
ADVENT WORSHIP PEACE 
WEEK TWO 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Introduction 

For this Advent service we will begin with a time of contemplation that 
includes songs in the style of Taize. In the Taize chant tradition we learn 
that “singing is one of the most essential elements of worship. Short songs, 
repeated again and again, give worship a meditative character. Using just a 
few words they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind. 
As words are sung over many time, this reality gradually penetrates the 
whole being. Meditative singing thus becomes a way of listening to God. It 
allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together and to remain 
together in attentive waiting on God.”1 The scripture reading will be done in 
the style of Lectio Divina, read three times with silence between readings.  

 
Invitation into Meditation 

Throughout this Advent Season we will look to God to find our hope, peace, 
love and joy. Please find some stillness in your hearts and minds as we 
worship together. Our opening song will be simple and repeated often, so 
we can rest together in the reality of God. Our scripture readings will be 
repeated with space for silence and meditation. Now breath deeply and 
bring your awareness to God’s presence among us.  

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW#528 “Come and Fill Our Hearts With Your Peace” Sing 4 
times/ LBW #414 “O God of Love, O King of Peace” vs. 1, Sing 4 times 
 
Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5 

(Read 3 times, with a time of silent contemplation in between each reading) 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin 
has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for 
all her sins. A voice of one calling: "In the wilderness prepare the way for 

                                                             
1 Taize website, Meditation Singing, taize.fr/en 
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the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley 
shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will 
be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD 
has spoken."  

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW#528 “Come and Fill Our Hearts With Your Peace” Sing 4 
times/ LBW #414 “O God of Love, O King of Peace” vs. 1, Sing 4 times 
 
Reflection Poem: “In Memory” by Wendell Berry 

I leave the warmth of the stove, 
My chair and book and go out 
Into the cold night. My little lamp 
That shows the way and leaves me dark 
Is swinging in my hand.  
The house windows shine above me, 
And below a single light gleams 
In the barn where an hour ago 
I left an ewe in labor. Beyond 
Is the grand sweep of Heaven’s stars. 
As I walk between them in the deep 
Night, the lights of house and barn 
Also are stars; my own small light 
Is an unsteady star. 
I come to the earth on the barn floor  
Where the ewe’s lambs have been born 
And now, wet and bloody, breathing 
At last the air of this wintery world, 
Struggle to rise while the ewe  
Mutters and licks. Unknowing, 
They have the knack of their becoming; 
Heartbeat and breath, 
The hunger that will lead them 
And thence to the sunlit 
Grass. I perform the ancient acts of  
Comfort and safety, making sure. 
In linger a moment in the pleasure  
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Of their coming and my welcome 
And then go, for I must comfort myself 
And sleep. While I worked 
The world turned half an hour 
Carrying us on toward morning 
And spring, the dark and the cold 
Again, the births and then the deaths 
Of many things, the end of time. 
I close the door and walk back, 
Homeward, among the stars.  

 
Homily (Jamie Brieske) 
 
Silence for Reflection 
 
Advent Prayer 

To you Lord, we lift up our hearts and hands in prayer. 
We lift up to you our longing for hope in a despairing world. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our need for peace in a time of deep anger and 
divisiveness. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our deep desire for love in a lonely existance. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our anticipation for joy in a bleak and unknown future. 
(Silence) 
 
You promised hope in the coming of your son and he is the hope for the 
world. 
You promised peace in the coming of your son and he is the Prince of 
Peace. 
You promised love in the coming of your son and he is your expression of 
love poured out on us. 
You promised joy in the coming of your son and we sing songs of joy to you.  
 
Fill us with your hope and peace and love and joy as we go through this 
busy time of year. Let us rest in you. Amen.  

 
 
Interactive Offering 
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You are invited to offer a question for reflection for your congregation to 
meditate on during offering each week. 
 
Week 2: Pray for a place or a relationship that needs God’s peace. 
 
If you want, we invite you to add another layer and invite your congregants 
to come forward and light a candle as they reflect on the weekly question or 
write their thoughts on a piece of paper to bring forward. Be creative! 

 
Offering Prayer 

God of peace, we bring our gifts to you. We offer our peace, our gifts, our 
time, ourselves to you this Advent season. Use these offerings to bless the 
world that you love. Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn: ELW#256/ LBW #29 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 
 
Sending: 

Go in Peace, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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