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The 

Church Chimes 

A s September draws to a close, we know that summer is breathing its last breath of warmth and sunshine.  

Soon the autumn weather will signal the coming cold weather.  If you are like me, you have been scurrying 

around to get everything battened down in anticipation of winter.  September is giving way to the crisp 

cool air of October.  The days get shorter, and the nights get longer.   

At the end of September, I would like for us to look forward to Reformation Sunday.  This year Reformation Sunday will 

be observed on October 31, which in our culture is Halloween.  Historically, October 31, is the day that Martin Luther 

nailed his 95 Theses to the Wittenberg Church door.  This sparked a revolution in the western Christian Church.  Why 

did Martin Luther choose October 31?  Let me explain. 

In the Middle Ages Celtic people celebrated the end of summer with Samhain (pronounced sow-in) on October 31.  It 

was the Celtic New Year’s Eve!  The New Year was celebrated on November 1.  The way the Celtic tradition goes, Oc-

tober 31, was the day on which the Celts offered sacrifices to the god of the dead, Samhain.  They also venerated their 

dead ancestors.  Samhain was supposed to send evil spirits to trick unsuspecting mortals.  To counteract this release of 

evil spirits, people would dress in costumes imitating these spirits.  Their disguises were thought to fool the evil spirits 

and thus they would be spared from the spirits’ impish pranks.  When the night passed, they were safe. 

The Roman Catholic Church, as it did in so many instances, began to incorporate these pagan observances into the 

church calendar, but fill them with new meaning.  November 1 was no longer the New Year; it was All Saint’s Day.  A 

day when those who were recognized by the Roman Catholic Church as Saints were honored.  In Luther’s day there 

were about 5000 “Saints” so recognized by the Church.  October 31, was known as All Hallows Eve, shortened to Hal-

lowe’en.  This was one of those occasions that people used to build merit with God.  They would perform acts of chari-

ty and other acts of penance to earn God’s favor.  The problem with these observances is that they were a thin veneer 

of Christianity laid over paganism.  

For example, Frederick the Wise was the Elector of Saxony.  He founded the university at Wittenberg where Martin 

Luther was a professor.  The most prominent church in that city was the Castle Church, the same church that Luther 

published his 95 Theses.  In that church was at least one relic from each Saint officially acknowledged by the Roman 

Catholic Church up until that time.  These relics were brought out and worshiped by the people on November 1, All 

Saints Day. 

It is said that Frederick’s collection of relics was so extensive that it was worth over 5 million days of indulgence.  Which 

meant that if a Christian had properly venerated these relics in their lifetime, their stay in Purgatory could be cut by 5 

million days!  Frederick was a committed Roman Catholic of a most traditional mindset. 

As Luther studied the Bible he got fed up with these sorts of practices. Especially, the selling of “indulgences,” which for 

a price, a Christian could buy “salvation” for themselves or a loved one.  He knew that on November 1, people would 

crowd the church in anticipation of a parade of the relics.  Therefore, his 95 theses would be read by many influential 

people.  Indeed, they were!  Even Frederick the Wise became Luther’s protector and later partook of the Lord’s Supper 

in the Lutheran manner.  By all accounts this means he converted to Protestantism.  The rest, they say, is history. 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities 
 

This fall PCEPC is offering two separate adult Sunday morning classes.  In this day in which many individuals are reject-

ing God’s truth in favor of relative truth, we encourage everyone to participate in one of these classes to further your 

understanding of God’s absolute truth and its meaning in your life. 
 

These classes have different start dates and will be offered at slightly different times and in different formats:  
 

In-person classes will be held in the classrooms on the ground floor of the old portion of St. David’s directly be-

low the sanctuary we now use.     

Online classes will be conducted via Zoom.  Links to connect to your class will be sent out by the church office 

so please pay close attention to messages coming from office. 
 

Even though each of these classes will continue studies that were started last year, everyone is encouraged to join in 

one of the classes as we all seek to grow our faith through the study of God’s Word along with our brothers and sis-

ters in Christ.  
 

The Gospel of John  (Zoom Meeting ID 853 5628 9112)      

Start Date:  September 19 

Class Time:  9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

Format: Online Only (Please note that this is a change from the previous announcements) 

Leader: Carl Maronde  

This class will continue its in-depth study of The Gospel According to John by examining the final 5 chapters covering 

Jesus Christ’s final days on earth.  In this Gospel, John explains the mystery of the person of Jesus as the eternal Son of 

God and offers the most theologically and philosophically profound account of the Gospel.  
 

 The Revelation to John (Zoom Meeting ID 826 1092 6322) 

    Start Date:  October 3 

    Class Time:  9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 

    Format:  In-Person and Online 

    Leader: Denny Hutchison 

This class will continue its study of the remainder of the book of Revelation following last year’s study of chapters 1 

through 8.  The emphasis of the study is based on the beauty of the doctrinal truths in book as opposed to a futuristic 

approach.  

Exploring Membership at Peters Creek EPC 

Inquirers’ Class Starts October 3 

 

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a member of Peters Creek EPC, we welcome you to attend our 

Inquirers’ Class that will begin following the worship service on Sunday, October 3.  This class will consist of four ses-

sions to explore the doctrine of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the goals and organization of Peters Creek 

Church as well as expectations of membership at Peters Creek.  Anyone interested in discovering more about mem-

bership at Peters Creek is encouraged to sign up for this class by contacting the church office at 724-941-6210. 

Deacons are once again planning to send stockings to soldiers.  Please, if you have a friend or family member 

in the service, send us his/her mailing address so we can include him/her in our Christmas mailing. 

 

What does it mean for us?  It means that the Gospel, obscured and virtually blacked out, once again shone with bril-

liance.  People now knew that the Scriptures declared: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV) 

We don’t have to dress up like goblins to ward off evil spirits.  We don’t even have to dress up in the garb of saints to 

find peace with God.  All we must do is to put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, and He will save us.  Thank God that 

He gave Martin Luther courage to speak the truth!  Let’s have a happy and joyous Reformation Day 2021! 



Church Picnic September 12, 2021 





The annual egg toss winners were 

Darlene Cassedy and Pastor Doug 

Brandt.   



Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

Hope you all are having a great beginning of FALL 

so far!  (Isn’t it strange that September was named 

“Fall Prevention Month”..?! � ) 

Even while we still face concerns about the ongoing 

pandemic, we thank our God for the opportunity to 

worship together --and also, for the opportunity to 

join in remotely! 

We’re started our new SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR by 

now, and PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry has been working on more ex-

citing plans for the fall! 

Birthdays:   

So many birthdays are occurring among our young ones! 

On September 6, Ian Maentz (our former Youth Director Marion’s son) 

turned 10 years old… 

As did Holly Jones, Pat and Sarah Jones’ daughter, and Ann and Don Sexauer’s 

granddaughter, on September 9!! 

And on October 19,  Theo Gabriel Marks (son of Aaron and Sandy Marks, 

and grandson of Randy and Rose Fraas) will turn ONE year old…! 

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to all our BIRTHDAY BOYS AND -

GIRLS!! 

….Though they’ve graduated to the YOUTH CLASS by now (!?!!), let’s also wish a Happy THIRTEENTH Birthday to 

Matthew Caesar on October 7th, and to Audrey Jeswilkowski on October 23rd ..!!! 

On Sundays: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Our Children’s Sunday School classes 

started up again with KickOff Festivities last Sunday, September 

12. We currently have 15 enrolled children in our Sunday School 

(Grades K-6), with two additional children interested in attend-

ing Sunday School as visitors (one in the younger and one in the 

older elementary age class).  
 

On the rolls, we have one Preschooler; eight (8) younger 

elementary students (Grades K – 3), and six (6) older 

elementary students (Grades 4 – 6). 
 

The Younger Elementary (K-3) Sunday School Class with 

Marion Maentz teaching on Sept. 19, 2021. (Teachers for this 

class include Lynn Hutchison, Nancy Maronde, Marion Maentz, 

and Sally Jeswilkoswki.) 



The Older Elementary (Gr. 4-6) Sunday School 

Class with Katie Brandt teaching on Sept. 19, 2021.  

The Youth School Class with Kendell Stellfox teaching on 

Sept. 19, 2021. (There are 9 more class members…!) 

NURSERY - We have gladly been offering childcare again every Sunday 

during the 11 am worship hour since last Palm Sunday. On KickOff 

Sunday, and then starting weekly on October 3rd, we are also offering 

Nursery Care during the Sunday School hour. In effect, our nursery 

is open and staffed between 9:35 and 12:15 (or 12:20, or whenever 

worship is over).   

Our Nursery Caregiver Team still is comprised five active members; plus 

one who is immune-compromised, but who is planning to return when 

the COVID-19 pandemic will be more under control. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH – Throughout the summer, we have also been continuing weekly Children’s Church. 

On Sundays when Katie was not able to be present, Laura Moran, Barb Wylie, and Sally Jeswilkowski graciously 

stepped in as substitute teachers –  We are so grateful!! 

 

UPDATED LOCATIONS -   We are now holding only our Younger Elementary Age Class (at 9:45) and 

Children’s Church (at 11:15) in the newly renovated space immediately below our sanctuary.  

 

The Older Elementary Class has been meeting in our church office, but may be moving to the large 

classroom off the playroom soon.  

 

Meanwhile, our nursery is now being held in the large playroom between the downstairs lobby and our church 

office.  

 



Children’s Church outside… 

 

 

…and Children’s Church  

Inside. 

 

 

 

 A “Psalm Tree”! 

Coming Up Next: 
1. For one of our upcoming Service Projects, we will have a Food and Diaper Drive for 

SHIM (similar to the Winter Coat Drives we have done in years past) 

(cf. https://shimcares.org/host-a-drive/ )! 
 

…We know that if a family is in crisis, they may lack access to basic human needs like food, 

clothing and personal items like shampoo, diapers, and linens... And about 50% of food and all of 

the clothing SHIM distributes each year comes from generous community donors interested in 

helping their neighbors in need! 
 

SHIM purchases many items for their pantries from the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. (At the Food Bank, 

their buying power is 500% greater than purchasing food at supermarket prices!)  

Special Events: 

Our Service Project for May was extended to continue through the summer, and into the fall. It is called 

The Jared Box Project, and it benefits pediatric patients in area hospitals. After all our church families with children in 

elementary grades had been invited to participate; the invitation was also extended to the congregation at large.  
 

The project involves putting together gift boxes for pediatric pa-

tients, similar to the “shoe boxes” we pack for children overseas 

during Operation Christmas Child. The organization which oversees 

the distribution of these boxes to hospitals is called The Jared Box 

Project (https://thejaredbox.com/about/).  
 

(For instructions on how to go about putting together a Jared Box, 

please check out https://thejaredbox.com/getstarted/). 
 

Any completed boxes may continue to be delivered to the church office or to Katie’s home address. She will be deliv-

ering them to the Community Outreach Director at Canonsburg Hospital.  

https://shimcares.org/host-a-drive/
https://thejaredbox.com/about/
https://thejaredbox.com/getstarted/


However, as certain foods are not always available for wholesale purchase at the Food Bank, SHIM’s most needed items 

are listed below:  

• Dried beans and lentils  

• Pasta sauce in jars  

• Cereal and oatmeal  

• Soup (especially low sodium)  

• Canned proteins (tuna, chicken, salmon, beans)  

• Beverages (juice, tea, coffee)  

• Diapers sizes 3-6 

• Personal care items (shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, feminine items, etc.)  

 

To contribute, please bring items to church, marked SHIM, during the next six weeks! 

Have questions? -- Contact Rachel White, Development Assistant at rwhite@shimcares.org or (412) 854-9120 ext. 

112 (shimcares.org; 5301 Park Avenue, Bethel Park, PA 1510)! 

 

2. In addition, as we have also traditionally done, for another Service  

Project, we will invite our young families to be involved in the  

Samaritan’s Purse Outreach Effort “Operation Christmas Child”  

(a.k.a. “Operation Shoebox”)  

(https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/).  

This operation will be kicked off in our congregation by the Mission Team 

on October 3rd, with gift boxes requested to be back by November 7.  
 

Look for the bulletin inserts and further instructions from our Mission Team!! 

 

3. For our next Fun-and Fellowship-Event, stay tuned for your invitation to join Katie 

at Trax Farms for their Fall Festival on October 16 between 2 and 5 pm (https://

traxfarms.com/fall-fest/ )…!!  
 

…Think Hayrides, a 3-acre Corn Maze, PYO Pumpkins, a Train Ride (recommended for 

children!); and also the opportunities of a Bungee Jumper and a Rock Wall…! 
 

Let Katie know if you’re interested in coming along…!! 

 

4. -- Meanwhile, in preparation of a very Special Worship Service, kids 

in Grades K through 6 are invited to join Children’s Choir Practices 

with Shay on the three Sundays leading up to Reformation Sunday 

(October 31st), and also on the 31st itself! 

Children and youth who may not 

want to be part of the choir will 

be invited to consider signing up 

for various ways in which they may participate in leading the worship ser-

vice on Reformation Sunday, as that will also be a Family Sunday.   

Two children new to the Preschool Class, and four students new to the older 

elementary Sunday School Class, will be given new, age-appropriate Bibles 

during the worship service on Reformation Sunday.  
 

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!   
 

Please contact me with any questions, suggestions, or concerns your may have!   
 

Yours, in Him,    
          Katie Brandt  

         katie@peterscreekchurch.org 
 

*Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike McCaig,  

Marion Maentz, Scott Maronde, Kendell Stellfox, and Barb Wylie 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://traxfarms.com/fall-fest/
https://traxfarms.com/fall-fest/
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Kendell Stellfox 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   kendell@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

SEPTEMBER 

Missions of the Month 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship & Veteran’s Home 
 

Sharing the heart of Jesus, Our Shepherd, on the streets of  

Pittsburgh and to the ends of the earth 
 

We usually prepare and serve meals 

for our dear friends at Shepherd’s 

Heart Fellowship & Veteran’s 

Home.  This year instead we are 

asking for donations toward gift 

cards for the veterans for our Sep-

tember Mission of the month.  Each 

month the veterans are given 

$25.00 to shop at Walmart for per-

sonnel items.  We are asking for 

either a donation of money or a $25 dollar gift card fOr Walmart.  At end 

of month we will drop off the gift cards to Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship & 

Veteran’s Home in Pittsburgh.  Please mark your giving envelopes 

September MOM or Shepherd’s Heart.  You may also give on our 

website or our mobile giving app.  Under the General Donation 

dropdown choose September MOM (Shepherd’s Heart).  
 

Mission Team 

Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. 

on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will now 

only be able to view each worship service once you click on the specific 

link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will not exist until the vid-

eo is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship hour.  We will post that 

link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each Sunday, 

so please look for it there https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship)!  

 

Hiring AV/Technology Persons 
 

Peters Creek Evangelical Church is seeking to hire young adults to join our 

expanding Tech Team. We are actively broadening our presence in the 

multimedia area and are looking for dedicated young adults to help us grow 

this vibrant ministry. In this role you will join other experienced team 

members tasked to lead the efforts in set-up and operating of all Audio-

Visual activities for the Sunday Morning Worship Services, including live 

stream, power-point presentations and audio balance.  Operators will work 

in pairs on a rotating schedule for 2 hours starting at 10:00 a.m.  Applicants 

who can commit to 2 to 3 Sunday's a month should send a letter/resume 

outlining AV/Technology experience to Cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org by 

September 30, 2021.   

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship
mailto:Cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org

