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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 
Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart  

 
Once again, we near the Thanksgiving season. Holidays can be tough.  Johnny Carson once negatively described Thanks-

giving in one of his monologues:  

 “Thanksgiving is an emotional holiday.  People travel thousands of miles to be with people they only see once a 

 year.  And then discover once a year is way too often.”  

 

Carson’s statement is scathing, and in some cases it would a truthful description of what happens in some gather-

ings.  But Thanksgiving need not have that effect on us, if we know “to whom” we should direct our gratitude.  

   

Even secular psychologists have found that gratitude is a powerful motivating factor in life.  That being thankful for life’s 

blessings helps foster good mental health.  The more we practice gratitude, the happier and more contented we be-

come.  Shawn Achor, a Harvard psychologist, claims that we can train our brains to become more grateful by just 

spending five minutes a day writing down three things we are thankful for.  He suggests we do this at the same time 

every day and that we write down whatever comes to mind, even if the things we are thankful for are small things.  Ex-

amples would be an unexpected call from a friend, a hug from a child or finding a parking space close to the terminal at 

the airport.  

 

Achor’s research showed that people who practiced writing down their blessings in this manner for one month were 

happier and less depressed.  What he concluded was that the mere act of writing down these blessings made the partic-

ipants look for positive things in their lives, instead of negative things.  

 

All this is pretty much common sense, isn’t it?  Junk in junk out, good things in good things out.   Even if a Harvard psy-

chologist found this through some federally funded research study, I think this is something we Christians could practice 

as a way to strengthen our faith.  All good gifts come from God!  If we were to take time to consistently write down 

the good we receive from Him, no matter how small these things seem to be, we would be able to see proof of God’s 

Providential care of us.  

 

The title of my article, “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart” is the title of a popular contemporary Christian 

song.    Many people think that Don Moen, a famous contemporary Christian singer, wrote this song.  He’s certainly 

made it his signature song, but it was written by Henry Smith in 1978.   Smith wrote this song after he graduated from 

college and could not find a job.  He also suffered from a degenerative medical condition that would eventually leave 

him blind.  During this difficult time, he was inspired by one of his pastor’s sermons to pen these lyrics: 

  

 Give thanks with a grateful heart,  

 give thanks to the Holy One;  

 give thanks, because He’s given  

 Jesus Christ, His Son.  

 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart,  

 give thanks to the Holy One;  

 give thanks, because He’s given  

 Jesus Christ, His Son.  



Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. 

on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will now 

only be able to view each worship service once you click on the specific 

link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will not exist until the vid-

eo is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship hour.  We will post that 

link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each Sunday, 

so please look for it there https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship)!  

 And now let the weak say ‘I am strong’,  

 Let the poor say, ‘I am rich’ 

 because of what the Lord has done for us;  

 and now let the weak say ‘I am strong’,  

 let the poor say, ‘I am rich’,  

 because of what the Lord has done for us.  

  

 Give thanks…  

 

A simple song, sung over and over, points us to the source of all our blessings, strength, and hope!  This Thanksgiving 

let’s prove Johnny Carson wrong in our gatherings and find the true source of all the good things in our lives! I think 

we will find a peace and contentment that surpasses the observations of any Harvard psychologist!  

 

When Paul was in prison he wrote:  

  

 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 

 with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. (Phil 1:3-5 ESV)  

 

And again, in the same letter he confirmed his practice of giving thanks despite his circumstances: 

  

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord 

 is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

 your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

 your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil 4: 4-7 ESV)  

 

Both Paul and Henry Smith penned words of thanksgiving to God during hard and challenging times.  Paul in prison, 

Smith unemployed and slowly losing his eyesight.  

 

As I ponder the study of the Harvard psychologists, that the mere practice of writing down three things we are thank-

ful for each day, makes us more positive and peaceful – how much more will our returning thanks to God for all His 

gifts to us not only give us a feeling of peace, but the power to endure and flourish in this life!  Paul and Henry Smith 

found out that God was faithful in everything.  

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

Your Friend and Pastor  

 

Doug Brandt  

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship


Children’s Ministry News 

November 2022 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

Fall is here, no doubt! I want to wish you mo-

ments of peace and reflection on God’s good-

ness in midst of the craziness and sadness this 

world is often surrounding us with!  Thank GOD, we can join together in wor-

ship and fellowship, both in person and remotely….! 

PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry,meanwhile, is busy in this new Sunday 

School Year: 

Birthdays:   

Happy Birthday wishes to Holly Jones, who turned 11 on September 9; 

and to Theo Gabriel Marks, who had his second birthday on  

October 19! 

 

…Good thing, too, that Beau Thomas 

Marks was turning four on July 20 and 

Theo was turning 2 in October, as their 

family grew by one more sibling this 

spring..: 

The two boys’ little sister Lucy Jeneva 

was born into the Marks family on May 

30! --Best wishes to the whole family!! 

 

 

 

 
 



In the latest news:  Just this past week, on October 25, Baby Madeline 

Jean Baldwin arrived, little sister to Abigail! Abby had just turned two 

in Mid-June, and now she’s a big sister!   

 Her parents noticed that from the get-go, the two sisters look very 

similar (Abby on the left, Maddie on the right!)! …Best wishes to the 

whole Baldwin family!! �  

    

Bryn Elizabeth DeWoody, meanwhile, will also be turning two years 

old on November 18…. 

Maddalena Maronde will have her third Birthday on November 26, two days after Thanksgiving… 

And Alex Nguyen will be twelve years old on November 28! 

--CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to all our BIRTHDAY BOY AND -GIRLS!! 

                                      

On Sundays:  

Since our KickOff Celebration Sunday in September, both Sunday School 

and Children’s Church have been moving along smoothly! 



The Older Elementary Class (usually taught by Katie Brandt; with Cyndi Caesar as a sub) 

A portion of the Younger Elementary Class (rotating teachers are Kim Culpepper, Sally Jeswilkowski, Sandy 

McMurray, Marion Maentz, Barb Mullen, Sandy Palumbo, and Jane Schieb; with Lesley Caesar and Susan Prosser 

as subs) 

--While we are continuing to search for our next Youth Director, one of 

our newer members, Andy Hromoko, has been generously volunteering 

his time to help with our Youth Ministry!  

After assisting Pastor Doug with the Confirmation Class a great deal 

throughout the spring, Andy organized several Youth events during the 

summer, including a Back-to-School Prep Night for on September 1st. 

Since then, he has continued to teach the Youth Sunday School Class. 

At times, Randy Fraas and Marion Maentz are taking turns teaching that 

class, as well.  



 

 

 

Youth Class with Andy Hromoko 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Church moments out on the playground 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Church moments in the classroom 

 

Another Children’s Church moment – a recreation of the disciples having fish for 

breakfast with Jesus by the Sea of Galilee   

--Thanks to our Nursery Caregiver Team, our nursery has been staffed 

each Sunday, as well, and usually sees several happy little “clients” on 

Sunday mornings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery in the playroom 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery care on the playground 

Special Events: 

Reporting for the Youth Department:  
 

Our Confirmation Class 2022 was nine members strong! Each of these young people was successfully examined by 

the Session as to their faith and their readiness for this step. Confirmed on June 5, Pentecost Sunday, were: 



In addition, Matthew Caesar was baptized by sprinkling on June 5;  James 

Getchell was baptized by immersion (at the facility of Waterdam Evangelical 

Free Church) on June 7  

Also reporting for the Youth Department: 

We recognized three high school graduates and two college graduates in our worship service on June 12, the 

Sunday after we celebrated this year’s Confirmation Class. 

 

The high school graduates are Mac Kelly, Russell Falls, and Brandon Waskowiak. 

 

Mac Kelly graduated from Peters Township High School. 

 

He is now attending Penn State’s main campus, University Park, where he is 

studying civil engineering. 

 

 

 

 

 

Russell Falls graduated from Peters 

Township High School. 

 

He is now attending the School of 

Engineering at Penn State Behrend, 

majoring in Electrical and Computer 

Engineering Technology.  

 



 

Brandon Waskowiak graduated from South Fayette High School. 

 

He is now attending Walsh University, where he is majoring in Business and 

Marketing, along with playing College Lacrosse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--The college graduates are Nolan Keller and Riley Kelley. 

 

 

Nolan James Keller will graduate from IUP in December of 2022 with a B.S. in com-

puter science, specializing in cyber security. He has been working for his dad, Karl, at 

Quest Analytics.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Riley Kelly graduated from Penn State on May 7 with a double major 

in criminology and psychology.  

 

Riley is living in State College for at least one more year. She got a job working at 

the apartment complex where she’s going to live, sharing in marketing responsi-

bilities, sales and management. 



Our latest Special Event was our celebratory Worship Service held on Reformation Sun-

day, October 30. Both children and youth participated in leading the 

worship service – four as readers, four as flag- and Bible-bearers, 

and two to take up the offering. There were also two Bibles being 

awarded to two young children from our congregation – Marino 

Maronde, entering fourth grade, and Maddalena Maronde, entering 

Preschool  



 

 

 

 

 

Coming Up Next: 

This coming Saturday, November 5, we will hold a Ser-

vice Event for families with children and youth, in order 

to support the Mission Team’s annual project, Operation 

Christmas Child.  We will be going shopping together for Christmas gifts for children across the 

world, return to church, and pack shoe boxes for the upcoming collection of gift boxes on No-

vember 13. 

--Finally, let me mention too (as an early heads-up) that, as an event for 

Fun and Fellowship, all church families will be invited to attend the 

Church Christmas Luncheon coming up on December 4, immediately 

following the worship service! Church 

members of all ages will also be asked 

to consider participating in our con-

gregation’s annual Talent Show immediately following that 

luncheon.  

--THANK YOU for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry! Please let me 

know of any questions, or suggestions, or concerns your may have!   

Yours, in Him, 

Katie Brandt 

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 
626-807-3784 (c) 

 

 

Your Next Gen Team: 

Katie Brandt; Lesley Caesar, Randy Fraas; Sophia Getchell; 

Andy Hromoko;  

Lynn Hutchison; Dianne Keller; Marion Maentz; Barb Wylie 

mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org
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Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt0 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Danielle McCloskey 

   Office Manager 

   danielle@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

November 

Missions of the Month 

Angel Tree 

 

Details Coming Soon... 

2022 Christmas Cantata: “A Promise Kept: The 

Blessing of Christmas”  
   

Greetings!  
   
As the Advent season approaches, the PCEPC Adult Choir is hard at work 

preparing our Christmas program for the 2022 season, “A Promise Kept: The Blessing of Christmas.” This choral 

presentation, arranged by sacred musician Marty Parks, will feature beautiful renditions of timeless carols along with 

brand-new compositions. The blend of traditional Christmas favorites and original pieces centers on God’s fulfillment 

of Old Testament prophecy through His Son and the promise of a new life in Him.   

  

We invite you to join us during the 11am service on Sunday, December 11th, as we share this program with the 

PCEPC community. It is sure to be a morning of great music and reflection on the joys this season brings!  

  

   
In Christ,  

   
Shay Carter  


