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The 

Church Chimes 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dreamed. Psalm 126:1 

 

P 
salm 126 is about the reaction of the Israeli captives who were set free after a 70-year exile in Babylon.  

Home to many of them was just a dream. A dream that had been instilled in their hearts as children by 

their parents.  An impossible dream come true when no one expected it.  This is the way God works for 

His faithful! 

Certainly, we feel as though our congregation has been in “exile” these 6 years.  We moved to St. David’s the first Sun-

day in May 2015.  Finally, in December 2019, the “legal case” came to an end.  Within just a few months the nation was 

brought to a standstill because of the Covid pandemic. 

Now, we are coming out of the pandemic.  In a way it is like waking from an intense dream to a sunshine filled room.  A 

room where the gloom of night has faded, and the possibilities of a new day make the troubled dreams of the night pas-

sé.  When Israel was given the OK to return home there was much planning and preparation to make in order to make 

their freedom a reality.  At the 70-year mark of captivity, men like Daniel began to pray and ask God to fulfill His prom-

ise to restore Israel.  God raised up men like Ezra and Nehemiah, who were nation builders as well as preachers.  All 

during the “crisis” of captivity, plans were made for freedom. 

In a way, your leaders have been doing the same thing during the Covid lockdown.  The Session has been working 

through its Alignment Team to be ready to meet the challenges of the Gospel in our community.  The first goal of this 

group is to “align” every ministry in our church to our Mission 

Statement.  Our Mission Statement, Saved by grace alone, through 

Christ alone, we love God, love others, and share the Gospel, represents 

how we do ministry at PCEPC.  It is our process, and it represents 

movement in our Christian growth.  A major interest of the Team 

is to add “share the Gospel” to every step of our process. 

The Alignment Team has divided itself into two groups.  The first I 

have just mentioned is concerned with ministry.  The second group 

is concerned about “where” we will base our ministries.  That 

means this part of the Team is looking for a permanent facility, 

whether existing or new.  Over the coming weeks, Eric Hutchison, 

who leads this part of the Team, will give us an update of their pro-

gress to date. 

We are on our way, the light of the Lord shines for us!  Let us take 

heart and follow where He leads! 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook 

account.  The link to the church's public Facebook page is (https://

www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask whether you want to log in or 

create an account, but if you don't want to do that, "x" out of the box with 

that prompt, and you will then look right at the church's page! 
 

Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page, either 

scroll down (from the main cover photo and the list of videos and favorite 

pictures on the top of the page) to get to the main news feed, where you can see the live video, OR you can click on 

“videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will show up with a red “live” icon in the top left corner.   You may 

also watch past Sunday Worship Services on the video page. 

CALL FOR CHOIR MEMBERS/MUSICIANS 

Greetings! 

For the past year, the Music Ministry has been blessed with faithful Song Leaders who have helped to lead the con-

gregational singing whilst COVID-19 restrictions have been in place. We are very grateful to these talented musicians 

for lending their time and gifts to the music service!  

 

As we move into the summer months, we can now expect to see positive changes that provide more opportunities 

for fellowship and worship within the PCEPC community. I am looking forward to the possibilities that new guide-

lines will provide to the Music Ministry, especially as we introduce new congregational songs, expand our musical 

styles, and begin to transition our music service from the current Song Leader format to a full choir.   

 

The Music Ministry provides a wonderful opportunity for us to contribute to the church community and worship the 

Lord through song. If you are interested in joining the choir, singing special music, or playing an instrument for the 

music service, I would like to invite you to join us for rehearsals at 10am on Sunday mornings. Even if it is your first 

time participating in the Music Ministry, I encourage you to sit in on one of our practices--we welcome adults of all 

ages and levels of experience. 

 

If you have any questions about the Music Ministry or would like to chat about getting involved, please contact me at 

shay@peterscreekchurch.org. I am excited for the future of this ministry, and ask that you join me in praying for and 

working toward its growth.  

 

In Christ, 

Shay Carter 

 

“O Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” Psalms 95:1 NRSV 
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Children’s Ministry News 

May 2021 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

Spring is here! Summer is on the way! There are so many 

things to be grateful for, even while we are still dealing 

with pandemic-related effects….!  

 

Thanks be to God for the opportunity to be worshipping 

together again – and also, for the opportunity to join in 

remotely! 

 

Meanwhile, we’ve been busy in PCEPC Children’s 

Ministry…! 

 

 

First off, a shout-out to our (soon-to-be) Birthday girl!  

 

We did not have any birthdays of PCEPC children in May. 

However, the next birthday coming up in June may well be 

before our next CHIMES edition reaches you, so you should 

know now that Aurora Stellfox will turn 7 years old on June 

12!   

 

We will be wishing her a Blessed New Year of Life ahead, with 

many delightful surprises – including a new sibling (due in Au-

gust)! 

 

 

 

 

On Sundays: 

We have continued to offer in-person Sunday School and Children’s Church.  For those who are unable to at-

tend in person, digital resources for Sunday School and Children’s Church are always available to our families, both via 

our website, and through links for Sunday School resources directly sent to the families involved. 

 

We have also gladly been offering childcare again during the 11 am worship hour.  In last month’s newsletter, I 

was happy to be able to introduce to you three wonderful new caregiver team members – Ellie Maentz (daughter of 

Marion Maentz and sister of Tori, another team member); and Elena and Xavier Kunz (children of Jamie Kunz Schwein-

berg and great-grandchildren of our beloved Audrey May). They have all been working regularly in our nursery over 

the past several weeks. 

 

Just before Mother’s Day, I was blessed to train two additional Nursery Care Team Members! They are Emily 

Lucasewicz, a long-time friend of Ellie Maentz’ (and prior PCEPC VBS helper), and Amanda Petito, great-niece of our 

own Cyndi Taylor (also a prior PCEPC VBS helper)! 

Uriah, Emily, and Aurora Stellfox 



 

I am Emily Lukasewicz and I currently attend Canon McMillan High School. I participate 

in multiple sports and am an active member in my church community, St. Louise de 

Marillac. 

 

 I enjoy helping and working with children, and have been a Preschool crew leader dur-

ing several of PCEPC Vacation Bible Schools. I can't wait to be a part of the PCEPC 

family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi. My name is Amanda Petito. I attend Canon McMillan High School and will be a 

sophomore this fall. I enjoy playing center field for the Midway Lightening 15U softball 

team.  

 

My past work experiences involving children includes volunteering for Heritage Public 

Library reading stories and helping with activities. I also was a crew leader with VBS 

here at PCEPC for several years.  

 

I look forward to meeting the church members and their children!  

 

 

 

Say hello to our new caregivers some Sunday, if you have a chance to go down the corridor to the “Rainbow 

Room” (rainbow door frames), diagonally across the hall from the “Red Room”, where I lead Children’s Church! 

Special Events: 

Our Service Event for May will be an outreach project to benefit children who become patients in area hospitals. 

All our church families with children in elementary grades will be invited to participate! 

 

The project involves putting together gift boxes for pediatric patients, similar to the “shoe boxes” we pack for chil-

dren overseas during Operation Christmas Child. The organization which oversees the distribution of these boxes to 

hospitals is called The Jared Box Project. 

 

The Jared Box project was started in 2001 by the children at Our Lady of Victory School in State College, Pennsylva-

nia to honor their classmate and friend, Jared. He was a brave little boy who battled cancer with courage and faith 

that continues to inspire us all.  Jared was diagnosed with an incurable brainstem tumor in 1999.  At just 5 years old, 

he demonstrated faith, wisdom and compassion for others. 

 

The Joy of Play 
Jared maintained his sense of humor and the joys of childhood through play. He carried a backpack full of toys and 

games to all appointments, and questioned why the other children didn't bring toys to their exam rooms.  Jared 

shared his toys and invited the other children to join him in a game of UNO. 



"You'll be in my Heart" 
Jared's battle ended on November 12, 2000 while listening to his favorite song, "You'll Be In My Heart."  Phil Col-

lins, renowned contemporary vocalist and composer of Jared's favorite song, became aware of Jared and sent 

a heartfelt letter. 

(https://thejaredbox.com/about/) 

….Any of you reading this, please feel free to participate in the effort to get some gift boxes for pediatric patients put 

together, whether you have elementary age children at home to help you or not!  For instructions on how to go about 

doing this, please check out https://thejaredbox.com/getstarted/. 

 

Any completed boxes can be delivered to the church office (after May 25), or to my home address.  I will be delivering 

them to the Community Outreach Director at Canonsburg Hospital.  A big THANK YOU in advance! 
 

Coming Up Next:  

We are more and more gearing up for our VBS 2021!! 

Our VBS this year is called  

Discovery on Adventure Island! 

It is based on curriculum by Cokesbury, and is scheduled for  

July 5-9, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 pm. 

…From a whimsical lighthouse on an enchanted island, Explorers are guided by a 

Lighthouse Keeper and Beacon the Puffin on an exciting quest to find five mysteri-

ous Infinity Lanterns to help light their way. Using map coordinates from the 

Reference Book (the Bible), children discover clues to finding each Lantern while 

learning how God's light shines in the lives of familiar Biblical characters in Old 

and New Testament stories. 

 

What an exciting time of exploration this will be!! 
 

Our opening and closing assemblies will take place in St David’s main sanctu-

ary (for spacing); and five Stations will be set up with individual pop-up shelters outside, on the edge of the large 

parking lot and into the adjoining grassy area. 
 

Dear Congregation -- are there some among you who would be able to loan us a pop-up shelter for one of the sta-

tions?? Even though we hope and pray it won’t rain during our VBS hours, it would be good to have shelters for shade, 

as well…! 

>WE NEED SIX MORE POP-UP SHELTERS! PLEASE let me know if you can help!< 

(The tents will be put up anew each morning and taken down after VBS hours each day, so you don’t need to worry 

about them “walking away”!) 
 

In order to make it possible that the children can be spaced apart a bit even while in their crews, we only registered 50 

kids this year, and only children of elementary age (no preschoolers). We will emphasize frequent hand sanitizing, and 

most likely, masks will still be required throughout. 
 

Registration is currently closed – the 50 spots were taken up very quickly! However, if you know of any children who 

might still want to attend, please know I will be developing a wait list! Every year, either right before or during VBS 

week itself, it turns out that several children end up having to miss for various reasons, and then some of the children 

who have been on the wait list can be pulled into the activities.  
 

I am very grateful to the many well-experienced leaders who already signed up for this VBS – even under such unusual 

circumstances in this pandemic year!! Half of all needed crew leaders have by now been recruited already, as well. Many 

teens love returning as volunteers year after year!  
 

We are EXTRA EXCITED to be able to look forward to having our two new staff members involved with VBS – Shay 

as the Music Director, and Kendell as Technology Director! 

 

 

https://thejaredbox.com/about/musicalmessage.html
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…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your 

support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!   
 

Please contact me with any questions, sugges-

tions, or concerns your may have!   
 

Yours, in Him,    

          Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

*Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike 

McCaig, Marion Maentz, Scott Maronde, Kendell Stellfox, and Barb Wylie 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School Summer Get Away - July 20 to July 22 

 

Middle school students, join us for Summer Escape 2021! We'll be travelling to Hershey, PA for a day at Hershey 

Park, as well as enjoying games and activities throughout our time there. You don't want to miss this trip! 

 

For all the details visit YFC Summer Hershey Park 2021… 

Please contact Kendell with any questions.   

 

724.986.0936 - kendell@peterscreekchurch.org 
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Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children 

through the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is 

$40.00 per child.  Since there are only a few families in our Sunday 

School we could use some assistance from the Congregation to 

help cover this expense.  If 20 people would donate $4.00 a 

month, we could cover the monthly cost to support these beauti-

ful World Vision children.  You can find more information about 

these 2 children by visiting the Mission section on our website http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like 

to help support this mission make your check payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope World 

Vision and mail the check to the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?

c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select World Vision. This 

is a great way to use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly 

donation. 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 
 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of 

coffee.  We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone 

wishes to voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and 

staff members of the fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and 

then.  The coffee will be delivered promptly to the veteran's home.  Let us help to 

do away with their rationing of coffee.  Let us help them to enjoy their time with a 

cup of coffee. 
 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  
 

We have received at least 10 cans per month from the Congregation.  Thank you!  

Amazon Smile 
 

Make your Amazon purchases support our church.  We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, 

always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases 

to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then 

choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your charity account. 

Other On-going Giving Opportunities 

Ongoing Support for the GWC Food Bank and Greater Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association 
 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for 

now, the Mission Team is asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries 

each month. The money collected each month will be split between the Greater Washing-

ton County Food Bank and Greater Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association for fund-

ing of their local Pop-up Pantries. They have been overwhelmed with a huge demand for 

food because of the COVID-19 and have broadened their outreach for sources of funding 

in the greater area to meet that demand. Together, we can help considerably. 
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Town-

ship Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the Food Banks each month. Make your checks 

payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope Food Banks and mail the 

check to the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the 

Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select  Food Banks.  This is a great way to 

use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you 

never forget. 

http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Kendell Stellfox 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   kendell@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

MAY 

Missions of the Month 

Kids Alive 

The MOM for May will be Cathy and Jay Freuland and “Kids Alive”.  Cathy 

and Jay Freuland serve at the Oasis in Guatemala through Kids Alive. Oasis 

is a community of family-style homes for Guatemalan girls who are victims 

of sexual abuse.  After being rescued by local authorities, the girls are sent 

to Oasis under court-ordered protection.  Kids Alive is committed to res-

cuing victims of abuse and showing them their inherent worth and poten-

tial.  These girls need safety, stability and intensive counseling. Kids Alive 

teaches how the love of Jesus can change their lives. 

 
Please put May MOM or Kids Alive on your giving envelopes.   You 

may also give on our website or our mobile giving app.  Under the General 

Donation dropdown choose May MOM (Kids Alive).   

 

Thank you 
 

Mission Team 

If you would like to receive a printed copy of the Chimes each month please call the church office at 

(724) 941-6210 and Cyndi will add you to the Chimes mailing list.  Please also let her know if your ad-

dress, phone number or email has changed. 


