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The 

Church Chimes 

T oday I was reading from Numbers 9.  The last half of the chapter tells of the cloud that rested over the 

Tabernacle.  During the day it was a cloud.  At night it “had the appearance of a fire.”  Whenever the 

cloud would begin to move, Israel would decamp and follow the cloud.  Sometimes the cloud stayed a few 

days, sometimes for longer periods of time.  But each time the Israelites observed the cloud moving, they followed.  

When the cloud stopped, they camped and erected the Tabernacle under the spot where the cloud hovered. 

 

I have felt like that is the way we have been following the Lord since 2015!  The COVID-19 pandemic has added a new 

layer of drama as we follow the leading of the Lord into “the cloud” of cyberspace.  Since we have been live streaming 

our services, we have gotten up-to-speed with some very handy technology.  When we return to meeting at St. David’s, 

we will continue to live stream our services from there, and it will be a permanent feature of our ministry. 

You may ask, “When are we going back to St. David’s?”  As you are aware the Session has been keeping close tabs on 

governmental restrictions governing mass meetings.  Our intent is to follow the most conservative guidelines issued by 

our political leaders in the next few weeks.  However, we will resume some sort of worship service at St. David’s soon-

er than later.  We will make the appropriate announcements when the time comes. 

 

Another interesting development is our discussion with St. David’s about taking over exclusive use of their old sanctu-

ary.  In our discussions with representatives of their Vestry, we will be given the opportunity to “kick the tires” a bit.  

That is, we will begin worshipping there for a few weeks to see if we like it.  One advantage of worshiping in that space 

will be that we no longer have to tear down and set up every Sunday, as we will have access to that space 24/7.  But the 

congregation will have the right to decide if the “cloud” is moving us 100 yards to the south! 

 

This would be a short-term plan for our meeting space.  As I speak there is a group led by the Trustees to find us a per-

manent place to worship. 

 

When we do start in-person worship services, you will be advised to use your own judgment about attending.  If you 

are in an “at risk” category, please feel free to stay away, because we will continue to live stream the service.   I envi-

sion that at first, we will have no more than a half dozen to 20 people in worship.   However, we will set up the front 

half of St. David’s old sanctuary and broadcast our worship services from there.  This will allow us to have live music to 

go along with our services every Sunday morning. 

 

I hope this update has been helpful.  We look forward 

to getting back to our normal routine as soon as the 

Lord allows! 

Blessings! 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Doug Brandt 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



 

 

 

Mission Team Update 

January MOM City Mission of Washington  $1,000.00  

$520.00 collected for January MOM and $480.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic$1,500.00 

$1252.00 collected for February MOM and $248.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $600.00 

$410.00 collected for March MOM and $190.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

April MOM Washington County Food Bank $2,858.30 

$1,858.30 collected for April MOM and $1,000 from General Mission Fund 
 

Additional Donations Washington County Pet Food Bank $200.00, City Mission of Washington $200.00 and 

$500.00 of Amazon Gift Cards for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic to feed babies. 
 

Ongoing Monthly Mission Support Feed My Sheep, Border Transition Ministry, P.R.I.S.M., Urban Impact, Kids 

Alive and World Vision 

 

Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since there is no Sunday School now or in the near future we could 

use some help from the Congregation to help cover this expense.  If 

20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover the monthly 

cost to support these beautiful World Vision children.  You can find 

more information about these 2 children by visiting the Mission section on our website http://

www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like to help support this mission make your check payable to the church 

and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the check to the church office. You may also donate 

on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list un-

der General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to use our website or mobile giving option and 

you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation. 

Please call the church office at 724 941-6210 if you have any material or spiritual 

needs during the Covidvirus outbreak.  We have people willing to do grocery 

shopping, pick up prescriptions or just talk. 

Amazon Smile 

We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 

0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. 

Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your 

charity account. 

http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/


  Children’s Ministry News  
May 2020 

The first child from our congregation to have a 

birthday during the Lockdown was Maiya Rose 

Maronde –  she turned 3 on March 30!  

McKenna Jeswilkowski celebrated her 10th 

birthday on April 5th, the Sunday before Easter, to 

a parade of friends driving past and honking! 

--Secondly, thanks to many sweet parents, who sent me these photos for the Chimes, I can illustrate some of what 

our kids have been doing during “Stay-At-Home”-Orders: 

Audrey and McKenna Jeswilkowski created 

this drawing during Peters Township Kindness 

Week! 

Yes, PCEPC –  We’re all in this to-

gether… !!     Stay in touch!  

 

We love and miss seeing you; and 

are praying for you…!! 

First of all, I want to honor two Birthday-Children from among 

our midst, since we could neither see them nor sing to them in 

church, as we normally would have..!! 

The Fowler boys have 

been studying the 

“Kids Quest Catechism 

Club” curriculum with 

their grandmother, 

“Mimi”! (I’m sure they’re 

not alone in this – more 

lessons and activity 

sheets have been going 

out to all families!) 



The Jeswilkowski girls have been doing many  crafts!  

With increasing 

good weather, 

the Jones Fami-

ly, and  

the Nguyen 

boys, have found 

time to enjoy 

the outdoors… 

…Maiya Maronde is enjoying her 

roller coaster… 

…Maddalena Maronde-

seems to love her outdoor  

outfit… 

Meanwhile, Mianna Maronde is getting 

set up in her “summer home”… 

Yes, boys can be “crafty” too, 

as Grayson Nguyen, shows 

us here! 



Andrew Caesar requests a 

Tuesday Taco night with a pic-

ture of dancing tacos… 

Meanwhile, having studied Home 

Ec, Matthew Caesar baked 

banana bread for his family 

Yes! Sunshine calls for popsicles outside for 

Ben and Evie Caesar… 

Ellie and Rhys Maentz , and their 

younger brother Ian, got to cuddle 

with their new puppy, Zoey! 

(By the way, if you haven’t seen much 

of the Maentz kids, even before the 

lockdown, it’s because they actually 

belong to the St Louise Parish, along 

with their dad… but we’re glad to 

have them visit us at PCEPC whenev-

er possible!) 

The Nguyen boys got busy baking, as well! 

--Do these kids ever rest?! 

…even a view from up high, as preferred 

by Holly and Melody Jones! 



 

Holly  Jones making bread. 

 

Did Marino Maronde really cut all that 

wood..?!  

Nolan and Caleb Hutchison 

helping mulch 

…Lucas Fowler got a little 

wild with his hair…  

Benny Fowler on a Zoom call with 

his class… and with his mascot on his 

lap.  

…and here, it’s homework time for  

Holly and Melody Jones! 

Ryan Falls resting! 



 

 

--Thirdly and lastly, I just want to men-

tion a few resources that I’ve shared 

with our families – and if you have other 

children in your extended families, please 

feel free to send these ideas on to them, as well!  The publication Children's Worship Bulletins has put together a packet 

of free Scripture placemats and activity sheets for both children and adults. You can find the links to the PDF 

files here: www.childrensbulletins.com/covid19-childrens-activities-for-churches. 
 

To watch a series of five weekly children’s church videos that I sent to our families, visit www.faithkidz.org/

faithkidz-at-home. Here, you will find five fast-paced, high energy, but Biblically sound videos (a bit reminiscent of the 

teaching style of VBS!). Anyone can download the included Family Worship Guides and follow the 4 easy steps to lead 

their family through a rich and meaningful time of worship and learning…!   
 

Another helpful tool for Sunday mornings is the attached blueprint for “Sermon Notes for Children.” However, 

as Doug said, that does not only have to be reserved for children – maybe some of us adults would benefit from using 

the same kind of blueprint?!  
 

Most recently, I have asked all families to consider asking their children to write a thank you-note to healthcare 

workers --whether it’s for doctors or for nurses, or whether it's for lab technicians, aides, environmental services 

workers, administrative staff, dietary staff, or security guards... -- it takes so many essential workers to keep even a 

small community hospital open and ready! Instead of writing a note, kids might also want to create and pose with a 

large “THANK YOU”-Sign. 
 

Going to Canonsburg hospital every weekday, as I do in my role as a chaplain, I see so many of these faithful souls, and 

would love to bring them some handwritten notes, or photos of THANK YOU-signs! The idea was born out of the 

fact that it is “Nurses’ Week” this week -- but of course, any time is a good time to say, “thank you”, especially in this 

extra stressful time of pandemic! 
 

Anyone who is willing to write notes could mail me thank you-letters directly, or scan and email them... OR, they 

could take photos of themselves or their children holding their signs, and then texting or emailing me these photos. I 

will get your "thank yous" distributed at Canonsburg Hospital. (And that does NOT JUST have to happen dur-

ing Nurses' week!) 
 

--More pictures, resources, ideas, and plans to come soon, with God’s help! 
 

Please keep praying for all the children and families in our congregation; and please let me know if you 

have any comments, questions, or suggestions…!  I thank you from the bottom of your heart for all your care 

and support for PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry! God bless and keep you, Church Family!! 

Yours in Christ,  

Katie Brandt, Director of Children’s Ministries (Cell# 626-807-3784) 

Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Renee Ho, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike McCaig, 

Marion Maentz, Scott Maronde, Barb Wylie. 

--Guess what else, church family – our PCEPC children did not only get to ZOOM with their school teachers and -

classes; they also reconnected last week via computer with one another!  This was a great idea given to me by the 

Next Gen Team, who met several weeks ago, on April 20th – you guessed it – via ZOOM.  

 

On Tuesday, April 28, we had a fun 

ZOOM hour of chatting and games, 

with children of seven out of our nine 

families participating! Future videoconfer-

ences will be more specific to younger 

and older elementary age groups, respec-

tively. 

Caleb and Nolan Hutchison on 

the PCEPC Kids’ Zoom Call 

http://url7160.childrensbulletins.com/ls/click?upn=mVsw2hcGlMk7vtMbTN2px4UrSmrAPmpDH8tfiefxWmyQG9w9of2HROv-2BhysdVfS3GnqAQd7Ux-2BjCIxSJjPBTCHkZYK2XLTph2F024-2BBRQt081fDPJarAtbsy85CeBRbJyz-U_DTpDdXHEIIJEK9EEkqjHX5M36vMaxj7PoZ-2FFpyqjiVLUu5H5foWw3No1jR3PguKzv14
http://www.faithkidz.org/faithkidz-at-home
http://www.faithkidz.org/faithkidz-at-home


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201 

McMurray, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

MAY 

Mission of the Month 

Kids Alive International – Guatemala 

“Give justice to the poor and the orphan; uphold the 

rights of the oppressed and the destitute.  Rescue the 

poor and helpless; deliver them from the grasp of evil 

people”  Psalm  82:3-4 
 

This is exactly what Kids Alive does in Guatemala.  

These young girls are forced into dangerous child labor 

and forced prostitution.  Generational physical and sex-

ual abuse is rampant.  Kids Alive is committed to res-

cuing victims of heart-breaking abuse and showing them their inherent 

worth, potential and the love of their God. 
 

The wounded girls they serve need safety, stability and intensive counsel-

ing to heal from their trauma.  Jay and Cathy Freuland are missionaries 

from Connecticut who help these girls recover from their abuse and re-

turn to a safe home.  They need our sup-

port to continue to serve these girls. 

Please mark your giving envelopes 

May MOM or Kids Alive.  You may also 

donate to MOM on our online giving web-

site https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the 

Tithe.ly mobile App by using the 

dropdown list under General Fund and 

select May MOM Kids Alive. This is a 

great way to try out our website or 

mobile giving option.    

Ongoing Support for the Greater Washington County Food Bank 
 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to 

close their doors permanently for now, the Mission 

Team is asking that the Congregation give money in-

stead of groceries each month. The money collected 

each month will then be sent to the Greater Washing-

ton County Food Bank. They have been overwhelmed 

with a huge demand for food because of the Covidvirus 

shutdown and have broadened their outreach for sources of funding in the 

greater area to meet that demand. Together, we can help considerably. 
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for 

the Peters Township Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the GWC 

Food Bank each month. Make your checks payable to the church and note 

on the check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to 

the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the 

dropdown list under General Fund and select GWC Food Bank. This is a 

great way to use our website or mobile giving option and you can 

set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you never forget. 


