
ADVENT WORSHIP JOY 
WEEK FOUR 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Introduction 

For this Advent service we will begin with a time of contemplation that 
includes songs in the style of Taize. In the Taize chant tradition we learn 
that “singing is one of the most essential elements of worship. Short songs, 
repeated again and again, give worship a meditative character. Using just a 
few words they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind. 
As words are sung over many time, this reality gradually penetrates the 
whole being. Meditative singing thus becomes a way of listening to God. It 
allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together and to remain 
together in attentive waiting on God.”1 The scripture reading will be done in 
the style of Lectio Divina, read three times with silence between readings.  

 
Invitation into Meditation 

Throughout this Advent Season we will look to God to find our hope, peace, 
love and joy. Please find some stillness in your hearts and minds as we 
worship together. Our opening song will be simple and repeated often, so 
we can rest together in the reality of God. Our scripture readings will be 
repeated with space for silence and meditation. Now breath deeply and 
bring your awareness to God’s presence among us.  

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW #753 “Dona Nobis” Sing 4 times/ LBW # 34 “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel” vs. 1, Sing 4 times 
 
Reading: John 1:1-5, 14 

(Read 3 times, with a time of silent contemplation in between each reading) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, 

                                                             
1 Taize website, Meditation Singing, taize.fr/en 
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and the darkness has not overcome it. The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW #753 “Dona Nobis” Sing 4 times/ LBW # 34 “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel” vs. 1, Sing 4 times 
 
Reflection Poem: “Remembering that it happened once” by Wendell Berry 

Remembering that it happened once, 
We cannot turn away the thought, 
As we go out, cold, to our barns 
Toward the long night’s end, that we 
Ourselves are living in the world 
It happened in when it first happened, 
That we ourselves, opening a stall 
(A latch thrown open countless times 
Before), might find them breathing there, 
Foreknown: the Child bedded in straw, 
The mother kneeling over Him, 
The husband standing in belief 
He scarcely can believe, in light 
That lights them from no source we see, 
An April morning’s light, the air 
Around them joyful as a choir. 
We stand with one hand on the door, 
Looking into another world 
That is this world, the pale daylight 
Coming just as before, our chores 
To do, the cattle all awake, 
Our own frozen breath hanging 
In front of us; and we are here 
As we have never been before, 
Sighted as not before, our place 
Holy, although we knew it not. 
 

Homily (Steve Meyer) 
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Silence for Reflection 
 
Advent Prayer 

To you Lord, we lift up our hearts and hands in prayer. 
We lift up to you our longing for hope in a despairing world. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our need for peace in a time of deep anger and 
divisiveness. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our deep desire for love in a lonely existance. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our anticipation for joy in a bleak and unknown future. 
(Silence) 
 
You promised hope in the coming of your son and he is the hope for the 
world. 
You promised peace in the coming of your son and he is the Prince of 
Peace. 
You promised love in the coming of your son and he is your expression of 
love poured out on us. 
You promised joy in the coming of your son and we sing songs of joy to you.  
 
Fill us with your hope and peace and love and joy as we go through this 
busy time of year. 
 
Let us rest in you. Amen.  
 

 
 
Interactive Offering 

You are invited to offer a question for reflection for your congregation to 
meditate on during offering each week. 
 
Week 4: Where have you experienced joy today?  
 
If you want, we invite you to add another layer and invite your congregants 
to come forward and light a candle as they reflect on the weekly question or 
write their thoughts on a piece of paper to bring forward. Be creative! 
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Offering Prayer 
God of joy, we bring our gifts to you. We offer our joy, our gifts, our time, 
ourselves to you this Advent season. Use these offerings to bless the world 
that you love. Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn: ELW#244/ LBW# 25 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
 
Sending: 

Go in Joy, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 


