
ADVENT WORSHIP HOPE 
WEEK ONE 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Introduction 

For this Advent service we will begin with a time of contemplation that 
includes songs in the style of Taize. In the Taize chant tradition we learn that 
“singing is one of the most essential elements of worship. Short songs, 
repeated again and again, give worship a meditative character. Using just a 
few words they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind. 
As words are sung over many time, this reality gradually penetrates the 
whole being. Meditative singing thus becomes a way of listening to God. It 
allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together and to remain 
together in attentive waiting on God.”1 The scripture reading will be done in 
the style of Lectio Divina, read three times with silence between readings.  

 
Invitation into Meditation 

Throughout this Advent Season we will look to God to find our hope, 
peace, love and joy. Please find some stillness in your hearts and minds as 
we worship together. Our opening song will be simple and repeated often, 
so we can rest together in the reality of God. Our scripture readings will be 
repeated with space for silence and meditation. Now breath deeply and 
bring your awareness to God’s presence among us.  

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW #262 “Wait For the Lord” Sing 4 times/ LBW Canticle 
#8 “The People Who Walked in Darkness” Sing 4 times 
 
Reading: Isaiah 9:2 and 6 

(Read 3 times, with a time of silent contemplation in between each reading) 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has 
been born for us,  a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 

                                                                    
1 Taize website, Meditation Singing, taize.fr/en 
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he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.    

 
Meditation Hymn: ELW #262 “Wait For the Lord” Sing 4 times/ LBW Canticle 
#8 “The People Who Walked in Darkness” Sing 4 times 
 

Reflection Poem: “A Poem on Hope” by Wendell Berry 

It is hard to have hope. It is harder as you grow old,  
for hope must not depend on feeling good  
and there’s the dream of loneliness at absolute midnight.  
You also have withdrawn belief in the present reality  
of the future, which surely will surprise us,  
and hope is harder when it cannot come by prediction  
anymore than by wishing. But stop dithering.  
The young ask the old to hope. What will you tell them?  
Tell them at least what you say to yourself. 

Because we have not made our lives to fit  
our places, the forests are ruined, the fields, eroded,  
the streams polluted, the mountains, overturned. Hope  
then to belong to your place by your own knowledge  
of what it is that no other place is, and by  
your caring for it, as you care for no other place, this  
knowledge cannot be taken from you by power or by wealth.  
It will stop your ears to the powerful when they ask  
for your faith, and to the wealthy when they ask for your land 
and your work.  Be still and listen to the voices that belong  
to the stream banks and the trees and the open fields. 

Find your hope, then, on the ground under your feet.  
Your hope of Heaven, let it rest on the ground underfoot.  
The world is no better than its places. Its places at last  
are no better than their people while their people  
continue in them. When the people make  
dark the light within them, the world darkens. 

 
Homily (David Behling) 
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Silence for Reflection 
 
Advent Prayer 

To you Lord, we lift up our hearts and hands in prayer. 
We lift up to you our longing for hope in a despairing world. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our need for peace in a time of deep anger and 
divisiveness. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our deep desire for love in a lonely existance. (Silence) 
We lift up to you our anticipation for joy in a bleak and unknown future. 
(Silence) 
 
You promised hope in the coming of your son and he is the hope for the 
world. 
You promised peace in the coming of your son and he is the Prince of 
Peace. 
You promised love in the coming of your son and he is your expression of 
love poured out on us. 
You promised joy in the coming of your son and we sing song of joy to you.  
 
Fill us with your hope and peace and love and joy as we go through this 
busy time of year. Let us rest in you. Amen.  

 
 
Interactive Offering 

You are invited to offer a question for reflection for your congregation to 
meditate on during offering each week. 
 
Week 1: What is the hope of your heart?  
 
If you want, we invite you to add another layer and invite your congregants to 
come forward and light a candle as they reflect on the weekly question or 
write their thoughts on a piece of paper to bring forward. Be creative! 

 
Offering Prayer 

God of hope, we bring our gifts to you. We offer our hopes, our gifts, our 
time, ourselves to you this Advent season. Use these offerings to bless the 
world that you love. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: ELW #294 “In the Bleak Midwinter”/ LBW #30 “Come Thou 
Long Expected Jesus” 
 
Sending: 

Go in Hope, 
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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