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The 

Church Chimes 

What’s Up? 

I  might answer things are topsy turvy, I wish they were up!  But we are getting there!  On top of the chaos 

caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, once again, we have moved our offices.  At this writing we have just about 

completed our move to Saint David’s.  We still have some renovations to complete.  But we are up and running and 

using all the spaces allotted to us!  We have started three Adult Sunday Classes:  The Gospel of John, led by Carl 

Maronde is online only, The Satisfied Life, led by Stephen Getchell is both in person and online, and an in-person class, 

Revelation, led by Denny Hutchison.  This a new title for Denny’s class, but most timely.  I will also return to preaching 

from the Book of Revelation in November, take a break in December, and start again in January. 

On Sunday mornings we also have in-person Children’s Church, Children’s, and Youth Sunday School.  Our worship 

service is in-person with live streaming.  We are preparing for Reformation Sunday as I write this article.  Therefore, 

we are on target with our transition to St. David’s!   

In the short-term, we want to see a “return to normalcy,” to borrow a phrase from the 1920 presidential campaign.  

There are similarities between our national situation, our church situation, and the 1920’s.  World War I had been over 

for almost 2 years.  The world was still picking up the pieces from that awful conflict.  1920 was the year that the Span-

ish Flu pandemic came to an end.  The mood in the country at the time was the need to get on with life, to get on with 

peace.  My hope for our congregation is that this will be a time to catch our breath, and seek God for our next step! 

I don’t mean exactly the same thing as that slogan meant 100 years ago ...   America entered one big party that we call 

the Roaring 20’s. It was a time of economic expansion, scandal and moral declension.  On the secular front, it seems 

our 2020’s are roaring as well!  You will notice in the Book of Revelation that turmoil and uncertainty among people is 

often figuratively spoken of as the roaring of the sea.  But it is God who calms what is beyond our power to tame!  

By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 

    O God of our salvation, 

the hope of all the ends of the earth 

    and of the farthest seas; 
 the one who by his strength established the mountains, 

    being girded with might; 
 who stills the roaring of the seas, 

    the roaring of their waves, 

    the tumult of the peoples, 
 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. 

You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. (Psalm 65: 5-8 ESV) 

God always answers His faithful one’s with salvation and His mighty deeds!  While my prayer is that we will experience  

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 
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Bottom Right Conference Room 

these mighty deeds – I also pray that God will give us that peace and confidence in the Gospel which will make an im-

pression on our community. 

Thank you for your prayers and thank you for your help during this our latest transition! 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Doug Brandt 

Three Down and One to Go 

Since the beginning of September a small crew of church members has transformed 4 rooms once used by the Inter-

mediate Unit (a daycare center) into 3 offices and a conference room.  This required some demolition, construction, 

cleaning, and painting.  Another member graciously had his company move all our furniture from our office by the Po-

lice station to St. David’s.  The conference room still needs to be dry walled, painted and carpet to be laid, but the oth-

er 3 offices are finished.  Once all the offices are completed we will have an Open House for the Congregation. 
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3rd Quarter Finance Update 

 

Below is a year-to-date summary of giving and expenses: 

 

January-September Regular Giving  $238,834 

January-September Special Giving  $  17,817 

  

Total Giving      $256,651 

 

Mission Expenses    $  35,251 

Other Expenses     $199,556 

  

Total Expenses     $234,807 

  

 Net Income     $  21,844  

 

(Net Income has been distributed to all 8 Ministry Funds- Mission, Personnel, Operating, Next Gen, Deacons,  

Fellowship, Music & Worship and Kingdom for future expenditures) 

 

Monthly Fixed Expenses not including Mission 

 

Payroll (includes taxes and retirement)  $15,622 

St. David’s Rent      3,600 

Payroll Processing         150 

Nextiva Phone           65 

Comcast Internet         125 

Copier Lease         199 

Office Software (Office 365 and Zoom)           39 

             

            Monthly TOTAL  $19,800 
 

 

On Sunday, October 25 we will celebrate Reformation Sunday.  Martin Luther, 

John Calvin & John Knox played a large part in spreading the Reformation across 

Europe.  Prior to them there were reformers in Holland, Switzerland, England, 

and Bohemia. Each of them began to read the Bible for themselves.  They came to 

see that the Catholic Church had replaced the truth of the scriptures with its 

own tradition.  The translating of the Bible into languages that make it accessible 

to the ordinary person, invention of the printing press and the revival of learning 

provided avenues for revealing Biblical truths of grace and faith. While the Refor-

mation was a widespread movement, it was not unified in every country or in all areas of 

theology.  However, the “Five Solas” were consistent across the movement.   They be-

lieved it is impossible for us to have a right relationship with God through our own works 

or by keeping the law.  They learned it came by faith alone (Sola fide), by grace alone (Sola gratia), by Scripture alone (Sola scrip-

tura); by Christ alone (Sola Christus), and through Glory to God alone (Soli Deo gloria).  (References from: “EPC Leadership Training 

Guide”) 
  

Join our celebration next Sunday which will include a procession of the Christian flag, flag of St. Andrew and Ameri-

can flag, Bible, and Pastor Doug.   Joining us again is bagpiper, Dan Reese.  During the service we will recognize 50+ 

year members and prayer of remembrance for members who have died this past year.  We encourage everyone to 

wear a bit of plaid, tartan, or kilt. 



3rd Quarter Mission Update 
 

Ongoing Monthly Mission Support  
 

Per Member Asking (EPC & POA)    $   656.25 

Feed My Sheep              500.00 

Border Transition Ministry          300.00 

P.R.I.S.M.       200.00 

Urban Impact          350.00  

Kids Alive           300.00  

World Vision       80.00 
 

Monthly TOTAL $2,386.25 

 

In addition to our monthly Mission expenses the Mission Team has made donations to the following Charities: 
 

January MOM City Mission of Washington $1,000.00  

$520.00 collected for January MOM and $480.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic $1,500.00 

$1,252.00 collected for February MOM and $248.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $660.00 

$470.00 collected for March MOM and $190.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

April MOM Greater Washington County Food Bank $2,877.80 

$1,877.80 collected for April MOM and $1,000 from General Mission Fund 
 

May MOM Kids Alive $500.00 

$403.50 collected for May MOM and $96.50 from General Mission Fund 
 

June MOM Greater Washington County Food Bank $2,000.00 

$1,418.80 collected for June MOM and $581.20 from General Mission Fund 
 

July MOM Faith In Action $500.00 

$284.00 collected for July MOM and $216.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

August MOM Mission Possible $1,500 

$500 each was sent to Doctors Without Borders, Feed My Starving Children and Clean Water 

$1,128 collected for August MOM and $372 from General Mission Fund 
 

September MOM Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home (Amount to be decided) 

$1,018 collected for September MOM 

 

Ongoing Greater Washington County Food Bank $3,200.00 

$1,452.00 collected from Congregation and $1,748.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

Additional Donations from General Mission Fund City Mission of Washington $1,200.00, Washington County 

Pet Food Bank $200.00, Amazon Gift Cards for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic to feed babies $500.00, First Responders 

Lunch $266.00 (Pizza, Drinks and Cookie Cakes for Police, Fire Department and Ambulance Service on 9/11) 

 

 

 

 



Ways to give: 

 

1.   Mail: 

Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.   

 

2.   Online Banking: 

Use online banking to send a check to the church office.  Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s 

name Peters Creek EPC.  You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone 

number (724-941-6210).  

  

3.   Website Giving:  

Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website  

http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile  on the Giving page that you can just click on. 

 

• If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future 

gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter 

your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring. 

 

4.   Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the 

app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

 

On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials,  World 

Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund.  You can even donate to several funds in one 

transaction.  If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the church office at 

724 941 6210.   

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook 

account.  The link to the church's public Facebook page is (https://

www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask whether you want to log in or 

create an account, but if you don't want to do that, "x" out of the box with 

that prompt, and you will then look right at the church's page! 
 

Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page, either 

scroll down (from the main cover photo and the list of videos and favorite 

pictures on the top of the page) to get to the main news feed, where you can see the live video, OR you can click on 

“videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will show up with a red “live” icon in the top left corner.   You may 

also watch past Sunday Worship Services on the video page. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile
http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/


Children’s Ministry News 

October 2020 
 

Hello, dear PCEPC Family!!  

What an interesting beginning of fall we have had! And yes, we’ve LOVED seeing one another 

in person again in our Children’s Ministry, with September having seen ourKickOff  for a new 

Sunday School year!  

For those of you we haven’t seen in a while --we miss you, hope to see you again soon!! Our 

thoughts and best wishes are with all ofyou, whether you can make it to church on Sundays in 

person or not  -- may the Lord bless and keep you all!!  

As for Children’s Ministry News…: 

 

First of all, a shout-out and lots of wonderful wishes for those who had birthdays since our last Chimes edition: 
 

   Benny Fowler turned 10 on August 15 

   Caleb Hutchison turned 9 on August 18 

   Ian Maentz turned 9 on September 6 

   Holly Jones turned 9 on September 9 

   Matthew Caesar turned 12 on October 7 
 

   …And in ten days, Audrey Jeswilkowski will also turn 12, on October 23! 
 

   --How are all these children growing up so fast…?!?!!! 

 

On Sundays: 

As hinted at above, Sunday School Kickoff took place on September 13, and 11 of 12 expected children attended! 

   

Regular Sunday School classes have been taking place since September 20!  For the two 

families teaching their children at home, the curriculum we’re using in church has been 

made accessible online. They also received hard copies of the children’s activity pages that 

accompany the lessons.  children’s activity pages that accompany the lessons. 
 

The curriculum we’re using is the “Gospel Project” from Lifeway Publishers (https://

www.gospelproject.com/ ). The Children’s Ministry has been using the children’s portion 

of this Christocentric curriculum for over 7 years (since before my tenure as Children’s 

Director). Teachers find the material very user-friendly, multifaceted, and thorough. And 

children are really engaging with it! 
 

  …Initially, we were planning on streaming our in-person teaching happening at the church to the home schooling fam-

ilies, as well, but those families are actually happier teaching their kids themselves, rather than setting them in front of a 

computer screen for yet another hour. Hence, we dropped the idea of Zooming during our Sunday School hour.  
 

The curriculum we’re using is the “Gospel Project” 

from Lifeway Publishers (https://

www.gospelproject.com/ ). The Children’s Ministry 

has been using the children’s portion of this Christo-

centric curriculum for over 7 years (since before my 

tenure as Children’s Director). Teachers find the ma-

terial very user-friendly, multifaceted, and thorough. 

And children are really engaging with it! 
 

Nancy Maronde and Lynn Hutchison, who are teaching 

the Younger Elementary Age Class on alternating 

Sundays, and I (Katie)  leading the Older Elemen-

tary Age Class, can thus focus on the kids in front of us 100%. -- And those children have done wonderfully! They  

https://www.gospelproject.com/
https://www.gospelproject.com/
https://www.gospelproject.com/
https://www.gospelproject.com/


don’t seem to mind the masks and the social distancing 

guidelines at all, but are already well used to working with 

them. 
 

We have also started 

up again offering 

Children’s Church for 

children in K – 3 during 

the 11 o’clock worship 

service.  However, we 

have not yet started 

up offering childcare during either the 9:45 hour or during the 11 am worship 

hour, because of concerns related to COVID-19, and because of the difficulty en-

forcing social distancing among our littlest members. We all hope that these con-

cerns can be laid to rest in the not-too-distant future..!!  
 

  Special Events: 

A recent special event for our families was the previously postponed PCEPC Family Movie Nite in the playground 

area of St David’s on Friday, September 25, at 6:50 pm. There were four families attending, seating themselves in 

spray-painted “family circles” on the ground, which facilitated social distancing.  (Masks were required whenever 

someone left their circle). We are hugely grateful to Tuan Nguyen, who set up his own family’s equipment for showing 

the movie! The film we showed was an ‘80s “classic” from Feature Films for Families, “Scamper the Penguin.” 



Coming Up Next: 

Our Mission Project for October  is our church's annual drive to 

fill shoeboxes for children in need -- and, yes, everyone can par-

ticipate, even if they're trying to shelter in place as much as 

possible!! 
 

We’re asking that parents get their whole family, especially their chil-

dren, involved in Operation Shoebox, better known as Operation 

Christmas Child,  organized by the Mission Agency Samaritan's 

Purse!!  
 

As outlined on the Mission tab of our church website (https://

peterscreekchurch.org/missions) , there are various ways to get in-

volved, depending on how much someone may want to leave their house/get to a store/come to church, or NOT!  

Shoeboxes and informational material are available in our sanctuary narthex. If anyone would like to have items they 

purchased picked up from their home, they’re asked to please email barbwylie@comcast.net from the Mission Team! 
 

And those who "fill boxes" online via the Operation Christmas Child website are asked to please let Barb or the 

church office know how many boxes they put together, so we can keep a running total for our church! 
 

The dedication of our shoebox presents will take place during worship on November 15. I hope our families will 

enjoy shopping for those children far away who will receive our Christmas Boxes..!! 

 
* * * 

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!  

Please contact me with any concerns, questions, or suggestions your may have!   

 

Yours, in Him,    

  Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

626-807-3784 (c) 

https://peterscreekchurch.org/missions
https://peterscreekchurch.org/missions
mailto:barbwylie@comcast.net
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


Ongoing Support for the Greater Washington County Food Bank 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for now, 

the Mission Team is asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries each month. 

The money collected each month will then be sent to the Greater Washington County Food 

Bank.  They have been overwhelmed with a huge demand for food because of the Covidvirus 

shutdown and have broadened their outreach for sources of funding in the greater area to 

meet that demand.  Together, we can help considerably. 
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Township 

Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the GWC Food Bank each month.  Make your checks 

payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to the church 

office.  You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by 

using the dropdown list under General Fund and select GWC Food Bank.  This is a great way to use our website 

or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you never forget. 

Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since there is no Sunday School now or in the near future we could 

use some help from the Congregation to help cover this expense.  If 

20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover the monthly 

cost to support these beautiful World Vision children.  You can find 

more information about these 2 children by visiting the Mission section on our website http://

www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like to help support this mission make your check payable to the church 

and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the check to the church office. You may also donate 

on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list un-

der General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to use our website or mobile giving option 

and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation. 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of coffee.  We 

would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone wishes to voluntarily pro-

vide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff members of the fellowship, we 

welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then.  The coffee will be delivered promptly to 

the veteran's home.  Let us help to do away with their rationing of coffee.  Let us help them to 

enjoy their time with a cup of coffee as the weather gets colder. 

 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  

Amazon Smile 
 

 With Christmas two months away make your Amazon purchases support our church.  We are an official 

Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 

your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. Under Your Account 

choose Your Amazon Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your charity account. 

http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

OCTOBER 

Mission of the Month 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Sadly, many things have changed over the last 

6 months.  But one thing never changes.  We 

all need the faith we have in God’s love and 

mercy.  The same is true for children all over 

the world.  So, Operation Christmas will go on 

this year despite COVID 19. However, you 

may choose the way you become involved. 
 

First, you can fill a shoe box, as you have in the 

past years….Pick a boy or girl, ages 2-4, 5-8 or 

9-12…and find wonderful gifts to put in 

it….From necessities like a toothbrush, soap, and wash cloth, to school 

supplies like pencils and pencil sharpeners, tablets, crayons and scissor. Plus 

choose an exciting item, like a stuffed animal or a soccer ball and mini 

pump.  The empty boxes are available at the church or in the church office 

beginning October 4th. 
 

Secondly, you can fill the entire box on-line.  Just go to Samaritan’s Purse…. 

Operation Christmas Child….and fill a box.  You can choose what items go 

into your box and track where your box goes.  If you go this route, please 

let me or the church office know how many boxes you have filled online. 
 

Finally, you can do something in the middle.  You can order items from lo-

cal stores/websites that you use regularly and have them delivered to your 

house.  I would be happy to pick them up from your porch and put the box 

together for you.  Then you can add a photo and a personal note for “your 

child”.  You can also donate money (approximately $40.00 per box) and 

Barb will fill the box for you. 
 

This has been a Peters Creek EP Church mission project for years.  I can-

not imagine Christmas without it!  Can you?  Please let me know if I can do 

anything to help you with this project.  My e-mail address is barb-

wylie@comcast.net.  
 

The boxes need to be filled and delivered to the church or the church of-

fice by November 15th.  Do not forget the $9.00 check to Samaritan’s Purse 

to cover shipping.  We will pray for the children receiving these boxes at 

our Service on November 15th.  I will deliver them to the drop off spot the 

following week.  Not only will the children you reach be blessed with your 

gifts and love, they will also be invited to participate in a discipleship pro-

gram, “The Greatest Journey” to learn how to faithfully follow Christ and 

share Him with others! 

If you would like to receive a printed copy of the Chimes each month please call the church office at 

(724) 941-6210 and Cyndi will add you to the Chimes mailing list.  Please also let her know if your ad-

dress, phone number or email has changed. 

New Office Address 
 

Please send all offering envelopes and 

correspondence to our new office 

address: 
 

905 E. McMurray Road,  

Venetia, PA 15367 

mailto:barbwylie@comcast.net
mailto:barbwylie@comcast.net

