events bring your community 

together?  

Does your congregation experience the Eucharist meal or communion meals as a festival or feast? Why 

or why not? Perhaps you could talk about how to help understand this meal as a feast of abundance.  

What is it about feasts that make them meaningful? The food, the people? How do your members 

celebrate holidays and festivals with their family? 

God is completely faithful!  Jesus’ coming to earth shows us that all God’s promises are true. The early 
church saw partaking in the Lord’s Supper as a time of praise and thanksgiving. In fact, the word 
“Eucharist” comes from a Greek word that literally means “giving thanks.” So, from the beginning this 
service was seen as an expression of gratitude to God. 

And further, Jesus’ first act at the very first “last” supper was to give thanks. In fact, He did this before 
sharing the bread and also before sharing the cup. So, Jesus showed us that the communion meal is a 
time for celebration, joy and thanksgiving.   

WEEK 4: GRATEFUL COMMUNITY 

Bible Passages: 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’” Luke 19:9-10 



 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 

mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed 

are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the pure in 

heart for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” Matthew 5:3-10 

 

Hymns: 

 ELW 641 All Are Welcome 

 ELW 643 We Are All One in Christ 

 ELW 720 We Are Called 

 ELW 774 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 

 ELW 728 Blest Are They 

 

Prayer of the Day:  

Caring and Merciful Jesus, We gather here today, a faith community. Many people, one in you. We are 

blessed by you and your love. Help us to be grateful together for your abiding gifts. Amen. 

Sermon Starter: 

This week is about thanksgiving for all, in all circumstances. What does it mean to practice gratitude 

together, as a community, when there are a variety of life experiences? Are the blessings God gives us 

communal, individual or both? How do we experience blessing and gratitude as a community and as an 

individual?  

Invite a member who has recently gone through a difficult time (like an illness or death of a loved one) 

share how the community was helpful and loving during that difficult time and how that relationship 

was strengthened through the help. 

What does it mean to be blessed? How are we blessed and how are our congregations and communities 

blessed? What does it mean to be blessed by God when we are in the midst of difficult times? How can 

we be grateful in the midst of sorrow? What fairness have to do with generosity? What does merit or 

worthiness have to do with generosity? Does fairness and merit affect how you give? Why or why not? 

Can you be sorrowful and grateful at the same time?  

What does it mean to be community to each other in good time and bad? What does it mean to be 

grateful today in good time and bad? What is the purpose of a worshipping faith community? How does 

your folks love and support each other and show gratitude to each other?  
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