
Dear Companions/Partners, 

Christmas and New Year Greetings 

Christmas greetings from Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM). On behalf of the 

Presiding Bishop and the Acting General Secretary of ELCM I am writing to wish you Merry 

Christmas and happy New Year. Christmas gives us an opportunity to pause and reflect on the 

important journey of our companionship/partnership.  

Matthew 1:21 “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” It is twelve months from last 2021 when the world was in the midst of Coronavirus 

pandemic during Christmas. The coming of Christ was celebrated while many people around the 

world were in isolation or social distancing. During the pandemic, we shared newest and most 

heartfelt collection of Christmas greeting messages. Most of the messages were prayers for hope 

of a future without Covid 19 virus. God answered and the world was saved. 

As we will be celebrating Christmas here in our congregations and other gatherings, it is our wish 

that as companions/partners this Christmas will make you come together and thank Almighty for 

keeping you and us safe. Christmas of 2021 was rough for everyone due to the pandemic. 2022 is 

a year of testifying that Christmas should remind us that Christ came to save his people. Christmas 

should remind us that we all must stay positive even in the difficult times like of Covid 19 when 

things were not easy. 

As the year is coming to an end, Christmas should also remind us about crossover. On 

27thNovember 2022, Rt. Rev Dr Joseph P Bvumbwe presided over consecration and inauguration 

of Karonga Diocese of ELCM. His sermon was based on scripture: Mark4:35-41. Bishop 

Bvumbwe reminded the congregation that when evening came, Jesus Christ told his disciples to 

go over to the other side of the lake. Bishop Bvumbwe emphasized on Jesus’s message on 

crossover.  

As we have been walking together side by side as companions/partners in the past years, this 

coming Christmas as well as crossing over into 2023, the birth of Christ should renew our 

companionship/partnership. 

We appreciate our relationship with you. You have been with us in time of challenges as well as 

in happiness. 

It is this time, Christmas that you be surrounded by love, joy and hope. Let the comforting spirit 

of Christmas guide you into a blessed new year. May this Christmas end the present year on a 

cheerful note and make way for a fresh and bright new year of 2023. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

Mphatso Thole 



 


