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Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 
"The world in front of you is nothing like the world behind you." 
 
This is a quote from a book I am currently reading titled: "Canoeing the Mountains" by Tod Bolsinger. 
  

It is a book directed to pastors and church leaders to help them navigate the changes that are necessary 
to take the church to places it has never been before. I chose this quote for this annual report because, this will be 
my third year using a nautical theme to help us all to look forward to a new year and plan the best we can to take 
on what the future may bring. 
 The title of the book comes from the journey of Lewis and Clark as they led their team into uncharted 
territory on what was called the Corps of Discovery Expedition. When they arrived at the Great Falls of Montana 
they realized that their expectation of canoeing the Northwest Passage all the way to the Pacific Ocean was not a 
reality. All that lay before their eyes was mountains, "the most terrible mountain we have ever beheld." To go 
forward, they must learn a new way. They must learn to canoe the mountains. 
 This is where we stand as a church; this is where our churches stand in our communities and country 
sides. We know what got us here, but we don't know how to move forward. "The world that is front of you is 
nothing like the world behind you." 
 
But move forward Lewis and Clark and their team did...and they continue to inspire leaders over 200 years later! 
 
 And so can we move forward. And, so must we! 2017, and the years following will be years requiring 
leadership, risk, unknown, danger and more failure than success. They will be years when the Spirit will be needed 
more than any time in my lifetime. But they will be years of adventure and wonder. I believe that with all of my 
heart and soul. 
 I encourage all of our Pastors, Deacons and Synodically Authorized Ministers to challenge the lay 
leadership of their ministries to come together and learn...learn how to canoe the mountains: read books on 
leadership; scour the great leaders of scripture; take time for prayer and visioning.  And stop relying totally on 
what got you here to take you where God wants you to go.  
 You will stumble. You will get lost. You will be afraid. You will question. But you will keep moving. 
Sometimes, that is all you can do, until the skills you need become more sure and the questions you ask begin to 
find answers. 
 And trust. Trust in God who brought the children of Israel to the land God had promised. 
 One of my favorite songs was written by Don Moen. It is titled "God Will Make a Way" and I type every 
one of these words from memory: "God will make a way, when there seems to be no way. He works in ways we 
cannot see, he will make a way for me. He will be my guide. Hold me closely to his side. With love and strength for 
each new day, he will make a way, he will make a way." 
 It is a song that sings to my soul when I stand at those places where the world in front of me is nothing 
like the world behind me. It is a song that sings when I must learn how to canoe the mountains. 
 
 It is a song for all of you as well. God WILL make a way. Now start paddling! 
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