
Annual Report and Thank You! 
From Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson January 2022 

 
Dear Pastors, Deacons, SAMs, and Lay 
Leaders of the Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin, 

 Are you ready for your annual 
congregational meeting? As a parish pastor 
I did everything I could to make our annual 
meeting a celebration of ministry. It was a 
time to thank everyone for their part of the 
good work we were doing together in Jesus’ 
name. We had door prizes, church 
appropriate joke contests, and one year we 
had a fashion show featuring clothes from 
our church’s thrift store. I created a 
PowerPoint with photos highlighting every 

aspect of our congregation’s ministry and a narrative budget that explained how we supported all these 
ministries financially. We had party themed meals, decorations, childcare and music. We laughed and had 
fun. There was even time for a business meeting to approve the budget, elect officers and talk about the 
new ministries we hoped to do in the future. I hope you can celebrate at least a little at your annual 
meetings. This year, more than ever, we need to find some way to celebrate that:                                                           

1. We are still here! COVID didn’t win.  A pandemic and social unrest didn’t stop us from 
proclaiming the God’s good news of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
2. The church never closed, it found new ways to connect with the community and share the 
transforming love of Jesus.  
3. We learned how to live with this virus, looking for new ways move forward in God’s mission. 
4. We are all listening, praying and planning to take our next most faithful step as disciples 
following in the way of Jesus.   
5. We’ve become clearer about our purpose as a church. We exist so that the next generation 
will come to know and love Jesus and all generations will experience God’s grace and 
forgiveness.  

 
This is all amazing and worthy of a party. So throw a party during 
your annual meeting this year!  
 
However, you and I both know that everything is not totally 
amazing and awesome. Yes, we can certainly give thanks and 

celebrate. We can celebrate surviving, but we can’t ignore the suffering, loss and the grief of the past two 
years. So we can celebrate this year at our annual meeting knowing that lament precedes joy. This joy is 
grounded on God’s presence that was with us in our suffering and pain. Luther said “God can be found 
only in suffering and the cross,”1 and that we can never be sure of God’s presence unless we are looking 
at suffering.  It is in the suffering that God is bringing hope and redemption. This is the basis of the 
Theology of the Cross and is what gives birth to a Theology of Joy.2 It is from this place of deep joy, joy 
that remembers suffering, that we consider our next most faithful step. What is your next most faithful 
step as a congregation?  
                                                           
1 Martin Luther Helps Us See Divine Love in Pandemi... | Christianity Today 
2 Dr. Anna Madsen, presentation to Region 5 bishops and staff, November 2021. 

Thank you, for joining us in the work of sharing the gospel! 
Randy Olson, Laura Ramlow, Laurie Skow-Anderson, Greg 

Kaufmann, Liz Bartsch, Erin Nelson 

I am grateful for your prayerful 
and financial support of the 
work that we do together as a 
public church.  

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/may-web-only/martin-luther-coronavirus-black-plague-alien-work-of-god.html


 
That is the question we are asking at our annual 
synod learning events Walking Together and EPIC 
(Church Council Training) both on March 26 in 
person at UW EC Davies Center, and our Synod 
Assembly April at Trinity in Eau Claire.  
 

Dear Partners in the Gospel, the theologian Douglas John Hall writes that “the good news is good because it 
challenges and displaces bad news ... It is good news because it engages, takes on and does battle with the bad 
news, offering another alternative, another vision of what could be, another way into the future.”3 

The church is called is to proclaim good news that challenges bad news. We are called to join God in this work 
in the public arena. There is a gap between what is currently happening in our community and God’s will for 
all people to flourish and experience abundant life. The bad news is that gap. We see the gap as hunger, 
poverty, homelessness, sickness, violence, greed, and injustice. The church is called to do God’s work with our 
hands and feet and voice to bridge the gap between what is and what God intends. We gather in worship and 
are sent out into the streets to serve the Lord as we affirmed in baptism to proclaim Christ through word and 
deed, to serve all people, following in the ways of Jesus, working for justice and peace in all the earth.4 

We are called out of our church buildings and into the streets, into the public arena to be public witnesses to 
the way of Jesus, the life that God intended for all people. We are pulled out of of our church buildings and 
into the streets to be church for the sake of the world.  

This year’s Bright Spots awards at the synod assembly will lift up congregations and organizations within 
this synod that are taking their ministry to the street, doing ministry out in public, engaged in the public 
arena.  

Please let me know how your congregation is engaged as a Public Church. How is your church engaged 
in the public arena and taking its ministry to the streets? How are the members of your congregation being 
equipped/trained to be church in your community? I am truly grateful for your partnership in the gospel.  

Bishop Laurie 

2022 Synod Calendar Dates 
January 17 Winter Theological Event-Guest Speaker-Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton-Luther Park 
January 22-26 Civil Rights Pilgrimage-Atlanta, Georgia and Montgomery, Alabama 
March 15 Deadline for resolutions to be submitted for synod assembly 
March 19 Synod Council Meeting 
March 26 Walking Together and EPIC Eau Clarie Davies Center: Your Next Most Faithful Step 
April 21, 24, 25 Zoom Pre-Assembly Forums 

April 30 Synod Assembly-Taking it to 
the Streets: The Public Church 
July 18-24 ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis and MYLE-Multicultural 
Youth Leadership Event 
August 9-12 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly in Columbus, Ohio 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 Public Church Scholars - Religion and Philosophy - | (augsburg.edu) 
4 ELW 237 

April 30, 2022 Synod Assembly 
OUR NEXT MOST FAITHFUL STEP:    

Taking it to the Streets-Being a Public Church 
Proverbs 1:20 Wisdom cries out in the street; 
in the public places Wisdom raises her voice. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 We always give 
thanks to God for all of you and mention 
you in our prayers, constantly remember 
before our God your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

https://www.augsburg.edu/religion-and-philosophy/public-church-scholars/

