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Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,  

 
I was reading Romans 1 and realized it was the perfect opening of my letter to 
you, slightly adapted.                                                                                                                             
 From: Laurie, a servant of Jesus Christ, called as pastor and bishop, set apart 
for the gospel of God. (Romans 1:1) To all God’s beloved in the Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin, who are called to be saints: Grace and peace from God 
our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:7) First, I thank my God 

through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed 
throughout the synod. (Romans 1:8) 

 
Paul had the right idea, beginning his letter to the Romans by first of all saying 

THANK YOU, and so will I.  
 
Thank you all for your partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ that we share in this corner of the 
world. Thank you for your prayerful and financial support of the work that we do together as 
synod that we could not do alone.  I am grateful for your faithful work of sharing the good news 
of Jesus with the next generation. We work together so that the next generation will come to 
know and love Jesus. Thank you! 
 
Many of you, as you prepare for your annual meeting, are thinking about your congregation’s 
goals for the New Year, 2019.  What is God calling you to do in the future? What is God about to 
do in your neighborhood, community, township in 2019? How can you join in God’s mission 
where you are right now? I pray that as you prepare for your annual meeting you will keep God 
in the conversation about your ministry plans. I pray that the cross of Jesus is clearly evident in 
the budget you prepare. I pray that the Holy Spirit will nudge you to move forward faithfully as 
you have in the past. The synod ministers have been working on our goals for the New Year.  
 

Synod Goals 2019 
1. Strengthen Congregational Vitality 

a. New Vitality Metrics (Faithful Service) 
b. Connection to God, each other, neighbors 
c. Healthy and Viable Congregations (Faithful Innovations, EPIC, Walking Together) 

2. Equip for the Future 
a. Resource congregations for Cross-Gen and First Third of Life Faith Formation 
b. Raise up Lay and Rostered Leaders (Lay School, Candidacy, First Call) 
c. Power of Two-youth ministry training 
d. Campus Ministry and Outdoor Ministry 

3. Connect with Malawi 
a. Sponsor 7 Youth from Malawi to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering 
b. Pastors Academy 
c. Strengthen Companion Congregations 
d. Increase giving for Wells and Food Security 



 
4. Grow Generosity 

a. Synod Mission Support 
b. Synod Endowment Fund 
c. Thriving Congregations 

5. Advocate for Justice 
a. Racial Justice Task Force 
b. Synod Youth Board 
c. Bishop’s World Hunger Challenge 

 
Your Synod Ministers ask that you pray for us as we pray for you regularly.   
 

Elizabeth Bartsch-Synod Minister for Administration 
Rev. Greg Kaufmann-Synod Minister for Leadership 

Rev. Erin Nelson-Director for Evangelical Mission 
Rev. Randy Olson-Synod Minister for Leadership 

Deacon Laura Ramlow-Synod Minister for Communication, Malawi, Faith Formation 
 

 
God bless you and your congregations in this New Year.  
 

 
 

 
 

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 
 


