
Laurie Skow-Anderson 
NWSYNOD OF WISCONSIN 
FALL 2017 

DIY Stewardship 
Program 

Pay It Forward 
Finding the perfect stewardship program for your congregation can be challenging. 
Consider designing your own with this menu of ideas and resources. 

 

Romans 5:6-8 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly… But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us.  

 

We can’t pay God back for what God has done for us,                          
we can only PAY IT FORWARD. 

 
Romans 3:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
DIY STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

Finding the perfect stewardship program for 
your congregation can be challenging. 
Designing your own program might be the 
way to go.  Below are the elements that are 
often found in a traditional program with a 
menu of ideas to use.  Consider using these 
ideas to custom design your own program. 
Contact me if you need further ideas.           

Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson 715-651-1658 lskow-anderson@nwswi.org. 

When creating your DIY Stewardship Program, keep this in mind.  

Stewardship Programs in congregations have at least three parts 

1. Personal financial education-this is training for individuals and families on how to 
create a budget, get out of debt, save for college/retirement, and give to charity.1 Teach 
the Save/Share/Spend-10-10-80 model.2 Teach children about generosity and money. 3 
Older members need help with leaving a legacy and making end of life financial 
decisions. 4 

2. Explore the spiritual attitude toward money-abundance/scarcity, greed/generosity, 
growing in giving and gratitude, tithing, care of creation, stewardship of time and talents 
and treasurers. Study the Bible passages that lift up these attitudes in adult classes and 
sermon series. Consider using both a spiritual gifts and time/talent/treasures inventory.  

3. Make a case to support the mission and ministry of your congregation.5 Create a 
narrative budget, tell the story of the ELCA and your congregation, help the members 
invest in ministry and not just pay the bills. 6 

You know your congregation best. Consider addressing all three areas of stewardship during the 
year. For example:  personal finance in the fall, spiritual finance in the winter and make a case to 
support the ministry in the spring.  

For a DIY Stewardship Program you can pick a theme based on some idea, song, book or movie.  
Below are program suggestions around the book/movie Pay It Forward: A story of social change 
and generosity by Catherine Ryan Hyde. These suggestions focus on the spiritual attitudes of 
giving, generosity, gratitude and makes a case for supporting the ministry of the congregation.  

Here is a summary of the story 
                                                           
1 Financial Peace University, Dave Ramsey 
2 Share, Save, Spend, Nathan Dungan 
3 http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Stewardship Kids, Money and Stuff 
4 https://www.thrivent.com/posts/be-wise-with-money/five-end-of-life-planning-steps.html  
5http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Stewardship, Money Leadership for Thriving Congregations 
6 http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Stewardship, Where does my offering go? 

mailto:lskow-anderson@nwswi.org
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Stewardship
https://www.thrivent.com/posts/be-wise-with-money/five-end-of-life-planning-steps.html
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Stewardship
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Stewardship
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When twelve-year-old Trevor McKinney begins seventh grade in Atascadero, California, his 
social studies teacher gives the class an assignment to devise and put into action a plan that will 
change the world for the better. Trevor's plan is a charitable program based on the networking of 
good deeds. He calls his plan "Pay It Forward", which means the recipient of a favor does a 
favor for three others rather than paying the favor back. However, it needs to be a major 

favor that the receiver can't 
complete themselves. Trevor first 
begins by helping Jerry, a jobless man 
who was unable to find a home. 
However, he seemingly forgets to 
complete three favors and ends up in 
prison. Next, Trevor directly helps his 

social studies teacher, Mr. Reuben St. Clair. Finally, 
he helps Mrs. Greenberg, who however, eventually 
dies. But without Trevor's knowledge, she had helped three friends by giving them $8,333 in her 
will. One of them, Matt, meets an injured gangster in an alleyway. After helping the man, it turns 
out that gangster helped another man, who also spared the life of his lifetime rival as his favor. 
Seeing the chain, Chris Chandler, a reporter, connects the dots, and finds Trevor. Even further, 
Trevor's mother, whose father had left, strikes a relationship with Mr. St. Clair, Trevor's Social 
Studies teacher, and Jerry is heard from again, helping a lady not to commit suicide. The novel 
details how Trevor's Pay It Forward attempts are successful or not successful and how some of 
the "Pay It Forward" chains result happenings such as Trevor meeting the President, and Trevor's 
untimely death, which was made by one last person to help in his Pay It Forward 'project' which 
soon turned into "The Movement".  

 

               
 
 

We can’t pay God back for what God has done for us,                          
we can only PAY IT FORWARD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         DIY Stewardship Program 
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Basic parts of a helpful stewardship programs 
 

1. A catchy fun theme like Pay It Forward that will help us reflect on God’s generosity and 
invite us to live more generous lives in general and specifically support God’s mission in 
the local congregation.  
 

2. Experiential Learning We all learn differently. Some of us are visual, auditory or 
kinesthetic learners, but we all learn by experience-by doing. Create experiential theme 
related learning events and opportunities to practice what has been learned.  Teach 
generosity by being generous and experiencing generosity. Pay It Forward.  Try the 
Giving and Getting Game or Invite a team from the synod to do a cross gen learning 
event like Generosity across the Generations or Care of Creation. 
 

3. Connected to the Bible What does the Bible say about being generous and paying it 
forward? Tell the Bible story and tell personal stories about God’s generosity.  
 

4. Makes a Difference What I learned and connected to the Bible will make a real 
difference in my life and in my community. How can I go and BE church at home and in 
the community? How will Paying It Forward Make a difference?  
 

5. Work the theme and learning over a specific period of time 4 weeks in the fall, once a 
month from September through December. Lent. May-August. Whatever makes sense. 
Repetition over a period of time is important.  
 

6. Create an Ask-Thank-Tell letter Telling the story of the ministry, asking for generous 
support, and thanking for the support of the ministry. See template below.  
 

7. Pledge card Create an opportunity to make a statement about intent to support the 
ministry for the next year. Designate a pledge Sunday with a celebration. Invite everyone 
of all ages to complete a pledge card. Consider creating an on-line survey for members to 
also complete a time and talent survey.  
 

8. Narrative Budget Present your congregation’s budget as investing 
in ministries rather than paying bills. Use a pie chart to show how 
what percentage of the whole budget goes to ministry. Divide the 
salary, building and maintenance dollars across all the areas of 
ministry.  
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Ideas you can use for your custom 
designed DIY stewardship 
emphasis. 

1. Watch the movie Pay It Forward 
and discuss. (PG-13) See discussion 
questions below. 

2. Read the book Pay It Forward by 
Catherine Ryan Hyde and discuss. See discussion questions below 

3. Watch, sing, learn one of the Pay It Forward songs listed below You Tube songs---there 
are others 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MV6Vso6cJ98  Pay It Forward, Tenile   
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8QfDaDvrag   A Song for a Better Day, 

Brian Asselin  
 

4. Start a Pay It Forward movement and invite everyone to do something. See 120 small 
ideas below 

5. Tell the Pay It Forward story in a sermon and  
• invite folks to join the Pay It Forward movement 
• invite folks to join the #fortheneighbor campaign 
• invite folks to participate in a PayItForward day (April 28 2018) 

http://payitforwardday.com/ 
• Create Pay It Forward t-shirts or bracelets with church logo to remind members to 

pay it forward 
6. Preaching series on the theme Pay It Forward 

• Zacchaeus Paid it Forward-Luke 19 
• The Good Samaritan Paid it Forward-Luke 10 
• Mary (a woman) Paid it Forward-Mark 14:3-9/John 12/Luke 7:36ff 
• Jesus Paid it Forward-Romans 5 and 13 

7. Develop a culture and attitude of abundance not scarcity, generosity not greed. 
a. Declaring that your church will be known as the generous church and your people 

generous people 
b. Start a fundraising effort on twitter called #forourtown or #forourneighbors and 

raise a money to give away to community organizations that are helping people 
and making a difference. All the money goes to organizations OUTSIDE of your 
own church.  

c. Celebrate a “make a difference moment” before the offering every Sunday, 
describe how the money that goes in the plate or given electronically is making 
the difference in people’s lives. Print it in the bulletin, on the screen, tell a 30 
second story every week about how they are “paying it forward and part of a 
movement that is making a difference.”  See the chart below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MV6Vso6cJ98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8QfDaDvrag
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8. Our God is a generous God who paid it all forward…who loved us before we were 
born…who sent us a Savior…who loves us unconditionally…. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We can’t pay God back for what God has done for us,                          
we can only PAY IT FORWARD. 
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One Minute “Make a Difference” announcements. 
Every Sunday, tell the story about what God is doing through your church’s ministry.  
Every Sunday right before collecting the offering, the pastor or usher, makes a one minute 
“Make a Difference” announcement about how the money that goes in the plate or the money 
that is given electronically is making a real difference in the life of someone else here at your 
Lutheran church, in the surrounding communities, in the state of Wisconsin, in the USA, in the 
world. You aren’t asking for money, you are thanking them and reminding folks about the good 
things that their money is doing that they might have forgotten or never knew.  You fill in the 
blanks below and get a volunteer to say thank you and remind people how their offering and gifts 
make a difference. See the Faith in Action booklet for ideas.  Brainstorm 52 ways to say “thank 
you” and share how their offering is making a difference.  
Where does our church make a 
difference?  

How does our money make 
a difference?  List 12 
things in each box.  

Date repeat 12 times 

At ______Lutheran 
Example:  
Say something like:  Thank you for 
your generous offering today.  What 
you give makes a difference. Because 
of your gifts …children come to know 
and love Jesus through our Sunday 
school program. Member/church 
building focus)   

1. (for example) SS         
2. VBS               
3. building          

                                      
 
 
 
                 
 

1st Sunday of the 
month: do 12 of these 
on the first Sunday of 
the month, local thank 
yous on the 1st.  
 
Always say Thank You 
and mention Jesus!  

Locally (nonmember focus) 
Example: Thank you…because of 
your gifts nonmembers children can 
attend Bible camp and learn about 
Jesus. 

1. (for ex) Bible Camp    
2. Food shelf      
3.                        

                      

2nd Sunday of the 
month 

Synod, State or National Example: 
Thank you… 
Because of your gifts campus 
ministries in EC, RF, and Stout are 
sharing the good news about Jesus 
with college students.  

1. (for ex) Campus Ministry  
2. New mission. 
3. Lay School     

                     
 

3rd Sunday of the 
month 
NWSWI.org for ideas 
 

Global 
Example: Because of your gifts and 
offerings farmers in Malawi are 
learning new methods of growing 
food that resists drought and can 
eliminate famines.  

1. (for ex) Malawi                     
2. Kits                
3. quilts               

                     

4th Sunday of the 
month 
See Stories of Faith in 
Action booklet for 
ideas.  
ELCA.org 
Websites for ideas 
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Template for an ASK-THANK-TELL letter 

 

Ask, Thank, Tell, Charles Lane Augsburg Fortress 2006 

Romans 13: 6-106 For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, busy 
with this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is due them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue 
is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.8 Owe no one anything, except to love 
one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to 
a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Luke 10:25-37 Good Samaritan paid it forward for the injured man to stay at the inn.                                                
Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal 
life?” 26 He answered, “What’s written in God’s Law? How do you interpret it?”27 He said, “That you love the Lord 
your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as 
you do yourself.”28 “Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live.” 29 Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And 
just how would you define ‘neighbor’?” 30-32 Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was once a man traveling 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off 
leaving him half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw him he angled across 
to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided the injured man. 33-35 “A Samaritan 
traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, 
disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him 
comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of 
him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill—I’ll pay you on my way back.’ 36 “What do you think? Which of the three 

Romans 5:8 While we were yet sinners Christ died for us Christ paid it forward      For while we were still 
weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his 
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us 
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became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?”37 “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar 
responded .Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” 
 
Zaccheus paid it forward 4XHe entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So 
he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has 
gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of 
my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is 
a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 
Mary Paid It Forward Mark 14  While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,[b] as he sat at 
the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar 
and poured the ointment on his head. 4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was 
the ointment wasted in this way? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred 
denarii,[c] and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why 
do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, 
and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done 
what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good 
news[d] is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”  
 
 
 

 

 
We can’t pay God back for what God has done for us,                          

we can only PAY IT FORWARD. 

 
Give Like God Gives 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24751b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24753c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24757d
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Read, Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan Hyde.                                        
book club discussion questions  
1. When Trevor first presents his Pay-It-Forward plan—as a way to change the world for the 
better—many dismiss it. Why? What does their dismissal say about Trevor's plan and what does 
it say about those wrote it off? Would you have dismissed Pay-It-Forward 

2. Eventually, Pay-It-Forward begins to work, creating a chain reaction and becoming a 
Movement. Why does the concept take hold? What is it about the plan that inspires people?  

3. Talk about Reuben St. Claire. What kind of teacher is he...and what kind of human being? 
Why might the author have created a character with a severe facial disfigurement? And what's 
the irony behind the name, St. Claire? Does he live up to his name? 

4. What about Arlene, Trevor's mother? What kind of character is she? What does Trevor see in 
her that makes him believe, at heart, that she's a worthy individual who deserves better than she's 
got. 

7. The figure of Chris, the journalist, and his role in the Movement is curious. Given our media 
culture, would Trevor's Pay-it-Forward plan have become a Movement without media attention? 
Will people recognize the inherent goodness of something, give it significance, unless it's 
surrounded by hype or media saturation? 

8. If you were asked to come up with a project to make the world a better place...what ideas 
would you come up with? 

9. Do you personally follow the Pay-it-Forward philosophy? Does this book inspire you—make 
you more aware of what you, individually, or all of us, collectively, could do—to improve the 
world? 

10. Does this story connect to your religious faith? In what ways? 

11. Trevor thought Pay It Forward things had to be BIG. Agree or Disagree. Why? 

12. If you were going to do a Pay It Forward project, what would you do? 
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The concept of paying it forward is so 
wonderful for a number of reasons: 

1) It turns our focus away from 
ourselves.  Instead of the usual thought 
pattern of “How can I benefit from 
this?” or “What’s in it for me?”, the 
question of the day is more like, “How 
can I create a little happiness for 
someone?” or “How can something I do 
let someone know, with no strings 
attached, that kindness is still present in 
others?” 

2) It’s centered around giving rather 
than taking.  I think taking is fine.  Taking or receiving is what we do when someone gives us a 
gift.  It’s certainly what drives most dreams — we go out and claim it, make it happen, both are 
forms of taking.  But giving — the ability to give — is a gift unto itself.  

3) It’s joyful both ways.  Doing something nice for a perfect stranger can generate an unmatched 
feeling of pure joy.  As well, being on the receiving end where you least expect to find kindness 
feels a lot like hot cocoa and a soft, warm blanket on a stormy day. 

What are little, simple acts of kindness can we do to pay it forward today? 

 

 

We can’t pay God back for what God has done for us,                          
we can only PAY IT FORWARD. 
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120 Small Ideas to Pay It Forward 

1. Put a quarter in a meter, any meter, that’s about to expire 

2. Leave a copy of a really great book you’ve read in a cafe for someone else to enjoy 

3. Be nice to the customer service people who are trying to help you with your technological difficulties 

4. When someone wants to repay you for something, ask them to pay it forward. 

5. Tip your restaurant server generously 

6. Thank the cooks, waitstaff and bussers personally 

7. Forgive a driver directing road rage at you 

8. Buy or pack a meal for a homeless person  

9. Give a warm coat to a homeless person 

10. Offer to do pro bono work on a project where your skills are needed 

11. Mentor someone 

12. Make a donation 

13. Say a prayer for someone 

14. Compliment a stranger 

15. Send a box of donuts or bagels or muffins to a construction site 

16. Praise generously 

17. Show respect equally to all human beings 

18. Let someone cut in front of you at the grocery store 

19. Tell a funny joke to a stranger 

20. Give someone a chance to prove him or herself 

21. Encourage someone to pursue their dream 

22. Allow someone to let his or her light shine 

23. Show support to an artist or writer or musician 

24. Hold the door open for someone 

25. Teach a child something you wish you knew at that age 

26. Smile at someone who’s sad 

27. Smile at stranger 

28. Offer sincere, kind words to someone who’s hurting 

29. Visit a hospice and spend some time with a terminally ill patient 

30. Volunteer at a battered women’s shelter 

31. Spend some time with a senior citizen living alone 

32. Inspire someone to be the best that they can be 

33. Give someone the benefit of the doubt 

34. Offer to babysit for a single mother 

35. Offer the fedex, ups or dhl delivery person something to drink especially on a warm day 



12 
 

36. Help a pregnant lady 

37. Sit and talk with a homeless person and learn their story 

38. Loan something to someone and forget about it 

39. Contribute to a friend’s child’s education fund 

40. Give blood 

41. Show respect to a soldier  

42. Donate to or volunteer for the make-a-wish foundation 

43. Pay it backwards, buy the person behind you a cup of coffee 

44. Compliment the first three people you talk to today. 

45. Send a positive text message to five different people right now. 

46. Tell someone they dropped a dollar (even though they didn’t). Then give them a dollar. 

47. Donate old towels or blankets to an animal shelter. 

48. Surprise a neighbor with freshly baked cookies or treats! 

49. Let someone go in front of you in line who only has a few items. 

50. Leave a gas gift card at a gas pump. 

51. Throw a party to celebrate someone just for being who they are, which is awesome. 

52. Write a recommendation for coworker or connection. 

53. Leave quarters at the laundromat. 

54. Encounter someone in customer service who is especially kind? Take an extra five minutes to tell their 
manager. 

55. Leave unused coupons next to corresponding products in the grocery store. 

56. Try to make sure every person in a group conversation feels included. 

57. Write a kind message on your mirror with a dry erase marker for a family member. 

58. Place a positive body image notes in jean pockets at a department store. 

59. Smile at five strangers. 

60. Set an alarm on your phone to remind you to do something kind for someone else. 

61. Send a gratitude email to a coworker who deserves more recognition. 

62. Practice self-kindness and spend 30 minutes doing something you love today. 

63. Give away stuff for free on Craig’s List. 

64. Write a gratitude list in the morning and again in the evening. 

65. Know parents who could use a night out? Offer to babysit for free. 

66. Return shopping carts for people at the grocery store. 

67. Write a positive comment on your favorite blog, website, or a friend’s social media account. 

68. Have a clean-up party at a beach or park. 

69. While you’re out, compliment a parent on how well-behaved their child is. 

70. When you’re throwing something away on the street, pick up any litter around you  

71. Learn the names of the person at the front desk and other people you see every day.  

We can’t pay God 
back for what God 

has done for us, 
we can only PAY IT 

FORWARD. 
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72. Write your partner a list of things you love about them. 

73. Purchase extra dog or cat food and bring it to an animal shelter. 

74. Find opportunities to give compliments. It could make someone’s entire day. Don’t just think it. Say it. 

75. Take flowers or treats to the nurses’ station at your nearest hospital. 

76. Keep an extra umbrella at work, so you can lend it out when it rains. 

77. Send a ‘Thank you’ card or note to the officers at your local police or fire station. 

78. Take muffins or cookies to your local librarians. 

79. Run an errand for a family member who is busy. 

80. Leave a box of goodies in your mailbox for your mail carrier.  

81. Put your phone away while in the company of others. 

82. Email or write to a former teacher who made a difference in your life.  

83. Tell yourself something positive — you deserve kindness too! 

84. Hold the door open for the person behind you. 

85. Introduce yourself.  Make new colleagues, classmates, etc. feel welcome. 

86. Clean out all your old clothes and donate them to someone in need.  Your old is someone else’s new. 

87. Listen intently to people’s stories without trying to fix everything. 

88. Donate blood.  One pint of blood can save up to three lives.   

89. Volunteer at a hospital, homeless shelter, nursing home, etc.  Get outside of yourself and help others.   

90. Buy house warming gifts for new neighbors. 

91. Inspire others online. 

92. Share your umbrella with a stranger on a rainy day. 

93. Check up on someone who looks lonely. 

94. Let someone with only a few items cut you in line at the grocery store. 

95. Spread good news. 

96. Replace what you’ve used.  For example, fill up the copier or printer with paper after you’re done using it 
or start a fresh batch of coffee. 

97. Give words of encouragement to someone about their dreams 

98. Stop and buy a drink from a kid’s lemonade stand. 

99. Babysit for couples or single parents who don’t get out much so they can have some alone time. 

100. Shop at your local charity thrift store.  The money you spend there helps others. 

101. Help someone get active.  Offer to go walking or running together or join a gym together 

102. Make a difference in the life of a child. Give them your time and undivided attention.   

103. If you shop online, make your purchase through Give Back America. 

104. Pay for the person in line behind you. 

105. Drop off your old eye glasses at your local LensCrafters as a donation to the OneSight program. 

106. Create a care package and send it to an active duty military unit. 

107. Instead of having people give you birthday and holiday gifts, ask them to donate gifts or money to charity. 

We can’t pay 
God back for 
what God has 

done for us, we 
can only PAY IT 

FORWARD. 
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108. The next time you see someone pulled over with a flat tire, or in need of assistance, stop and ask how you 
can help.  Read How to Be an Everyday Philanthropist. 

109. Offer your seat to someone when there aren’t any left. 

110. Listen to someone’s pain and help them find a path through it. 

111. Hug a friend.  Let them know how important they are. 

112. Think twice before you throw something away. “Reduce, reuse, and recycle.” 

113. If you see a couple taking a self-pic, offer to take the picture for them. 

114. Setup a donation box and ask others to make canned/dried food contributions.  

115. Join efforts to preserve and protect the environment. 

116. Report an accident or a hazardous situation presents itself on the road  

117. Collect and donate prom dresses for underprivileged youth.  Princess Project. 

118. When you’re getting fast food, buy an extra meal for a homeless person. 

119. Lend your voice. The powerless need someone to speak up for them. 

120. Teach others how to make a difference in this world by setting a good example every day.  Read 29 Gifts: 
How a Month of Giving Can Change Your Life. 

Selflessness is the sincere concern for the well-being of others.  It’s about love.  It’s about 
compassion.  It’s about kindness and faith.  It’s about making a difference in the world.  Sure, 
you are only one, but you are one.  You cannot do everything, but you can do something.  Smile 
and enjoy the fact that you have the ability to make a difference – one you’ll likely remember 
forever. 

A story about paying it forward 

Mason Wartman always has a line of customers out of the door of Rosa's, his pizza shop in Philly. It 
might not be the best pizza in town, but it's the kindest. Colorful 
Post-its flutter on the walls of the shop like Tibetan prayer flags. 
Each one is a love-note to the future: a voucher for one free slice of 
pizza, bought by a paying customer who knows that the next person 
in the door might be broke.  
In the last year alone, Mason's community has bought more than 
10,000 slices of pizza for each other, using the simple, elegant post-it 
strategy Mason devised. 
Mason's ritual works because it's not charity. It's communion. Charity 

can do a lot of good, but charity also sometimes brings dented castoffs from the back of the pantry to the 
food drive and calls it love. 
Charity makes inequality radically visible. Communion makes inequality radically invisible. In the early 
church, communion was not a symbolic ritual, but a full meal—for some, the only meal they'd get that 
day. Imagine: platters of hot bread as big as your face gracing the table, and everybody eating their fill. 
Theoretically, nobody knew who was rich one, poor one, beggar one, slave. It was a meal designed to 
erase those boundaries, because we are all beggars in the eyes of God. 7 

 

                                                           
7 http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/01/14/377033772/philadelphia-pizza-lovers-pay-it-forward-one-slice-
at-a-time accessed August 2017 

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/01/14/377033772/philadelphia-pizza-lovers-pay-it-forward-one-slice-at-a-time
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/01/14/377033772/philadelphia-pizza-lovers-pay-it-forward-one-slice-at-a-time
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Here is what one pastor said on pledge card Sunday. 
An interesting phenomenon has been sweeping across the United States: drive-through 
generosity. Fast-food workers are seeing kindness that they’ve never witnessed before. And it’s 
become more and more common. People are paying for their own meal and paying extra for the 
car behind them in the drive through. 

You can imagine what being the recipient of such generosity looks like: after placing your order, 
you drive up to the cashier and are told that your order has been paid for. By someone you never 
met. Pretty powerful. 

This kind of good deed is often referred to as “paying it forward”. While a bit confusing in the 
context of paying for the car behind you in a drive-through; “to pay it forward” means to repay a 
kindness by being kind to someone else rather than the person who was kind to you. The 
expression was popularized by a best-selling novel which was then adapted into a film in 2000 
starring Kevin Spacey and Helen Hunt. The protagonist in the story does three good deeds and 
asks the beneficiaries to do three good deeds and it continues to pass on. 

In the past, paying it forward in drive-throughs occurred maybe once or twice a year, now fast-
food operators say it might happen several times a day. 

So, friends, in response to the God who has wiped away our tears, cleaned the dirt off our feet, 
and set us on a new path, we now have the opportunity to “pay it forward.” 

When we fill out a church pledge card or statement of intent, it’s not a transactional experience. 
You don’t pay for what you get.  Instead, we pledge to make possible programs and services that 
you might or might not receive. In this action today, we recognize that we are in covenant with 
one another, which means we care for one another.  And we care for the person we might never 
meet. 

This is how we pay it forward. This is how we insist on creating a world of generosity and 
gratitude. This is how we live out our call as holy troublemakers and resist the culture of scarcity 
and fear. 

So, in this Faith Promise procession, let us create our own drive-through generosity. As you 
place your pledge on the table, you aren’t buying a Happy Meal for the person behind you, but 
you are giving them the gift of a church home where their spirits can be nourished, their souls be 
fed, and their hearts filled. Amen. 

 

We can’t pay God back for what God has done for us,                          
we can only PAY IT FORWARD. 
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