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The 

Church Chimes 

Almost everyone now is aware that Washington County has moved from “yellow” status to “green” status as we pro-

gress toward a normal life.  Green means that we can worship together again.  I very much look forward to worship!  I 

have missed seeing you these past weeks! 
 

The Session met this Tuesday night to discuss the steps of returning to normal church activity.  Even though this Sunday 

we are allowed to have as many people as the facility will hold, we are going “phase in” returning to regular worship.  

For the first few weeks we are going to limit the number of people we allow in worship.  We will start with 25.  This 

means you will need to sign up.  If you wish to attend worship, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the office either by 

phone 724-941-6210, or email Cyndi@PeterscreekChurch.org.  The numbers of people allowed in at first will be han-

dled by a rotation.  That means that people who have signed up for one week but could not attend because we had 

reached our limit, will be given priority the next week. 
 

After this weekend we will gradually increase the amount of people in worship, so that by the end of the summer there 

will no restrictions on numbers.  However, until further notice we will follow these guidelines in worship.   

Social distancing of a minimum of 6 feet will be in place between members – outside of their immediate family.  

Masks will be required. 

We encourage you to stay at home and worship remotely if you are ill. 

We encourage you to stay at home if you are in a high-risk group (above 65 or have a pre-existing condition). 

We encourage you communicate with the church office if you test positive for Covid-19 after attending a worship 

service.  
 

In the spirit of creating a “contact free environment”, the following activities around the Worship service will be 

changed: 

Greeters will welcome members outside of the building (no handshaking or hugs), greeters will open the doors  

wearing protective gloves) and verify participants have pre-registered for the service, and assure members have 

masks. 

No refreshments will be offered. 

No traditional offering time during the service – Offering plates will be located at the back of the sanctuary, so that  

you may “drop off” your offering before or after the service. 

There will be no receiving line at the end of the service. 

No community greeting time. 

No Communion. 

No Children’s Church 

Children will be expected to remain with their families during the worship service.  

No singing. (We will gradually phase in singing.  We will have instrumental music throughout.) 

Hand sanitizer will be readily available in several places in the Sanctuary. 

 

VERY IMPORTANT: WE ARE MEETING IN A DIFFERENT SPACE.  We will be meeting in the old 

Sanctuary at St. David’s at our regular time, 11:00 a.m.  There is parking on that side of the building.   
 

Please give us feed-back on the space over the next few weeks. We will continue to live stream our services.  Live 

streaming is now a permanent feature of our ministry.   

Blessings! 

Your Friend and Pastor, 

Doug Brandt 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 

mailto:Cyndi@PeterscreekChurch.org


May He give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.  ~Psalm 20:4May He give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.  ~Psalm 20:4 

Maercy Campion 
 

Maercy is graduating from Peters Township High School. 

 

Maercy will attend Grove City College in the fall. 

 

Maercy plans to major in Business/Finance. 

 

 

Andrew Getchell 
 

Andrew is graduating from Commonwealth Cyber Academy. 

Max McCaig 
 

Max is graduating from Peters Township High School. 

 

Max will attend Duquesne University in the fall. 

 

He plans to major in Finance. 

 

Alli Neas 
 

Alli Neas is graduating from Upper St. Clair High School. 

 

Alli will attend the University of Mississippi (Ole Miss) in the fall. 

Alli plans to major in Communication Sciences and Disorders. 



Benji Brandt 

 

Benji Brandt is graduating from the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) in June. 

 

Benji is graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science. 

 

Benji plans to work for Uber in Pittsburgh, PA.  Welcome Back!!! 

Boomer Kemp 
 

Boomer Kemp graduated from Slippery Rock University on May 10th. 

 

Boomer graduated with a degree in Public Health with a minor in Hospital Administration. 

 

He graduated summa Cum Laude and was a member of the Phi Kappa Phi honor society. 

 

Boomer is continuing his education at Slippery Rock University pursuing his Doctorate of  

Physical Therapy. 

Mission Team Update 
 

January MOM City Mission of Washington  $1,000.00  

$520.00 collected for January MOM and $480.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic$1,500.00 

$1252.00 collected for February MOM and $248.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $650.00 

$460.00 collected for March MOM and $190.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

April MOM Washington County Food Bank $2,877.80 

$1,877.80 collected for April MOM and $1,000 from General Mission Fund 

 

Additional Donations City Mission of Washington $1,000.00, Washington County Pet Food Bank $200.00, City Mis-

sion of Washington $200.00 and $500.00 of Amazon Gift Cards for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic to feed babies. 
 

Ongoing Monthly Mission Support Feed My Sheep, Border Transition Ministry, P.R.I.S.M., Urban Impact, Kids 

Alive and World Vision 

 

Amazon Smile 
 

We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 

0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. 

Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your 

charity account. 



Transforming St. David’s old Sanctuary 

Carl Maronde, Art Ritter, Doug Brant, Darlene Cassedy, Jimmy DeWoody and Cyndi Taylor prepared the old Sanctu-

ary at St. David’s for a reopening of Worship Services on Sunday, June 7th.  We are going to “test drive” the old Sanc-

tuary for the next few weeks to see how the Congregation feels about the potential new Worship space.  If you can 

not make it to a Sunday service please contact Cyndi at the church office (724 941-6210) for a tour during a weekday. 



  Children’s Ministry News  
June 2020 

Hello, PCEPC Family!!  

Can you believe it’s summer already? Soon, God willing, we will be 

seeing one another again… in person!! Meanwhile…–  let’s Stay in 

touch!  

We love and miss seeing you; and are praying for you…!! 

First of all, you should know that, thanks to this congregation’s generosity, a care package went out on the occa-

sion of Mother’s Day to each young family in our congregation with children up through sixth grade. Enclosed were a 

Mother’s Day card for the oh-so-busy moms; It’s Never Too Early -- a book on raising children in the Christian faith, 

written by one of our Presbytery (the Presbytery of the Alleghenies)’s own Children’s Ministry Directors, Martha Dan-

iel; and two books for children: A new and beautiful edition of the classic Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan for older 

children (AND for adults!); and an explanation of the atonement and the rending of the temple curtain through Christ’s 

death, written in a child-appropriate manner: The Garden, The Curtain, and The Cross. 

All families were also sent, over the past few weeks, the last two lessons of the Sunday School 

Curriculum, “Kids’ Quest Catechism Club”. I know parents and grandparents have been in-

volved in making sure kids kept up with studying their Children’s First Catechism! We have now, 

just in time for the summer, completed the first volume of this curriculum! 

Secondly, we (your Next Gen Team and I) have stayed in touch with our young families not 

only via Facebook, text messages, and phone calls, but also via regularly occurring ZOOM 

Meetings for children, which I have been holding throughout the month of May. After the 

initial ZOOM call that was open to all children in our congregation, and which was quite a bit 

of fun, I followed Marion’s suggestion to divide the children into age groups, similar to the way 

they’re used to meeting in Sunday School.  

Hence, since May 5th, I have been holding a ZOOM Meeting for younger children (Preschool 

through Grade 2) every Tuesday afternoon, and a ZOOM Meeting for older children (Grades 3 through 6) every Fri-

day afternoon. While the number of participants has varied, every meeting has been every enjoyable, and often funny!  



Kids’ ZOOM Meeting May 5, 2020 

Our interactions ranged from displays of everyone’s favorite stuffed animal, over excited descriptions of the children’s 

latest hiking adventures, to the realization of how many Bible books and -characters have names that begin with the 

same letter as the kids’ own names… We even addressed the latest Catechism answer the kids learned at home in one 

of our meetings! 

Kids’ ZOOM Meeting May 22, 2020 

Thirdly, THANKS to the many sweet parents, who sent me the following photos to share, I can illustrate at least 

SOME of what our kids have been doing during “Stay-At-Home”-Orders during the past month: 

Doing school work at home 

(Benny Fowler)…. 

Studying in the sunshine (Lucas 

Fowler)… 

Being domestic at home 

(Audrey Jeswilkowski)…  

Eating outdoors (Melody and Holly Jones!)! 

Playing at home (McKenna 

Jeswilkowski)… 

Connecting with others from home (McKenna 

and Audrey Jeswilkowski)… 



Exploring the great Pennsylvania outdoors (Russell, Ryan, and Calvin Falls)! 

 

Exploring the great Pennsylvania outdoors  

Daniel, Grayson, and Alex Nguyen)! 
Enjoying the beginning of summer with 

mom (Grayson, Alex, and Daniel Nguyen) 

Lounging about at home (Sparkly 

and Shiny Falls)… 

Photo op with Mom (Grayson, Stacy 

and Alex Nguyen) 

Building a sand castle (Ben and Evie 

Caesar) 
Chilling together (Andrew and  

Matthew Caeser) 



Celebrating Memorial Day with their parents 

(Audrey and McKenna Jeswilkowski)… 

Taking in the summery details of the great 

outdoors (Melody Jones)! 

Exploring the great Pennsylvania out-

doors (Holly and Melody Jones)! 

Starting to enjoy summer 

waterplay (Holly Jones)! 

Getting creative and messy outdoors (Alex,  

Daniel, and Grayson Nguyen)! 

Making a heart cookie (Andrew 

Caesar) 

Enjoying the beginning of  

summer with one another (Holly 

and Melody Jones)! 

Relaxing in the sunshine 

(McKenna Jeswilkowski)… 



--As a fourth (and last) point, I just want to mention two resources that I want to 

recommend to our young families – and if you know of other children in your extended 

families and your circles of friends, please feel free to share these ideas with them, as well! 

    

“ Introducing... SASS. FREE. SUMMER. on Yippee! This summer, we want to make sure parents 

have plenty of activities and resources to entertain the kids at home. 

Join us weekly for fun challenges, new shows, and more resources for your kids that are inspired 

by characters who build character.  

 

#SassFreeSummer #OnlyOnYippee” 

 

https://www.facebook.com/yippeetv/ 

A little down time together (Matthew, Evie, Ben and 

Andrew Caesar) 

Enjoying the sunshine (Marino, Maddalena, Mianna and 

Maiya Maronde) 

Enjoying the beginning of summer with grandma 

(Holly and Melody Jones)…! 
Celebrating Memorial Day with their cousins (Audrey and  

McKenna Jeswilkowski)… 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sassfreesummer?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAbvpo2K_RV4htQk9yVuTt5Np5fZe_xiL8AmxMUeSaSG4qEmiZLPoH68V5ru0z3cVqRwKumDRQS6TWGsVl2MuBfJGSd5j1P23eEMofoIUBaXzb3YYpy5kSifCc_-eeF-D0AcECfwdpOHN3NHzG9XkKwVm
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/onlyonyippee?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAbvpo2K_RV4htQk9yVuTt5Np5fZe_xiL8AmxMUeSaSG4qEmiZLPoH68V5ru0z3cVqRwKumDRQS6TWGsVl2MuBfJGSd5j1P23eEMofoIUBaXzb3YYpy5kSifCc_-eeF-D0AcECfwdpOHN3NHzG9XkKwVm1f
https://www.facebook.com/yippeetv/


 

This “Month of Prayers for Kids” 

graphic was shared by my friend 

Mary Rice Hopkins. Mary Rice 

Hopkins, Darcie Maze, and Friends 

(enthusiastic puppets) have been 

known for decades to provide 

quality music and resources for 

educators, parents and children 

that support God’s Word – 

check them out when you have a 

moment!  

https://www.facebook.com/

MaryRiceHopkinsFanPage/ 

 

--As we slowly, with many pre-

cautions and with very limited 

numbers, begin to meet face to 

face again, we will continually 

evaluate guidelines from the 

CDC, from the governor, and 

from the Diocese to which the St 

David’s church belongs. We will 

surely let you know as soon as we 

plan any in-person meetings specifi-

cally for children again!  

…Meanwhile, families will be en-

couraged to sign up to attend in-

person worship along with their 

children, when possible; and to 

bring with them their children’s 

own crayons and activity sheets, 

which they will have printed at 

home. 

Please keep praying for all 

the children and families in 

our congregation; and please 

let me know if you have any 

comments, questions, or 

suggestions…! 

 

I thank you with all my heart for all your care and support for PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry! God bless and  

keep you, Church Family!! 

Yours in Christ,  

Katie Brandt, Director of Children’s Ministries (Cell# 626-807-3784) 

Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Renee Ho, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne 

Keller, Mike McCaig, Marion Maentz, Scott Maronde, Barb Wylie. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryRiceHopkinsFanPage/
https://www.facebook.com/MaryRiceHopkinsFanPage/


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201 

McMurray, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

JUNE 

Mission of the Month 

Greater Washington County Food Bank 
 

Since the pandemic has caused heavy and widespread 

layoffs and business closures, the Mission Committee 

has decided the June Mission of the Month again be 

the collection of monetary contributions for the 

Greater Washington County Food Bank.   

 

The GWC Food Bank has ramped up their services to 

meet every need in serving the people of the county.  They are stressing 

their need for cash, so that, they may cover the purchase of boxes, tape, 

fuel for the trucks, food, and operational expenses.  They rely heavily 

upon volunteer help with packing food into boxes and with their many 

Truck to Trunk distribution events.   

Facts: 

30% of their recipients are children under the age of 18. 

20% of their recipients are seniors. 

Covidvirus to date, they have distributed 1/2 million pounds of 

 food. 

For every $1 donated, they can purchase $5 of food. 

During the Covidvirus, they have been serving 1,000 new appli

 cants on top of existing recipients. 

 

Let us join in a huge way during the month of June in continuing our sup-

port for the Greater Washington County Food Bank.  Please mark 

your giving envelopes June MOM or GWC Food Bank.  You may 

also donate to MOM on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?

c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under 

General Fund and select June MOM GWC Food Bank. This is a great 

way to try out our website or mobile giving option.    

Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since there is no Sunday School now or in the near future we could 

use some help from the Congregation to help cover this expense.  If 

20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover the monthly 

cost to support these beautiful World Vision children.  You can find 

more information about these 2 children by visiting the Mission sec-

tion on our website http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like to help support this mission make your 

check payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the check to the church 

office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by 

using the dropdown list under General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to use our website or 

mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation. 

http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/

