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The 

Church Chimes 

Easter: A Design for Living 
 

Let me share these intriguing thoughts about Easter from Frank B. Fagerburg.  There is a big mistake about Easter.  The 

big mistake about Easter is imagining that its message is simply a bit of comfort for the dying.  It is that, and every one of 

us here shall face the hour when such a comfort will be like drops of cool water upon the parched lips of a very thirsty 

man. 

 

But most of us are not expecting to do die today; we are expecting to live tomorrow and many tomorrows.  Does 

Easter have anything to say to us?  Indeed, Easter’s message is for us who expect to live.  Turn again to the fifteenth 

chapter of First Corinthians.  It has been called Paul’s great taunt song sung to death.  “This corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality … Death is swallowed up in victory … O grave where is your 

victory?”  And what is Paul’s conclusion?  At the end of this song of triumph does he say, “Therefore don’t be afraid to 

die”?  Nothing of the kind.  His application is, “Therefore, don’t be afraid to live!”  Moreover, “Don’t be afraid to live 

for God.”  He is saying that the message of Christ’s resurrection is that the universe is on the side of truth, goodness, 

and love.  You may give yourself to these values sure that such living cannot be wasted. 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 

Maundy Thursday Service 

April 1, 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Worship 

March 4th, 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

You will need to sign-up on the Easter Sunday Worship Needs 

List that will be sent out on Monday, March 29th so that we can 

make sure that we can keep social distancing requirements. 

Children’s Church will be offered at the 11:00 a.m. service for 

children in grades K-3rd. 

Palm Sunday Service 

March 28, 11:00 a.m. 



Ways to give: 
 

1.   Mail: 

Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.   
 

2.   Online Banking: 

Use online banking to send a check to the church office.  Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s 

name Peters Creek EPC.  You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone 

number (724-941-6210).  
  

3.   Website Giving:  

Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website  

http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile  on the Giving page that you can just click on. 
 

• If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future 

gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter 

your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring. 
 

4.   Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the 

app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 
 

On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials,  World 

Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund.  You can even donate to several funds in one 

transaction.  If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the church office at 

724 941 6210.   

New Director of Music Ministry 
 

We are pleased to announce that we have hired Shay Carter to be our new Director 

of Music Ministry.  Shay will debut her talent this coming Sunday, March 28th (Palm 

Sunday).  Please say hello and introduce yourself to Shay when you see her. 
 

Shay was born and raised in Central Florida, where she began studying piano at an early 

age.  She spent her formative years singing and playing piano in her church, and quickly 

developed a love for service through music ministry.  After moving to West Virginia as 

a teenager, Shay became the main accompanist at her family’s church; since then, she 

has served as pianist and organist for several churches in West Virginia, where she has 

enjoyed working with choirs, accompanying congregational singing, and performing solo 

arrangements.  
 

Shay holds a B.A. in Music Performance from West Virginia Wesleyan College, where 

she studied piano and organ. A dedicated music teacher, She has spent the last four 

years running her own piano studio, and is currently teaching  

piano at a local music academy.  Shay resides in Pittsburgh, where she can be found keeping up with an ever-expanding 

collection of houseplants.” 
 

Shay is excited for the opportunity to lead and grow the music ministry at Peter’s Creek Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church, and is looking forward to getting to know the congregation in the weeks ahead.”  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile
http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en


We are excited to launch our 1st of many Wednesday Night Grandfather, Father, Uncle and Son’s evening together. 

We will have worship, prayer, teaching and fellowship that will focus on helping our community engage the next gener-

ation. 

 

We are blessed to have as a guest speaker Kent Evans from Manhood Journey, an international ministry that helps 

Grandfathers, Fathers and Mentors build the next generation of godly men and women. 

 

We will be focusing on “Handling Life’s Challenges Together as a Family” 

 

April 07, 2021: 

 

6:00pm - Doors Open, Fellowship 

6:30pm – Prayer, Worship Begins 

6:45pm – Kent Evans 

7:30pm – Q&A, Discussion 

8:30pm – Announcements, Closing Prayer, Fellowship 

 

Join us in person at: 

 

Peters Creek EPC 

905 E. McMurray Rd. 

Veneta, PA 15367 

 

Or via our Facebook Page 

 

Please feel free to pass this along to others...  If you have any questions, please contact  

Kendell@PetersCreekChurch.org. 

 

We look forward to you joining us on Wednesday Night April 7th…   

 

P.S.  Ladies don’t worry, we have a Grandmother, Mother, Aunt, and Daughter’s evening coming soon.  Please be pray-

ing for our planning team… 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook 

account.  The link to the church's public Facebook page is (https://

www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask whether you want to log in or 

create an account, but if you don't want to do that, "x" out of the box with 

that prompt, and you will then look right at the church's page! 
 

Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page, either 

scroll down to get to the main news feed, where you can see the live vid-

eo, OR you can click on “videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will show up with a red “live” icon in the 

top left corner.   You may also watch past Sunday Worship Services on the video page. 

https://manhoodjourney.org/about-us
mailto:Kendell@PetersCreekChurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/


Children’s Ministry News 

March 2021 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

God is good!!...Vaccines are administered daily; the 

sun is out more and more; and we are in a Lenten 

Season full of reasons to be grateful!  -- Hope this 

finds YOU well, happy, and blessed! I’m sending you 

my best wishes! 

 

In PCEPC Children’s Ministry News…: 

First off, a shout-out to Andrew and Evie Caesar, who turned 10 

and 5 on March 2nd and March 4, respectively! 

 

 

 

Our next two young ones’ Birthdays will be Maiya Maronde turn-

ing 4 on March 30;  

and McKenna Jeswilkowski turning 11 years old on April 5! 

 

 

--Wishing them each a wonderful day to celebrate, and a Blessed 

New Year of Life ahead! 

 

 

On Sundays: 

On Sundays when we have in-person worship services, we also offer in-person Sunday School and Children’s 

Church.  For those who are unable to attend in person, digital resources for Sunday School and Children’s Church 

are always available to our families.  – A big thank you to Lynn Hutchison and Nancy Maronde, who are teaching Chil-

dren’s Sunday School alongside me! 

 

….We have still have not yet started to offer childcare during either the 9:45 hour, or during the 11 am wor-

ship hour, because of concerns related to COVID-19… but we are getting closer to making plans for that! 
 

Special Events: 

On Sunday, February 28, an interesting suggestion of Barb Wylie’s was implemented: Five of our families had signed up 

to bake cookies for Meals on Wheels together – each in their own kitchen, but joined via ZOOM!  A lot of 

fun was had by all involved; and Meals on Wheels was very grateful for the sizable number of cookies, which Katie deliv-

ered on March 3rd – carefully packaged, two or three cookies each, into small Ziploc baggies with decorated labels.  

--THANK YOU so much to all parents and grandparents, children and grandchildren, for baking, packaging, decorating 

labels, and delivering cookies to Katie! 



Coming Up Next:  

Eleven of your young families have become involved in another film project, which will be shown for the first time on 

Easter Sunday!   Some of the young people in our first-ever PCEPC Easter Story video were not part of the 

Christmas video, since, at that time, we had barely reached out for youth participation. It will be exciting to see how 

all the children and youth members involved in this project will be bringing a very moving story to life!  

Before Easter, several age-appropriate Easter resources for all PCEPC children will be delivered to them—some 

given by the Deacons, and some by the Children’s Ministry. Thus, through readings and art project (and other treats), 

children of all ages will be reminded of the Amazing News of Easter, and what it means for all of us! 



--Finally, it is my great pleasure to announce to you that we 

WILL INDEED offer a Vacation Bible School this year!! The 

dates have been set for July 5 – 9, 2021. 

In order to keep up COVID-related precautions, we will host 

most of our VBS meetings outside, on the grounds of St. Da-

vid’s Episcopal church. This VBS will also have limited enroll-

ment and NO Preschool Department.  Registration will open on 

our church website soon; and all PCEPC Families and all attend-

ants of our 2019 VBS will be notified! 

As for the theme and exact meeting times, please stay tuned!! 

PCEPC families, if you’re interested in enrolling your children, please contact Katie ASAP!  

 

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for 

your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Minis-

try!!  Please contact me with any concerns, 

questions, or suggestions your may have!   

 

Yours, in Him,    

          Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

*Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike McCaig, 

Marion Maentz, Scott Maronde, Kendell Stellfox, and Barb Wylie 

mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since there are only a few families in our Sunday School we could 

use some assistance from the Congregation to help cover this ex-

pense.  If 20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover 

the monthly cost to support these beautiful World Vision children.  

You can find more information about these 2 children by visiting the 

Mission section on our website http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like to help support this mission 

make your check payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the check to 

the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mo-

bile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to use our 

website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation. 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 
 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of cof-

fee.  We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone wishes 

to voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff mem-

bers of the fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then.  The 

coffee will be delivered promptly to the veteran's home.  Let us help to do away with 

their rationing of coffee.  Let us help them to enjoy their time with a cup of coffee as 

the weather gets colder. 
 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  
 

We have received at least 10 cans per month from the Congregation.  Thank you!  

Amazon Smile 
 

Make your Amazon purchases support our church.  We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, 

always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases 

to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then 

choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your charity account. 

Ongoing Support for the GWC Food Bank and Greater Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association 
 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for now, the Mission Team is 

asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries each month. The money collect-

ed each month will be split between the Greater Washington County Food Bank and Greater 

Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association for funding of their local Pop-up Pantries. They 

have been overwhelmed with a huge demand for food because of the Covidvirus shutdown and 

have broadened their outreach for sources of funding in the greater area to meet that demand. 

Together, we can help considerably. 
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Township 

Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the GWC Food Bank each month. Make your checks 

payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the 

check to the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the 

Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select GWC Food Bank. This is a great way 

to use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you 

never forget. 

Other On-going Giving Opportunities 

http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Kendell Stellfox 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   kendell@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

MARCH 

Mission of the Month 

Urban Impact 
 

COVID-19 has forced Urban Impact to alter its 

programs, but the ministry is still very active and 

grateful for Peters Creek's financial support! 

Since the Pittsburgh Public School District is still 

fully remote, Urban Impact's Education depart-

ment has been running a program called Learning 

Lab.  Approximately 70 students come to Learn-

ing Lab each week during school hours to re-

ceive support with their online classes.  Most 

classes have a 1 adult to 3 student ratio, and the youngest students receive 

one-on-one attention.   Students are also given breakfast, lunch, and (of 

course!) Christian Ed classes. Learning Lab allows the UIF missionaries to 

meet the North Side community's needs in a very practical way since 

school closures have been especially difficult on working parents and house-

holds without reliable Wi-Fi.   Thank you for your continued support of Ur-

ban Impact throughout the pandemic!  
 

Sarah 
 

Our church helps to fund part of the work that Sarah faithfully completes.  

During the month of March, let us financially and personally support Sarah 

and Urban Impact.  Please put March MOM or Urban Impact on 

your giving envelopes.   You may also give on our website or our mobile 

giving app.  Under the General Donation dropdown choose March MOM 

(Urban Impact).   

 

Thank you 

Mission Committee 

If you would like to receive a printed copy of the Chimes each month please call the church office at 

(724) 941-6210 and Cyndi will add you to the Chimes mailing list.  Please also let her know if your ad-

dress, phone number or email has changed. 

 


