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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 
This is what the Lord says: 

 

 “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to 

this place.  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek 

me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you 

back from captivity.  I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, 

“and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.”  (Jeremiah 29:10-14 NIV)  

 

One of the reasons I like living here is that you can stop by someone’s house to get some advice about a pickup truck 

and end talking about Jeremiah.  That’s precisely what happened to me hours before I wrote my Chimes article.  The 

passage discussed was Jeremiah 29:10-14.  These verses contain God’s promise to Israel that He would restore them 

from captivity after 70 years.  

 

I’ll let you read the entire chapter for yourself to get the context; but these verses are sandwiched between several 

pronouncements of God’s judgement against Judah.  Keep this in mind, God’s promise is always active in times of judge-

ment and difficulty.  

 

We should savor the promise of God’s Grace, we should even celebrate it: God has gracious plans for our prosperity, 

and we have a future … when we pray, He will hear us, when we seek Him, we will find Him … He will gather us and 

return us home!  I believe we are seeing God’s blessing unfold before us.  

 

When the children of Israel returned from captivity, they were different people, spiritually speaking. Our call is the 

same.  I truly believe God has used our 8-year wilderness experience to form us into what He would like His people to 

be.  Let’s remember that; let’s embrace that.  We may be going “home,” but God expects us to fulfill our mission: since 

we are saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we love God, love others, and share the Gospel! We carry this mis-

sion with us.  

 

Also, I think God wants us to put the past behind us.  I am sure the local news outlets will want to know what has hap-

pened.  Church disagreements, lawsuits and splits make for interesting reading.  The world likes it when Christians 

fail.  Remember, on April 17, 2019, we held a forgiveness service with the members of Peters Creek United Presbyteri-

an Church.  Both sides asked that each party forgive the other.  There was no debate about who was right or 

wrong.  We said we forgave one another.  We took all our grievances, wrote them on slips of paper, and let them dis-

solve in water.  

 

Let’s remember that service, and remember our promise that we would “respect, love and speak well of one another.” 

No matter the temptation, no matter the provocation, let’s do that!  In a way that’s seeking God with our whole 

heart.  When we do that, His promise is unequivocal, “I will be found by you.”  

 

If anyone asks us how this happened, or if someone tries to get us to be disparaging about anyone connected with the 

past, let’s respond: “This was the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.” (Psalm 118:23 KJV) This is where we will 

leave it!  



Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook 

account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will 

now only be able to view each worship service once you click on 

the specific link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will 

not exist until the video is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship hour.  We will post that 

link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each Sunday, so please look for it 

there https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship)!  

Children’s Ministry News 

March 2023 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

 

How have we sailed this far into the New Year already? I’m writing to 

you in Mid-March, but some snow is fallig outside and it does not seem 

like spring yet at all! 

 

Regardless, I hope and pray this finds you well and at peace!  With the world in  turmoil and 

our personal lives often more of a whirlwind than we would like, I pray that , even so --and 

ever more so!--, we may quiet ourselves enough to sense the LORD and His Leading through it 

all! 

 

PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry can already look back on a busy couple of months 

since the beginning of this new year: 

 

Birthdays:   
January  

January 5 – Marino Maronde turned 10!!  

January 13 – Milo Maronde turned 1 year old! 
 

February 

February 9 – Melody Jones turned 8! 
 

March 

March 2nd – Andrew Caesar turned 12 (now a youth)!! 

March 4 – Evie Caesar turned 7! 

March 30 – Maiya Maronde will turn 6 years old! 

 

 --Congratulations and Best Wishes to all our BIRTHDAY BOY AND -GIRLS!! 

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship


On Sundays:  
Both Sunday School and Children’s Church have been moving along smoothly. 

As reported previously, our current teaching team is very faithful and efficient! 

 

Katie was out sick on January 8. Over the weekend of January 15, she was visiting 

her sons in Pasadena, CA along with Pastor Doug on his Study Leave. 

 

Then, due to Katie’s mother’s most recent health concerns, she took an unplanned leave late in January, 

so she could spend a week with her parents in Germany and assist them both. The following wonderful 

subs helped out in her absence: 

 

 Jan. 8, Sunday School – Barb Mullen 

 Jan. 8, Children’s Church – Sally Jeswilkowski 

 Jan. 15, Sunday School – Cyndi Taylor 

 Jan. 15, Children’s Church – Laura Moran 

Jan. 29, Sunday School – no coverage needed (fifth Sunday) 

Jan. 29, Children’s Church – Barb Wylie  

Feb. 5, Sunday School – Marion Maentz 

Feb. 5, Children’s Church – Kim Culpepper 

 

***** 

--Thanks to our excellent Nursery Caregiver Team, our nursery care 

has been consistent, as well.  The team now consists of Ellie Maentz, 

Julie Lukasewicz, and Audrey Jeswilkowski.   

 

NOTE: Due to renewed interest in Adult Sunday School expressed by 

several young couples, we began once again to offer Nursery Care during the Sunday School hour as 

of Sunday, February 19. Caregivers are now in the nursery on Sundays beginning at 9:30 am.! 

 

 

 



***** 

   The search for our next Youth Director is ongoing – please pray for the Search Team, and 

for the right person for this important position to be found soon!! 

 

Meanwhile, Andy Hromoko, with assistance from Randy Fraas and Marion Maentz, is faith-

fully continuing to teach the Youth Sunday School Class. --A Great Big Thank you to each 

of them!!  

   

On January 29, the Youth Group went to Top Golf for an afternoon of good eats, practicing golf, enjoying one 

another’s company, and also talking about the Scriptures! Andy Hromoko had organized this event. In addition to 

Andy, Eric Hutchison and Renee Ho accompanied the young people. 

***** 

The latest Baptism to take place in our congregation was that of Rob and Amanda Baldwin’s daughter, 

Madeline Jean, on Sunday, February 19th, 2023! 

***** 



The whole congregation, but especially anyone involved in Next Gen (Children’s 

and Youth) Ministry, was invited to a very important event on Saturday, March 

11 -- a Ministry Safe Abuse Prevention Workshop.  

 

This was a training event de-

signed to equip participants with 

the skills and tools to keep children as safe as possible; 

and to know how to spot and respond to any signs of 

possible abuse in a child's life. 

 

Dianne Keller ably led this workshop, and also provided a 

delicious brunch for the 16 attendees.   

 

Our Next Gen Team had decided that all staff members, 

as well as all involved in the Children’s and Youth Ministry of our church, should be required to take this 

training. Those who could not attend in person on March 11 have the opportunity to take the course 

online. 

***** 
 

13 kids and 6 adults participated in the fun excursion to IRON CITY NINJA 

in Whitehall on March 12 – “Pittsburgh’s Premiere Ninja Warrior Training 

Facility!”  This party included the great opportunity to exercise in a fun, safe, 

but unusual way in the facility’s 2,000+ square foot-sized space with over 20 

obstacles. There were also pizza and drinks! 

 

This was the first children’s fun event led by our Interim Children’s Ministry Director, Dianne Keller! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

***** 

 
Coming Up Next: 
Like every year, upon request from the Deacons, Katie ordered children’s books related to Lent, and 

others related to Easter, to be given to families affiliated with our congregation.  

 

She chose the following books for elementary age children: 

 

How Jesus Cares: 31 Devotions about Christ and His Love, by Sinclair Ferguson (c 

2022, Christian Focus Publications) (for Lent) 

The Easter Storybook/ 40 Bible Stories Showing Who Jesus Is, by Laura Richie (c 

2020, David C. Cook) 



 

These are the books she chose for Preschool Children: 
 

Holy Week (An Emotions Primer), by Danielle Hitchen (c 2019, Catechesis Books, 

Harvest  House Publishers)  

My First Easter Storybook, by Laura Richie (c 2022, David C. Cook) 
 

The Lent resources were handed to the families present in church the Sunday be-

fore Lent began, February 19. Those families who were not present at church were mailed their books. 

The Easter books will be handed out on Easter Sunday (with those who cannot be given out in person 

mailed to the respective families on Monday after Easter). 

PCEPC’s VBS 2023 has been scheduled!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make plans to attend PCEPC's 

HERO HOTLINE VBS 

June 26-30, 2023! 
Registration will open later in March!! 

 

******** 
In the depths of a colorful underground cave, you can find the Hero Hotline Head-
quarters, where everyone’s gifts are valued, and every hero has a role to play. Each 
day at the Hero Hotline Headquarters, superheroes of all ages and abilities answer 
the call and join the Professor and veteran hero, Super Meer the Meerkat, to pro-

vide expert assistance and solutions to Hero Teams everywhere....  

Stay tuned --more information coming soon!! 
 

A huge THANK YOU to Lesley Caesar, who has graciously volunteered to be the main coordinator for this year’s VBS!!    

 

***** 



CHANGE IN THE LEADERSHIP OF 
THE PCEPC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DEPARTMENT 

 

Dear PCEPC Families: 
 

My announcement to you all on January 1st of this year was the result 
of much soul searching, discussion, and prayer.  
 

It doesn’t seem that long to me -- but I’ve been the Children’s Ministry Direc-
tor of this congregation for 9 ½ years! 
 

In many ways, these have been some of the most exciting and rewarding 
years of my life. I love every one of the children and youth whom I’ve been 
getting to know during this time so much! 
 

MEANWHILE, as you probably know, for the past 4 years and 4 months, I have also been the chaplain at Canonsburg 
Hospital. Even though that is just a small community hospital, the chaplain’s job is a challenging, inspiring, and de-
manding position. 
 

Over the course of this past year, it has become increasingly clear to me that I am not able, in the long run, to do justice 
to the work of BOTH the Children’s Director AND the hospital chaplain at the same time, and have any kind of balance 
in my life -- much as I have been trying to do just that. 
 

Although I have, therefore, stepped back from the role of the Children’s Ministry Director, I will remain available to 
PCEPC as a Children’s Ministry volunteer, and as an advisor in the course of the search for your next permanent Chil-
dren’s Ministry Director. I do believe the Lord has exciting times ahead for the congregation, for the children, and for 
the youth of PCEPC!  
 

Thank you for your trust in me over this past decade!  
Thank you all for your friendship, trust, and support! 

 

AND – after your overwhelmingly gracious send-off ceremony on March 5--:  
 

THANK YOU, DEAREST CHURCH FAMILY, FOR YOUR AMAZING GENEROSITY!!!! 
 

Words cannot express the love and gratitude I feel for all of you❣️❣️ The parting cer-
emony for me as Children's Ministry Director during worship touched me very deeply, and I 
am just sorry I could not hug every single one of you at the time!! 
  

As you can imagine, your HUGE gift of travel funds has already gladdened Doug's and my 
hearts, as well as the hearts of our family in Germany, tremendously!!! THANK YOU EVER SO 

MUCH!!! ❤️❤️ 
  
 

May God bless all of you, just as you are blessing others!  
        Yours in Christ, 
 

          Katie Brandt 

***** 



We are excited to welcome Dianne Keller to the role of our Interim Children’s 

Ministry Director!   

 Dianne is known to many families since having taught Sunday School to older ele-

mentary aged children for over ten years, and also having served as VBS Craft Station 

Leader during almost that many summers. Dianne also served on the Deacon Board for an 

unknown number of years. She and her husband Karl have been members at PCEPC since 

1999/2000.   They have raised three children, and are now enjoying their first grandson. 

 

Dianne also holds a Master’s of Education, and only last summer retired from 20 years of public teaching. Prior to pub-

lic education, she worked in the mental health field, serving as a specialized instructor at Wesley Highlands School for 

Exceptional Children, The Bradley Center. She also worked five years at Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic on the 

Services for Teens at Risk.   

 

 Dianne’s own personal profession of faith is that she is firmly rooted in Christ. Throughout her career, her faith 

has been giving her the strength to work with critically mentally ill teenagers and to advocate for child wellness.  Alt-

hough teachers are not verbally to bear witness in the classroom, she has borne witness to hundreds of students 

through random acts of kindness, charity, and explanations as to why those actions took place.  Bibles are not per-

mitted in the classroom, but with parent permission, Dianne gave graduating students, especially those leaving for the 

military, their first Bibles, with Jeremiah 29:11 highlighted for them.  

 

 Your Next Gen Team and your HR Team both sense that Dianne’s experience in the classroom and within our 

church have prepared her to be a wonderful leader to be carrying forward the church’s work with our children as Inter-

im Children’s Director.  

Welcome, Dianne – we thank the Lord for you and your servant’s heart!! 

                                                                                                                          

--THANK YOU, Church family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Minis-

try! Please let Dianne (dianne@peterscreekchurch.org) know of any questions, 

suggestions, or concerns you may have!  

 

                         Yours, in Him,    

                                       Katie Brandt 
 

Your Next Gen Team:  Katie Brandt; Lesley Caesar, Randy Fraas; Sophia Getchell; Andy Hromoko; Lynn 

Hutchison; Dianne Keller; Marion Maentz; Barb Wylie 

mailto:dianne@peterscreekchurch.org


MARCH MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
Greetings from the Music Ministry! 
 
After a successful Advent season, including our December 
cantata "A Promise Kept: The Blessing of Christmas," the 
Adult Choir is back to work preparing Sunday anthems and 
choral pieces for Palm Sunday & Easter. We are blessed to 

have such talented volunteer musicians in our congregation!  
 
The recent announcement of PCEPC's return to the Brookwood property brings exciting opportunities for the 
Music Ministry, including the acquisition of a Steinway concert grand piano and 2003 digital Sterner organ. 
These new instruments will certainly contribute to a wonderful first morning of worship at Brookwood, cur-
rently planned for Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 
 
We have also arranged for a brass quintet to join us for our two Easter Sunday services, at 8:30am and 11am 
on April 9th. I hope you will join us for a wonderful time of praise as we celebrate Christ's resurrection.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the PCEPC Music Ministry! Please stay tuned for updates in the 
weeks ahead. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Shay Carter 
Director of Music Ministry  
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Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Dianne Keller 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   dianne@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Danielle McCloskey 

   Office Manager 

   danielle@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

March 

Missions of the Month 

Our Mission of the Month for March will be to help support the many people 

affected by the catastrophic earthquake that devastated large areas in Turkey 

and Syria last month.  As we have learned, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck 

the area on February 6, 2023, and was quickly followed by a second 7.5 magni-

tude earthquake; having caused massive destruction, leaving scores homeless 

and accounting for the deaths of over 40,000 souls, with that number predict-

ed to only increase. 
 

The Missions Team has chosen Samaritan’s Purse as the charity to which any 

funds collected will be donated to.  Samaritan’s Purse was on the ground in 

Turkey within days of the earthquake, deploying 100 Disaster Assistance Re-

sponse Team members which helped facilitate the setting up of Emergency 

Field Hospitals equipped with many patient beds, Emergency Operating Rooms 

and pharmacies.  Other critical supplies such as food and hygiene items, solar 

lights, blankets and temporary housing is also being provided by Samaritan’s 

Purse. 
 

Please prayerfully consider donating towards helping to meet the needs of 

those who are so desperately in need of vital assistance in Turkey and Syria. 

As always, any monetary donations should be made payable to the church with 

a note that they are desired to be used for the March MOM or Earthquake 

Relief.  You may also give on our website or our mobile giving app. under the 

General Donation dropdown choose March MOM (Earthquake Relief).  
 

Thank you for always being the loving and caring congregation that you are. 

The outreaching of our hearts to the hearts in Turkey and Syria can help sus-

tain the lives of those who are in such dire need; the lives that we are called to 

serve. 
 

Thank you...Mission Team 


