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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 
Pilgrims, Puritans, The Puritanical, and Thanksgiving 

J ust yesterday, I realized that I throw around a word to describe a group of “theologians” that I find particularly 

helpful in my Christian walk. They are the Puritans. I also realized that this is a word or group of people which 

have a particularly poor reputation in America.  

Pilgrims  

In 1620 the “Pilgrims” landed in Massachusetts to establish a colony in which they could express their faith in freedom. 

The Pilgrims came out of the Puritan movement within the Church of England during the 16th and 17th Century. The 

Puritans in England were interested in bringing much needed reform to the Anglican Church. This movement empha-

sized Biblical truth, simplicity in worship, and personal holiness. The Puritan movement embraced Reformed Theology 

as expressed by John Calvin and the Swiss side of the Reformation. In Britain, at this time, the Church of England was 

the only church by law. By law, everybody was supposed to belong 

to the Church of England. If one did not, then they ran the risk of 

negative civil and social consequences. 

Most Puritans stayed within the Anglican fold. But other groups de-

cided to quit the church and establish their own independent 

churches. These were called “Separatists.”  The Pilgrims were 

“Separatists.”  They were jailed, forbidden to hold good jobs, partici-

pate in government, and even hounded out of England. It was mem-

bers of this group that came to America from exile in the Nether-

lands. The Pilgrims are the direct forebears of the Congregationalists 

in America. 

Puritan 

The Puritans, who did not have the same social impediments, came to America a year or two after the Pilgrims. They 

were well financed and flourished in the New World. Both groups have had an enormous impact on the direction and 

ethos of our nation. 

No matter how well intended groups may be, they are like the people in them, they are imperfect. Neither of these 

groups is perfect. However, they have been grossly misrepresented in the last one hundred years. 

The Puritanical 

Mark O'Keefe cites historian Mary Beth Norton in an article, “The Puritans Weren’t So Puritanical:” 

Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1850 classic of American literature [The Scarlet Letter], made into a 1995 film [by the 

same title] starring Demi Moore, is set in Puritan New England, where a main character must wear a scarlet "A" 

for "adulteress." It was fiction, but the public accepted its portrayals as fact. 



Prior to that, the Puritans were mostly romanticized as an American ideal. According to research by Brooks  

Holifield, professor of American church history at Emory University in Atlanta, the late 1800s saw increasing 

but sporadically negative portrayals of the Puritans, followed by full-blown disdain during the cultural upheaval of 

"the roaring '20s." 

It was journalist H.L. Mencken who in 1928 famously defined "puritanism" as "the haunting fear that someone, 

somewhere, may be happy." 

Said Norton, "That gave Puritans a bad name from which they never recovered." 

About the Salem Witch Trials, "There wasn't anything particularly Puritan about the witchcraft trials," she said. 

That sums it up. The Puritans were not “Puritanical.” The picture of the Puritans painted with this 20th Century brush is 

pure fiction. The Puritans I read and enjoy would have been aghast at such superstitious activity in 1690’s Salem!  

Thanksgiving 

The Pilgrims did in fact celebrate a feast with the Wampanoag Indi-

ans in 1621. Then, throughout the history of New England, the Puri-

tans proclaimed days of thanks and days of fasting depending on the 

occasion. It was not until 1863 that Abraham Lincoln established the 

fourth Thursday in November as the official Holiday called Thanks-

giving. This is what we celebrate today. 

It is a good thing that we do this, and we should be thankful for 

what God has done for us. This year let’s be thankful for our nation, 

our church, and for God’s Providence!  For one thing, He has given 

us men and women like the Pilgrims and Puritans who have been bold enough to stand up for their beliefs, and also to 

leave us a legacy of sweet Christian character. As Joel Beeke points out, “the Puritans were humble and willing to serve 

God without recognition. They were eternally minded, and earthly good.” 

Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. 

on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will now 

only be able to view each worship service once you click on the specific 

link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will not exist until the 

video is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship hour.  We will post 

that link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each 

Sunday, so please look for it there https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship)!  

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship


Reformation Sunday 2021 

 

Below are the 50 Year Members that were in attendance: 

Audrey May, Tom McMurray, Reid and Shirley Lowe, 

Shirley Semko, Mary Froebe, Howard Philips, Ken Lash, 

Carol Coffield, Tom McNary III, and first time member 

Sandy Palumbo. 



Upcoming Events 
 

Christmas Luncheon and 3rd Annual Talent Show 
 

Our Annual Christmas Luncheon will be held on Sunday, December 5th  

following our11:00 am Worship Service.  Fellowship will be providing all the 

food for the luncheon this year.  After lunch we will have our 3rd  

annual talent show and traditional Christmas Carol Sing– Along.  Bring the 

whole family out for an afternoon of Christmas fun with your church family! 
 

A needs list sign-up will be sent out prior to Thanksgiving to give us an idea 

of how many people to prepare for.  You may also call the church  

office to sign-up for the lunch.  The menu will be Honey Baked ham, 

cheesy potatoes, macaroni and cheese, coleslaw, green bean casserole, 

Kings Hawaiian rolls, dessert, and drinks. 

 

Once again Deacons are offering beautiful Bebout grown poinsettias for Christmas.  The price 

is $8.00.  You can pick up an envelope order form on the information table in the Narthex.  

You may also call the church office, send a check in the mail with quantity, and dedication, or 

use our online giving. (Use the drop down under General Fund and choose Flowers.  You can 

put the dedication in the memo section) The last date to order will be December. 

14th.  We have 30 plants reserved for us.   

Baptism 
On Sunday, November 7th Abigail Barbara Baldwin, child of Robert and Amanda Baldwin was baptized in our 

Sanctuary.  Abigail was born on June 17th, 2020. 



 

Our Third Annual Talent Show will be held during our upcom-

ing Christmas Lunch.  If you would like to share a talent that after-

noon, please let Katie Brandt or Cyndi Taylor know (you don't 

have to be specific about the act yet).  This invitation is for any 

adult, youth or child.  (Note: If you plan on using music, plan on 

using a CD player or the actual keyboard -- the Wifi is unfortu-

nately unreliable in the Parish Hall!!) 

 

2021 Christmas Cantata: “Emmanuel Has Come!” 
 

Greetings! 
 

In recent weeks, our talented choir members have been dutifully pre-

paring music for this year's Christmas Cantata, "Emmanuel Has 

Come." We hope you will join us during the 11am service on 

Sunday, December 12th, as we share this musical program with 

the PCEPC community! 
 

Our presentation of "Emmanuel Has Come" will feature five choral 

settings of beloved carols and new contemporary Christmas selec-

tions, including Song of Christmas; Carol Medley; Emmanuel (Hallowed 

Manger Ground); Emmanuel to Me; and Christ Is Come. These inspiring 

pieces are arranged by some of our favorite sacred music composers, such as Chris Tomlin, Mike Speck, and Philip 

Keveren, and are juxtaposed with poignant Scriptural narration to encourage further meditation on the lyrics.  
 

The Advent season is at once a time of celebration and a time to recognize God's great love for us shown through the 

gift of His Son's incarnation and atonement. I hope that you will be moved by the beautiful harmonies and thoughtful 

lyricism in "Emmanuel Has Come," but above all I hope you are called to dwell on the miracle of Christ's birth and the 

hope we are afforded in Him. 
 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, 

“God with us.” --Matthew 1:23 
 

In Christ, 
 

Shay Carter 

Christmas Eve Services 

 December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
  Join us for a special family service 
 

 December 24, 9:00 p.m. 
  Join us for a Traditional Candlelight Service  

 

  Both evening services will be held in our  

  Sanctuary     



Children’s Ministry News 

November 2021 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

Warm wishes, prayers and blessings for you, as 

the skies turn gray, and as our days seem shorter 

and shorter!   Even while we still face concerns 

about the ongoing pandemic, we thank our God for the opportunity to   

Worship together --and also, for the opportunity to join in remotely!  

HAPPY THANKSGIVING to you ALL!!! 

…Even with masks back on in the Children’s Department, this SUNDAY SCHOOL 

YEAR is going along well…. and PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry is planning 

several joyful celebrations for the upcoming Advent and Christmas 

Seasons! 

Birthdays:   

Audrey Jeswilkowski, now in our Youth Class, turned 13 on October 23rd…. 
 

Bryn Elizabeth DeWoody, meanwhile, is turning ONE YEAR OLD on November 

18…. 
 

Maddalena Maronde will have her SECOND Birthday on November 26, the day after 

Thanksgiving… 
 

And Alex Nguyen will be eleven years old on November 28! 

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to our BIRTHDAY BOY AND -GIRLS!! 

On Sundays: 
Our In-Person Sunday School classes have been moving along fine. There are seven 

teachers now on a rotation for the Younger Elementary Age Sunday School Class (Lesley Cae-

sar; Lynn Hutchison; Sally Jeswilkowski; Marion Maentz; Barb Mullen; Sandy Palumbo; and Su-

san Prosser).  Meanwhile, I (Katie) am usually teaching the Older Elementary Class, with Cyndi 

Taylor being my sub when I’m gone (such as on Nov. 21st). 
 

On the rolls, we have one Preschooler (–an additional one may be old enough to come to 

Sunday School halfway through the year or so--); eight (8) younger elementary students 

(Grades K – 3); and six (6) older elementary students (Grades 4 – 6). 
 

We do also continue to have digital resources for Sunday School and Children’s Church on our website. 

 

NURSERY - We have gladly been offering childcare again every Sunday during the 11 am worship hour since 

last Palm Sunday. As of Sunday, October 17, our nursery is open and staffed between 10:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

(or 12:20, or whenever worship is over).  (There are four children of PCEPC members who might need 

nursery care on any given Sunday; the other three on our radar either haven’t attended since the pan-

demic, or their parents still hold them during the service, due to their young age.) 

If anyone would like to take advantage of Nursery Care during the Sunday School Hour, as well as during the worship 

hour, please just let me know! 
 

The Nursery Caregiver Team is five members strong at this point, and has been working very well (Elena Kunz, 

Xavier Kunz, Emily Lucasewicz, Ellie Maentz, Amanda Petito).  



CHILDREN’S CHURCH –  Of course, we have also been continuing weekly Children’s Church for children 

in grades K through 3. On Sundays when I am not able to be present, Laura Moran or Sally Jeswilkowski have been 

available as substitute teachers – Thank you! 

 

UPDATED LOCATIONS -   We are now holding only our Younger Elementary Age Class 

(at 9:45) and Children’s Church (at 11:15) in the newly renovated space immediately 

below our sanctuary.  
 

The Older Elementary Class is now meeting in the large classroom off the playroom 

downstairs.   
 

Meanwhile, our nursery is now being held in the large playroom between the downstairs 

lobby and our church office.  
 

Special Events: 

During one of our last Service Projects, the Food- 

and Diaper Drive for SHIM– (https://shimcares.org/

host-a-drive/) –we collected five large boxes plus six 

bags full of useful items (125 lbs worth, SHIM told me), 

which I delivered on November 9.  
 

THANK YOU to all who donated!! 

 

On Sunday, November 14, we dedicated the gift boxes 

collected during our Samaritan’s Purse Outreach 

Effort “Operation Christmas Child” (a.k.a. “Operation 

Shoebox”) (https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-

do/operation-christmas-child/). 49 boxes were col-

lected. Thank you, PCEPC!!! 

--Reformation 

Sunday, this 

year also a Family  

Sunday, gave us 

the opportunity 

to involve chil-

dren in many 

ways in a Special Worship Service. Ten children and 

seven youth participated in the leadership of the 

worship service on October 31st in various ways. From 

greeting and ushering, over reading Scripture or parts of the 

liturgy, to singing in the Children’s Choir, ably led by Music 

Director Shay Carter – there were many roles to be filled. 

God granted us a beautiful time of worshipping and giving 

thanks to Him! 

https://shimcares.org/host-a-drive/
https://shimcares.org/host-a-drive/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


In addition, on Reformation Sunday, our church gave out four Bibles and 

two Bible Story Books:  Age-appropriate Bible Story Books were awarded to two 

Preschoolers (Maiya Maronde and Beau Thomas Marks); NIV Study Bibles were given 

to two older elementary girls (Holly Jones and Harper Zidik), and to two older elemen-

tary boys (Caleb Hutchison and Daniel Nguyen).   



GOING ON/ COMING UP: 

Our next Fun- and Fellowship Event will be a  

Talent Show, which is in the process of being planned 

at the time of this writing. It will unfold the afternoon 

of the Church Christmas Dinner on December 5. 
 

Come on and show off one of those hidden talents of 

yours (all ages welcome!)! 

 

 

--Of course, throughout Advent, we will have Special Worship Services with a ceremony 

for the lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles each Sunday. (If you’d like to lead the con-

gregation one Sunday in the Liturgy of Light, please let me know!) 
 

We are also planning on practicing a 

Christmas Pageant, to be presented 

during our Family Worship Service 

at 5:00 pm on December 24, 

throughout the month of December, 

involving both youth (as readers), and 

children (as costumed characters). --

Recruiting for this pageant is going on at 

the time of this writing… --the excite-

ment is growing!  

Beau Thomas Marks  Holly Jones Harper Zidick Caleb Hutchison Daniel Nguyen 

Maiya Maronde 

(Her Bible Story 

Book was mailed 

to her) 

Yours, in Him,    
          Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, 

Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike 

McCaig, Marion Maentz, Scott Maronde, Kendell 

Stellfox, and Barb Wylie  

mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org
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Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Kendell Stellfox 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   kendell@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

NOVEMBER 

Mission of the Month 

Angel Tree 
 

The Mission team is anxious to 

begin working on our Mission of 

the Month for November – our 

Angel Tree.  We have chosen two 

groups that would be greatly 

blessed by our gifts.  
 

The first is Children and Youth 

Services.  This organization serves 

children and youth in Washington 

County that have suffered from child abuse and neglect.  The Christmas 

season is especially hard for them.  Your donation ensures that these chil-

dren experience the joys of the Christmas season. 
 

The second group is 6 refugees in grade school and high school in Mt. Leba-

non.  These students come from Afghanistan and the Congo.  Many come 

from years in refugee camps, and they arrive in the US with very little. They 

are not prepared for the cold Pittsburgh winter ahead. They would also be 

blessed by our help.   
 

You can choose a tag from the Angel Tree in the church narthex or use the 

“needs” list sent out by e-mail.  The gifts should not be wrapped, no tag is 

needed.  The mission team will wrap and label the gifts as needed. (If you 

buy a piece of clothing, a gift receipt would be appreciated since we are 

unsure of their specific sizes.) Toys are due by December 5th and 

clothes are due by December 12th. 
 

If you are not able to shop for the items you may make donations to pur-

chase gift cards for Angel Tree recipients.  Please mark your giving en-

velopes November MOM or Angel Tree.  You may also give on our 

website or our mobile giving app.  Under the General Donation dropdown 

choose November MOM (Angel Tree).  Thanks in advance for blessing 

these children, as we are blessed. 
 

Merry Christmas!   

Mission Team 

Amazon Smile 
 

Make your Amazon purchases support our church.  We are an official Amazon Smile Charity.  Remember,  

always start at smile.amazon.com and  

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your  

eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. 

Use the dropdown under Account & List.  Under 

Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then 

choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church as your charity account.  We have received 

$75.35 from Amazon purchases so far this year.   


