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From Our Pastor
lexandria Ocasio-Cortez. You might ask what she has to do with the Pastor’s newsletter article? Absolutely nothing. It just seems that she appears on my computer screen as a news pop-up every few hours. I
want you to know, this is as political as I will ever get in a newsletter.

Once upon a time I was taken to task after writing a newsletter article which mentioned that before taking
office as President, Franklin Roosevelt went to St. John’s Episcopal church across the street from the White House to
pray and ask God’s help before he took office! My point in the article was that this was a laudable thing, and wouldn’t it
be good to have politicians today with a similar sense of humility. I was accused of being a Democrat and playing politics in church.
Nevertheless, I assure you that I am not a Democrat, I am a Whig. Actually, I belong to the Abolitionist segment of the
Whig party, and I consider myself a “pre-merger” Whig. A merger took place in 2018 to form the Alliance Party. You
can read all about the Modern Whig Party at www.modernwhig.org. Good luck finding out exactly what we stand for,
the website is still under construction. I imagine it will be up and running by the next election. We have been criticized
by historians for not standing for anything. I assure you we do stand for noble and lofty things.
So, how is a Christian to approach politics? Does it make a difference to which party one belongs? The last time I
checked, the Bible is clear; what one does with Jesus Christ is how one will be judged for eternity. Take for example
the long-involved joke that is used to describe a politician who appears at the end of his or her life before St. Peter. In
the joke there is a long rehearsal of all the crooked, underhanded deeds and dirty tricks that politician has done. The
very end of the dialogue between the Politician and St. Peter goes like this:
St. Peter: Shouldn't judgment be stricter for one who attempted to use Christianity in pursuit of the highest
seat of power on Earth but, being a hypocrite, failed to behave like a Christian?"
Politician (stares in disbelief): "Then this means that you have doomed me to H…"
St. Peter interrupts. "Not I. Think of it as a dirty trick you played on yourself."
When it comes to the Great Judgment, we will have no one to blame but ourselves if we fail to personally appropriate the work of Christ. This goes for Presidents, Senators, Congressmen, Judges, Magistrates, and every
political leader, as well as for every citizen.
As a matter of fact, this warning is found in the Psalms: Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the
earth. Serve the LORD with fear and celebrate his rule with trembling. Ps 2:10-11
Therefore, our approach to politics as Christians should be with a great deal of skepticism about a politician’s promises
and claims, especially if he or she claims to be a Christian. Secondly, politics should be approached with prayer. Then,
we must remember that God has given us freedom to vote our own conscience. Christians should never trouble
Christians who differ in political matters. In the Church we should have peace!

Thirdly, and this is the main reason for this article. Every political leader no matter how self-assured and unassailable
they may appear, needs Christians to pray for them. Paul gives this command to Timothy:

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim. 2:1-4 ESV)
The purpose of this prayer activity is to have God work through (or even despite) the leader so that the Church will
be left in peace to proclaim the Good News of Gospel. It is, as Paul writes, a pleasing thing that the Church does its
work in freedom, unfettered by governmental interference. Such an environment American Democracy enables.
You might ask me, what about those politicians that are opposed to the kingdom of God? We must remember that
our Christian duty never impinges on our civic duty. Even if we pray for a politician who is actively against the commands of God – it does not mean we condone a politician’s wickedness. We can pray and speak our mind about that
politician’s policies. When I quote a politician, it does not mean I endorse them. This is true with the following. Mike
Huckabee said: “Praying for them [politicians] is to recognize that God can hit a straight lick with a crooked stick.”
Remember Pharaoh? If you are reading along in McCheyne’s Bible Reading Calendar this year, right now you are reading Exodus. In Exodus God uses the “crooked stick,” Pharaoh, to deliver the children of Israel. Such is the Almighty’s
power and influence!
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, of whom I said in the beginning, has nothing to do with this article. Well, I guess she does,
poor woman. She needs our prayers, too. Maybe in God’s Providence He has given us these pop-ups on our computers as a way to goad us to our responsibility as Christian citizens.
I have taken these words from Jac Wilder Versteeg, who is an opinion writer. His article was a satire about a politician whom I will leave unnamed. The annoying things about articles such as this, is that Christianity is viewed from the standpoint of good works. That is as if you do
good works, you will go to heaven, no matter what you believe about the Person of Jesus Christ. But the conclusion of the article did express a
truth we all need to hear. We will either stand alone in judgement with our works, which will bring condemnation. Or we will stand with Christ
and His works and receive life eternal!

In Loving Memory

Robert Jay Elmes

William Edward Tomey Jr.

February 26, 1934 - March 5, 2020

February 28, 1941 - March 7, 2020

A New Beginning for PCEPC
Celebration Sunday, March 1st

Children’s Ministry News
March 2020
Blessings to all of you in the middle of this year’s Lenten Season…!

On Sundays:
Nursery Care for the 11 o’clock service continues to be offered faithfully.
We received the sad and unexpected news that our wonderful caregiver Alli Neas will be
leaving us at the end of the month! Her devoted and loving presence in the nursery has
been a God-sent, and we will be crushed to see her leave. It is good news for her family,
however, in that her father received a promotion, in the context of which the family will
move back to Memphis, TN, where they had lived before. If you see Alli, wish her well,
and thank her for her wonderful work with our children!
We are in the process of training an additional team member, but we’re open to another
interested candidate, as well; so let me know if you know of a qualified high schooler!
In all three children’ Sunday School classes, we are deep into our new curriculum! This “First Catchism"
curriculum called "Kids' Quest Catechism Club" helps our children to get rooted in the faith in a systematic, structured (but also enjoyable) manner.
Each week, the children are introduced to a few more questions and answers from
the Westminster Shorter Catechism, one of the key standards of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church. The concepts taught in those questions and answers are illustrated by Bible Stories, and also by examples from the children’s own daily lives.
Short, memorable songs round out the lessons.
The children have done quite well with this material! They eagerly strive to recite
the answers as they are written, but they can usually also express the content in
their own words. Each family has the opportunity to “drive home” these lessons
about our wonderful God at home with the help of take-home activity sheets, song
CDs, and even a digital, interactive catechism that the kids can access on i-pads or
computers.
The Preschool class is going through the catechism at a much slower pace than the elementaryage kids, Still, over time, all the children in this “club” will remember time-tested, clear, and
concise answers to some of the world’s most important questions ever!
…Ask some of the members of our young families about the “Kids' Quest Catechism Club"
some time!
In Children’s Church, we are continuing to hear a new lesson from our wonderful Gospel
Light book about the Fruit of the Spirit, called “God’s Kids Grow.” It has been known to happen,
though, that some songs or lessons that were just discussed in Sunday School resurface also in
Children’s Church…. This time together is always enjoyable, and gives both teacher and children a lot to think about!

Special Events:
On Saturday, February 1st, we repeated a favorite Fun Event for PCEPC children and their friend – we went for a
“jumping party” at the nearby Sky Zone Canonsburg, a trampoline park. Thirteen children and adults got a good workout jumping, playing dodgeball on trampolines, challenging themselves with a trapeze- and obstacle course, climbing a
“rock wall”, and jousting with foam batons!

During the Congregational Meeting on March 1st, kids who took advantage of the childcare provided in the Playroom after the delicious lunch participated in a fun rock painting activity. Thanks to their creativity and imagination,
this was a hit!

COMING UP NEXT:
Children’s Choir Practices – Who’s In..?!
Dates, times and locations:
March 14, 9:30 am to 10 am, Old Sanctuary (Sunday School will begin at 10 am!)
March 22, 9:30 am to 10 am, Old Sanctuary (Sunday School will begin at 10 am!)
March 29, 9:45am to 10:30 am, PARISH HALL (NO SUNDAY SCHOOL this
Sunday – Childcare will be offered beginning at 10:30 am!)
Family Worship
March 29, 11 am – Come worship WITH our children participating in leading worship, including several songs
brought to us by the Children’s Choir (Thank you, Eric Beeko!)!
Easter Egg Hunt and Church Family Easter Brunch
Easter Sunday, April 12, 9:45 am
Special Announcement for A Special Year:
After several weeks’ worth of deliberation, discussion, and prayer, the PCEPC staff, with the concurrence of the Session, has concluded that we will not plan for a PCEPC Vacation Bible School in 2020. Instead, we will hold three
one-day fun events for children, spaced out over the summer – and, WE ARE inviting you to expect another fantastic PCEPC VBS in 2021, God willing!!
(1) The main reason for this decision is that our church finds itself (happily!) in a transition year. It is highly likely
that over the summer, we will be in the process of getting a new (albeit temporary) space ready to move into, and that will require quite a few extra work hours, both from the staff and from volunteers!
(2) Another reason for our decision is that, at least in the Peters Township School District, school is set to start
up again for the fall on August 19. Since St David’s Day Camp needs most available facility space during most
of June and July, and St David’s VBS will be following closely thereafter, all of this will be taking us very close
to the beginning of the next school year.
Instead of a VBS 2020, we have begun planning for these three fun events for kids:
Saturday, June 6, 6 to 9 pm (Movie Night!)
Monday, July 6, 10 am to 2 pm (Beach Party!)
Monday, August 3rd, 10 am to 2 pm (Carnival!)
Easter Sunday, April 12, 9:45 am
Remember – these events will need volunteer help, too… So, feel free to start thinking about where you want to plug in with YOUR talents…!
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your prayers and your support!!!
Please keep praying for all the children and families in our congregation; and please let me know if you
have any comments, questions, or suggestions…!
Yours in Christ, Katie

Brandt,

Director of Children’s Ministries (Cell # 626-807-3784)

Children’s Ministry Team (cooperating with the Next Gen Discipleship Team):
Katie Brandt, Renee Ho, Dianne Keller, Laura Moran, Barb Wylie.

Easter Flower Orders
Easter flowers will be ordered this year from
Malone’s, the florist who has been providing
our beautiful Sunday flowers. We will be
able to order: Lilies, Daffodils, Tulips, Hyacinths and Mums. The cost is $10 per pot.
The order forms can be found in the pew
pads and on the information table in the back
of Parish Hall.
Please be sure to indicate how many pots of each type of flower you
want, how you want your dedication to read in the bulletin and if
you want them taken to a shut in. The final date to order flowers will be March 29th as our order must be to Malones on Monday, March 30th.
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Mission of the Month
Urban Impact
Wonderful achievements have been made on the North Side of
Pittsburgh by Urban Impact during 2019. This is measured by
2,370 students who participated in an Urban Impact program,
clinic or in-school activity. 42,000 meals were served to youth
and their families. 79 paid interns were trained in urban ministry
and how to build up the community. 750 youth responded to
the gospel and rededicated their lives to Christ. 33 Urban Missionaries live and work on the North Side. This is changing lives,
one person, one family, one block at a time.
Our own Sarah Prosser, Literacy Support Urban Missionary,
works for Urban Impact in schools providing Literacy Support
and Math Support to the students. This provides her time to
build relationships, sharing opportunities and developing the
youth for a better future. The students are invited to after
school programs where Sarah and others may share the Gospel.
On March 15th, Sarah will deliver her Minute for Mission on Urban
Impact. She is a dynamic speaker and is fully engaged in missionary
work to those in need. Our church helps to fund part of the work
that Sarah faithfully completes. During the month of March, let us
financially and personally support Sarah and Urban Impact. Please
put March MOM or Urban Impact on your giving envelopes.

Publication Deadlines
Articles for the Church Chimes and
announcements for the bulletin should be
submitted in electronic format.
Submissions for the Chimes are due no later
than noon on the 15th of each month for the
following month’s edition.
Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later
than noon each Wednesday.
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