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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 

T 
hanksgiving in October 

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (I Thessalonians 5: 

16-18 NASB) 

October is a month filled with the crisp air of autumn.  Farmers are busy with the last details of harvest.  The trees 

are changing color.  We usually wait until November when the harvest is all counted and stored to give thanks.  As a congregation 

we have much to be thankful for this October.  It appears that the legal case is winding down and may actually come to an end this 

year. 

Since the Commonwealth Court decided against us in our quiet title suit in 2014, the case has continued at the Court of Common 

Pleas in Washington County.  We are now on our third judge.  Judge Gary Gilman was the first judge who heard our case, he then 

passed it on to Judge William Nalitz, a retired judge, who was asked to fill in in Washington County to relieve full-time judges carry-

ing heavy caseloads.  During our proceedings, Judge Nalitz turned 75 which is mandatory retirement age.  We were assigned a new 

judge, Judge Michael Lucas.  Judge Lucas is in his early 50’s.  I believe he will see this case to its finish. 

The Washington Presbytery withdrew from talks to end the case in a negotiated settlement in late spring.  By early summer we 

were back in court.  By this time there were only five outstanding issues. 

1. Return of money we received for a natural gas lease after the date of disaffiliation. 

2. Attorney’s fees for a contempt of court charge lodged against us in January 2014. 

3. Fair rental value of the property from the date of disaffiliation to the time we left the property in April of 2015. (This will 

be offset by the amount of mortgage we paid for the Lushen property.) 

4. The accounting of all restricted funds such as the Vandale and Hinman scholarship funds. 

5. The personal liability of our former pastor Rus Howard and Bob Elmes. 

We spent two and half days in court listening to the arguments of the plaintiff, Washington Presbytery.  On the last day when our 

attorney and Rus Howard’s attorney began their arguments, Judge Lucas dismissed all charges against Rus Howard and Bob Elmes 

due to lack of evidence of wrong doing. 

The judge ordered a recess until 9:30 a.m. October 23.  Our attorney and the Washington Presbytery will be back in court to hear 

final rebuttals at that time.   Then by October 30 all parties are to provide written trial briefs to the judge.  After the judge has had 

time to look over the arguments presented in court and in the final trial briefs, he will decide on items 1-4. 

As you can see one of the most troublesome parts of the case has been decided, the personal liability of Rus Howard and Bob 

Elmes.  I think we have reason to be optimistic and to give a special thanks to God for His help! 

Thank you for continuing to pray for our church!  Let us add rejoicing to our prayers of faith knowing that God will bless us beyond 

measure.  And remember what Paul said in Romans 8: 

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8: 37-39 NASB) 



Reformation Sunday – Why we celebrate 

On Sunday, October 27 we will celebrate Reformation Sunday which is a religious 

holiday that recognizes the role of Protestant Reformation in changing the course of 

Western civilization.  

 

502 years ago Martin Luther nailed his “95 Theses” to the door of the church in 

Wittenberg Germany.  This act was part of the 16th century religious revolution in 

the Christian Church which ended the supremacy of the Roman pope in the West. 

Corruption in the church was common and forgiveness for a sin could be bought in 

the form of an “indulgence” from church leaders.  Luther strongly disputed the claim 

that freedom from God’s punishment of sin could be purchased with money.  He 

taught that salvation is not from good works, but a free gift of God, received only by 

grace through faith in Jesus.  By 1530 Germany was divided between communities 

loyal to the Pope and those following the reforms initiated by Luther. This revolution resulted in the establishment of 

a new branch of the Christian church – the Protestants. 

 

The Reformed church grew from a desire for a church that would return to biblical roots.  While the Reformation 

was a widespread movement, it was not unified in every country or in all areas of theology.  However “the Five Solas” 

were consistent across the movement.  “Sola fide” – By faith alone; “Sola gratia” – By grace alone; “Sola scriptura” – By 

scripture alone; “Sola Christus” – By Christ alone; “Soli Deo Gloria” – Glory to God alone. 

 

The Evangelical Presbyterian Church is rooted in the Reformed and Presbyterian tradition.  We are Presbyterian in 

government (ruled by elders) and Reformed in faith.  Our spiritual forefather is John Calvin who in about 1533 had a 

“sudden conversion.” He broke from Catholicism, fled France to Geneva, Switzerland to avoid persecution. In 1536, 

Calvin published the first edition of one of the greatest works ever written, The Institutes of the Christian Religion, a 

clear articulation of Reformation teachings.  Calvin is the father of that branch of Protestantism called the Reformed 

Church from which came Presbyterians.  For Calvin, God was – above all else – sovereign. Calvin’s constantly re-

peated theme was this: You cannot manipulate God, nor put Him in your debt. If you are saved, it is his doing, not 

your own.  Both Luther and Calvin said “scripture was the final authority”. 

 

John Knox is considered to be the greatest Reformer in the history of Scotland and most responsible for bringing the 

Reformation perspective through Scotland to the English-speaking world.  Knox was born in Scotland.  Knox sought 

to destroy what he felt was idolatry and to purify Scotland’s religion. Because of his beliefs, in 1547, Knox was sent 

to the galleys as a slave for nineteen months.  After his release he went to England were he preached for five years 

and was later in Switzerland and Germany.  Knox returned to Scotland in 1559, and he again deployed his formidable 

preaching skills to increase Protestant militancy.   

 

Join us for our celebration on Sunday, October 27 which will include a procession of the 

Christian flag, flag of St. Andrew & American flag, Bible, Choir & Pastor Doug.   Joining us is 

bagpiper, Dan Reese. Dan is a student of the Balmoral School of Piping and Drumming un-

der George Balderose and most recently, Dan was awarded 'Piper of the Day' at the 2019 

Ligonier Highland Games. During the service we will recognize 50+ year members and 

prayer of remembrance for members who have died this past year.  Following the service 

there will be refreshments including shortbread cookies, oatmeal cookies and Orange Cake.  

We encourage everyone to wear a bit of plaid, tartan or kilt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References from:   “EPC Leadership Training Guide”; www.calvinistcorner.com/tulip.htm - website 

article "The Five Points of Calvinism"; Why Celebrate Reformation Sunday” by R. Bruce Douglass.  



Children’s Ministry News 
October 2019 

 

On Sundays:   
 

Sunday School has begun for the 2019/20 school year at PCEPC! 

Our teachers are the following: Lynn Hutchison and Scott Maronde in 

the Preschool Class; Sandy McMurray, Nancy Maronde, and Katie Brandt 

in the K-2 Class; and Dianne Keller and myself in the Grades 3 – 6 Class. The older elementary class is our strongest 

class this year, with 9 children! 
 

Children’s Church is meeting continuously, as always –Thank you, subs Laura Maura, Susan Prosser, and Lorraine 

Glass, for taking over for me during those times when I either have company, or am out of town!! 
 

Since the last CHIMES, a change in our Sunday morning childcare has been implemented. All our PCEPC children 

are by now old enough to be part of Sunday School during the 9:45 hour. We have had several visitors in the nursery 

over the past few weeks, but visitors are usually joining us only for the worship hour. Hence, for the time being, Sun-

day morning childcare will only be offered during the 11 am worship hour.  (Of course, in addition, we will 

have childcare on certain special occasions, such as during the 5:30 Christmas Eve Family Worship Service!) 

 

Special Events:  

On September 29, we had a very special Family Worship Service!  

 

Children were involved as greeters, ushers, and liturgists… And, our PCEPC Children’s Choir presented an enthusias-

tic Praise Song as the anthem, accompanied by sign language! Thank you, Music Director Eric Beeko, and Sign Language 

Teacher Erin Campion! And thank you, PCEPC children and families…! 





Coming Up Next: 

1.  As our current Mission Activity, we are now in the beginning stages of PCEPC’s 

annual Operation Christmas Child, a.k.a. Operation Shoebox.  

 

All PCPEC members, but especially also families with children, are asked to consider get-

ting involved in this worthwhile ministry of Samaritan's Purse (https://

www.samaritanspurse.org/). 

Children can help choose and pack the small items for the boy or girl (the gender and 

age group of which each donor can pick), and will thus feel a bit more connected to a 

young child on the other side of the world…. whom they may never meet in person 

(except possibly in Heaven?!), but for whom they can definitely pray! 

 

Packed shoe boxes, with the $9 donation for shipping included, are due back at church on November 10, and will be 

dedicated during that Sunday’s worship service. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/


2.  It is almost time again for the awarding of Children’s Bibles! This year, instead of doing this in the frame-

work of Reformation Sunday, we will pass out Bibles to children during the worship service on October 20, 

since I will be out of town on October 27 (visiting two of my own children). 

  As a Reformed Church, we acknowledge the authority of Scripture, and of Scripture alone.  

   

“That word above all earthly powers,  

no thanks to them, abideth;  

the Spirit and the gifts are ours,  

thru’ Him who with us sideth.”  (A Mighty Fortress; Martin Luther)  
 

We demonstrate our dependence on the Word, and our gratitude for it, when we give age-

appropriate versions of Scripture to the young ones in our midst... to children, who, 

from an early age on, are being trained up in the reading and the enjoyment of God's Word.  

The following children will receive Bibles this year: 

Maiya Maronde, having joined the Preschool Class, will receive a Preschool Bible (Story Book) 

Andrew Caesar, Benny Fowler, and Alex Nguyen , having joined the Older Elementary Sunday School Class, 

will receive the 2:52 Boys Bible: The Ultimate Manual (referring to Luke 2:52).  
 

3.  Advent is not far off! Please let me know if your family is interested in 

leading our congregation in the Lighting of an Advent Candle on any of 

these Advent Sundays: 

December 1, December 8, December 15, December 22; or  

December 24 at 5:30 pm. 

The devotions are short and easy to present, and they’ll be emailed to you  

in the week prior to your chosen Sunday. We LOVE seeing children involved 

in worship!! 
 

4.  Finally, while we’re looking ahead to the Advent Season– during our an-

nual Christmas Potluck Dinner on December 8, we’re also going to have a PCEPC Talent 

Show again…! 
 

Just like last year, both individuals and families are invited to consider showcasing some of their 

talents by bringing a poem, a piece of music, a dance, a set of jokes, or an athletic feat (or some-

thing else) onto the stage for our edification!  So, start planning for your moment in the spotlight… 

and, stay tuned for further Advent- and Christmas-celebrations at the PCEPC  

Talent Show! 
 

….Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to 
time on our church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-
Church-111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website (www.peterscreekchurch.org)! (If you go on 

our Facebook page, please consider giving it a good rating! � ) 

 

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!  Please contact 

me with any concerns, questions, or suggestions your may have!   

 

Yours, in Him,    

   

 Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

626-807-3784 (c) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


It is time to start thinking about our soldiers and their Christmas Stockings! 
 

Once again Beinhauer Funeral Homes are generously supplying the stockings and will mail them 

to service members who are posted overseas.  Please, if you have a family member serving here 

or abroad, send us his or her name, relationship to you and his or her complete address.  

We will send our “boys” a Christmas stocking stuffed with all manner of things he or she, 

hopefully, will need and appreciate. 
 

We will soon be asking the congregation to donate things for the Christmas stockings for our 

soldiers. There will be a box for your donations in the entry hall at church.  Some of the things 

that will be needed are: 
 

Cotton Socks  Travel sized toiletries Tooth brushes & paste (travel size) 

Any snack that is wrapped and can’t be crushed (like potato chips) 

Pringles  Gum, Life Savers, Mints  Ziplock bags  Batteries  Pens 

Individual packets of drink mix  Baby Wipes  Flashlights  Travel size packages of tissues          

Envelopes/paper Plastic combs  Prepaid phone cards 

“Kind” Bars (or other “nutritional” bar)  Letters from home  Packets of nuts 

NO CHOCOLATE 
 

We found that books are too large to fit into the stockings and don’t leave us room for the rest of the donations for 

our soldiers.  

Dear Friends, 

 

I want you, my church family, to know how very grateful I am for all the love and support 

you have shown me over the past twelve years of the unfortunate lawsuit.  More than any-

thing, my deepest thanks for all your prayers on my behalf. Believe me, they have been a 

great source of strength. You have been a blessing to me. In addition, I had the world's best 

counselor -- our Lord. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Bob Elmes 

Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since most of our children are from only a few families and during the 

summer there is no Sunday School we are always short covering this 

expense. Please consider helping support our World Vision children 

by donating a dollar per child monthly or putting your loose change in the box on the coffee table.  There is also an 

information poster about each child and about what World Vision provides for these children on the coffee table. 

If 30 people would donate $2.00 a month, we could cover most of the monthly cost to support these beautiful World 

Vision children.  Please make sure to use one of the World Vision envelopes by the poster or mark your giving enve-

lope World Vision.  

 

The Food Pantry is in need of soups with meat, canned stew, paper products, detergents and coffee.  

They have been receiving some fresh bread and want to remind donors that they cannot accept any 

fresh items of food.  They perish quickly and then must be thrown out. 



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201 

McMurray, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Mission of the Month 

OCTOBER 

 

It’s that time of year again… 

time to start filling your shoeboxes 
 

First decide whether you want to fill a box for a 

boy or a girl and choose the age child you 

would like….. Then… 

1. Start with a new toothbrush and toothbrush 

holder, soap and soap holder, and washcloth…

and… 

2. Add the pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, 

crayons and tablets, coloring book, etc....and… 

3. Finish off with some fun little toys…and one  

“eye popping” toy. (like a deflated soccer ball and pump, baby doll)… 

and… 

4. Please include $9.00 to cover shipping…and MOST IMPORTANT 

5. PRAY for the child that gets your box and picture that little one 

opening your box with excitement in her/his eyes. 
 

Know that you are sharing the gospel and God’s love.  These boys and girls are 

invited to participate in a 12- lesson discipleship program. 
 

Please return your filled boxes by  

Sunday, November 10, 2019 
 

Please call or text Barb Wylie with questions 412-997-5997 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship & Veteran’s Home Sunday, December 1st 

Shepherd’s Heart was our Mission of  the Month this past June. With the funds that you 

graciously donated we will be able to provide dinner for 125 homeless veterans and 15 in 

house veterans. We need volunteers to purchase food, prepare and serve the dinner. Our 

group will be volunteering on Sunday, December 1st. 

 

We will meet at Kathy Crosby’s house November 13th at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the menu and other details.  A sign-up 

sheet will be on the information table in back of Parish Hall.  Please contact Kathy Crosby at 724-941-8207 with any 

questions. We are looking forward to serving with you!! 
 

The Mission Team  

Operation Christmas Child 

November Men’s Breakfast 

    All men are invited to join us for breakfast 

    on the second Saturday of each month at 

    the Bob Evans in Peters at 9:00 a.m. Our 

    next Men’s Breakfast is Saturday,  

    November 9th. We hope you will join us! 


