
ADVENT WORSHIP LOVE 
WEEK THREE 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Introduction 

For this Advent service we will begin with a time of contemplation that 
includes songs in the style of Taize. In the Taize chant tradition we learn 
that “singing is one of the most essential elements of worship. Short songs, 
repeated again and again, give worship a meditative character. Using just a 
few words they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind. 
As words are sung over many time, this reality gradually penetrates the 
whole being. Meditative singing thus becomes a way of listening to God. It 
allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together and to remain 
together in attentive waiting on God.”1 The scripture reading will be done in 
the style of Lectio Divina, read three times with silence between readings.  

 
Invitation into Meditation 

Throughout this Advent Season we will look to God to find our hope, peace, 
love and joy. Please find some stillness in your hearts and minds as we 
worship together. Our opening song will be simple and repeated often, so 
we can rest together in the reality of God. Our scripture readings will be 
repeated with space for silence and meditation. Now breath deeply and 
bring your awareness to God’s presence among us.  

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW #721 “Goodness is Stronger Than Evil” Sing 4 times/ LBS 
#88 “O Love How Deep” vs. 1, Sing 4 times 
 
Reading: Luke 1:46-56 

(Read 3 times, with a time of silent contemplation in between each reading) 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior,for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

                                                             
1 Taize website, Meditation Singing, taize.fr/en 
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 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to 
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever.” 
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her 
home.  
.    

Meditation Hymn: ELW #721 “Goodness is Stronger Than Evil” Sing 4 times/ LBS 
#88 “O Love How Deep” vs. 1, Sing 4 times 
 
 
Reflection Poem “To Mary” by Wendell Berry 

A child unborn, the coming year 
Grows big within us, dangerous, 
And yet we hunger as we fear 
For its increase; the blunted bud 
 
To free the leaf to have its day 
The unborn to be born. The ones 
Who are to come are on their way, 
And though we stand in mortal good 
 
Among our dead, we turn in doom 
In joy to welcome them, stirred by 
That Ghost who stirs in seed and tomb, 
Who brings the stones to parenthood. 

 
Homily (Ally Klug) 
 
Silence for Reflection 
 
Advent Prayer 
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To you Lord, we lift up our hearts and hands in prayer. 
We lift up to you our longing for hope in a despairing world. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our need for peace in a time of deep anger and 
divisiveness. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our deep desire for love in a lonely existance. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our anticipation for joy in a bleak and unknown future. 
(Silence) 
 
You promised hope in the coming of your son and he is the hope for the 
world. 
You promised peace in the coming of your son and he is the Prince of 
Peace. 
You promised love in the coming of your son and he is your expression of 
love poured out on us. 
You promised joy in the coming of your son and we sing songs of joy to you.  
 
Fill us with your hope and peace and love and joy as we go through this 
busy time of year. 
 
Let us rest in you. Amen.  

 
 
Interactive Offering 

You are invited to offer a question for reflection for your congregation to 
meditate on during offering each week. 
 
Week 3: Give thanks for the love that is in your life. 
 
If you want, we invite you to add another layer and invite your congregants 
to come forward and light a candle as they reflect on the weekly question or 
write their thoughts on a piece of paper to bring forward. Be creative! 

 
Offering Prayer 

God of love, we bring our gifts to you. We offer our love, our gifts, our time, 
ourselves to you this Advent season. Use these offerings to bless the world 
that you love. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: ELW #292 “Love Has Come”/ LBW #58 “Lo, How a Rose” 
 
Sending: 

Go in Love, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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