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An annotated listing of online resources for Lutheran congregations 

 

Congregational resources: 

http://www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org/  ** 

“Lutherans Restoring Creation (LRC) is an exciting new initiative designed to encourage the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) …to incorporate a caring for creation ethic more fully into ELCA 

worship, educational programs, responsibility for buildings and grounds, lifestyle of members at home and 

work, and our public ministry, such that “earthkeeping” and justice for the whole Earth community becomes 

integral to the identity and purpose of our church.” Look for updates on amazing actions undertaken across 

the ELCA. Also, pastors especially see: http://www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org/Home/pastors/preaching 

and church members see: http://www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org/Home/congregations/church-greening-

guides  

 

http://www.webofcreation.org/  **  

”The Web of Creation was established to foster the movement for personal and social transformation to a 

just and sustainable world from religious perspectives. …[to] connect you with ideas, resources and 

strategies for doing eco-justice; inform, inspire, encourage, educate you about eco-justice; support you in 

your efforts to live, work and pray in ways that promote eco-justice. The Web of Creation is maintained by 

the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago…” So much to look at here – but they’ve developed a 

comprehensive plan so that you don’t need to. Start with: http://www.webofcreation.org/strating, and look for 

more comprehensive solutions here: http://www.webofcreation.org/complete-manuals  

http://blessedtomorrow.org/  ** 

“Throughout American history, people of faith have been at the forefront in addressing the greatest injustices 

of any era, transforming hearts, minds, and the course of our country. Today, religious communities are 

called to bring leadership to a new moral challenge - climate change. For the sake of our neighbors and for 

all of God’s creation, faith communities must provide a prophetic voice and powerful examples to inspire 

others to join them in leaving the legacy of a healthier, safer world for future generations.” Looking to be 

inspired by the accomplishments of others? Check out http://blessedtomorrow.org/success-stories. Looking 

to translate that into the life of your own congregation? See http://blessedtomorrow.org/engage#/for-leaders.  

http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/  ** 

“We seek to serve the whole church by providing resources… for congregations to celebrate God's love for 

creation, to worship God with creation so as to reconcile and restore our human relationship with the rest of 

nature, and to foster love and care for God's whole creation. We also provide resources to celebrate a 

"season of creation" or "creation time" in the church year.” This outgrowth of Web of Creation is your place 

for hymns, prayers, litanies, bible readings, liturgies and blessings, with contributors from around the world. 

See their Action Plan here: http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/theology-of-worship/green-congregation-

training/action  

http://www.eco-justice.org/  ** 

“Eco-Justice Ministries is an independent, ecumenical agency that helps churches answer the call to care for 

all of God's creation, and develop ministries that are faithful, relevant and effective in working toward social 

justice and environmental sustainability.” They have resources for preaching and worship: http://www.eco-

justice.org/Worship.asp, as well as congregational lay leadership: http://www.eco-justice.org/Greening-

Leadership.asp. Start here: http://www.eco-justice.org/Greening-Basics.asp  
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http://www.greenfaith.org/ 

“GreenFaith's mission is to inspire, educate and mobilize people of diverse religious backgrounds for 

environmental leadership. Our work is based on… [the belief] that protecting the earth is a religious value, 

and that environmental stewardship is a moral responsibility.” See especially their resources page, a 

programs page, and a downloadable congregational start-up kit so you can get started right away. 

http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/  ** 

“The mission of Interfaith Power & Light is to be faithful stewards of Creation by responding to global 

warming through the promotion of energy conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy. Look for 

targeted campaign ideas such as a “carbon fast,” faith & climate action week, ecologically themed worship 

resources such as hymns and prayers, etc.” So much to look at here – start with a “carbon fast”: 

http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/carbon-fast-resources/ or an action week of faith and climate: 

http://www.faithclimateactionweek.org/ & https://interfaith-power-light.myshopify.com/collections/faith-

climate-action-week-supplies. Also see http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/religious-statements-on-

climate-change/ to assess how the Lutheran church has responded in comparison to our sisters and 

brothers in other faiths and denominations. 

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/owners_and_managers/congregations  

“ENERGY STAR has… free, unbiased information and technical support… [to help] your congregation 

[reduce] energy waste and energy costs, while protecting the environment. You may even certify your 

church building so that you can demonstrate your commitment to the congregation and community.” See a 

listing of certified churches in Wisconsin here: 

https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=labeled_buildings.showResults&OWNER_ID=&STR=&bui

lding_type_id=87&VIEW=&year=&MINI=&search_owner_id=&search_prop_manager_id=&FILTER_B_ID=&

zip=&STARTNUM=1&search_spp_id=&city=&profiles=0&s_code=WI  

  **  Pastors may find these resources especially helpful 

 

Trusted sources of information from within the Christian/interfaith community: 

http://katharinehayhoe.com/ 

“I’m an atmospheric scientist. I study climate change, one of the most pressing issues we face today.” She 

has degrees in Physics and Astronomy from the University of Toronto, and in Atmospheric Sciences from 

the University of Illinois. “I spend most of my days studying the natural environment. From that perspective, 

the answer is clear: God has given us the freedom and the ability to make choices. These choices have 

consequences.” See her interview on Bill Moyers (http://billmoyers.com/segment/climate-change-faith-and-

fact/) and also check out her and her husband’s book, A Climate for Change: Global Warming Facts for 

Faith-Based Decisions, http://www.climateforchangethebook.com/  

http://climateoutreach.org/resources/climate-change-faith/ 

Not a faith-based climate organization, but have partnered with GreenFaith (see above) –to …bridg[e] the 

gap between research and practice and helping to widen engagement across a broader spectrum of society. 

See also http://climateoutreach.org/resource-type/faith/  

Yale Center for Climate Change Communication (http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/):    

Not an organization based solely on faith, but rather “…social scientists studying the causes and 

consequences of public opinion and behavior. Our mission is to advance the science of climate change 

communication, help leaders communicate more effectively, and increase the public's understanding of 

climate risks and opportunities.” See two of their recent studies specifically assessing the attitudes and 

perceptions of people of faith: http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-

american-christian-mind/;  http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/faith-morality-environment/  

http://www.greenfaith.org/
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/carbon-fast-resources/
http://www.faithclimateactionweek.org/
https://interfaith-power-light.myshopify.com/collections/faith-climate-action-week-supplies
https://interfaith-power-light.myshopify.com/collections/faith-climate-action-week-supplies
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/religious-statements-on-climate-change/
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/religious-statements-on-climate-change/
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/owners_and_managers/congregations
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=labeled_buildings.showResults&OWNER_ID=&STR=&building_type_id=87&VIEW=&year=&MINI=&search_owner_id=&search_prop_manager_id=&FILTER_B_ID=&zip=&STARTNUM=1&search_spp_id=&city=&profiles=0&s_code=WI
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=labeled_buildings.showResults&OWNER_ID=&STR=&building_type_id=87&VIEW=&year=&MINI=&search_owner_id=&search_prop_manager_id=&FILTER_B_ID=&zip=&STARTNUM=1&search_spp_id=&city=&profiles=0&s_code=WI
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=labeled_buildings.showResults&OWNER_ID=&STR=&building_type_id=87&VIEW=&year=&MINI=&search_owner_id=&search_prop_manager_id=&FILTER_B_ID=&zip=&STARTNUM=1&search_spp_id=&city=&profiles=0&s_code=WI
http://katharinehayhoe.com/
http://billmoyers.com/segment/climate-change-faith-and-fact/
http://billmoyers.com/segment/climate-change-faith-and-fact/
http://www.climateforchangethebook.com/
http://climateoutreach.org/resources/climate-change-faith/
http://climateoutreach.org/resource-type/faith/
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-christian-mind/
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-christian-mind/
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/faith-morality-environment/


http://www.audubon.org/section/faith-climate  

Organizations from “big green” non-profits are recognizing the vital connection between faith and climate 

change 

Catholic-focused resources appropriate for all Christians:  

http://catholicclimatemovement.global/ “We are a community of hundreds of thousands of Catholics… 

responding to Pope Francis’ call to action in the Laudato Si’ encyclical. We are lay people, priests, religious, 

bishops and a global network of member organizations working together to tackle the climate change crisis.” 

See especially: http://catholicclimatemovement.global/climate-change-facts/; 

http://catholicclimatemovement.global/stories/. 

Pope Francis’ monumental Encyclical, Laudato Sí, is a must-read to begin to grasp the theology that moves 

us to consider this new “Eco-reformation.” Read it in its entirely at: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-

laudato-si.html or check out the resources at: http://catholicclimatemovement.global/laudatosi/.  

Lutheran-specific resources: 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/tags/climate-change  

“The Lutheran World Federation is a global communion of 145 churches in the Lutheran tradition, 

representing over 74 million Christians in 98 countries. We strive to put our faith into action within and 

beyond the communion, and seek God’s Word and Spirit to guide us.” This is a listing of recent articles and 

blog posts about climate change. 

https://lwr.org/what-we-do/climate  

“More frequent and severe weather events. Extreme rainfall: either too much, or not enough. All are signs of 

a changing climate that disproportionately affects vulnerable and marginalized communities. Changing 

climates are impacting livelihoods, threatening food and water security, and creating risks for millions of poor 

people. Changes in rainfall, temperature, and seasons threaten agricultural production and even shift 

suitable growing areas for key crops.” It’s hard to overstate the excellent work done in our names by LWR. 

Check out this site to see how their efforts are made more difficult by climate change and what they are 

doing to contribute to mitigation efforts and also to help the most vulnerable adapt. 

http://www.elca.org/Resources/Caring-for-Creation/ 

There are many other ELCA -specific resources available, but you have to do a little searching to find them. 

I’ll include links to several below: 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Climate_Change_Issue_Paper.pdf 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Climate_Change_Toolkit.pdf?_ga=1.20221493

0.2048757742.1438919159  

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Climate_Change_101.pdf?_ga=1.209608977.2

048757742.1438919159  

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Pastoral_Message_re_Global_Climate_Chang

e.pdf?_ga=1.209608977.2048757742.1438919159  

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Green_Climate_Fund_factsheet.pdf?_ga=1.18

4519973.2048757742.1438919159  

 

Please feel free to share this resource page so long as you maintain attribution and contact information. And 

please e-mail me with updates and/or additions: Jim Boulter, jeb.citizensclimatelobby@gmail.com.  
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