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The 

Church Chimes 

What’s Going on This Summer at PCEPC?  
 

W e are just about back to pre-pandemic days as far our church life is concerned!  We are still getting used to 

having more people in worship, taking up the offering and experiencing the blessing of dispensing with 

masks!  

 

Also, behind the scenes we have not stopped working to discern where God wants us to be in the future.  We spent 

some time getting the “old” sanctuary (on the south side of the St. David’s building) ready for wor-

ship.  We welcomed a new Youth Director, Kendell Stellfox and a new Music Director, Shay Carter.  Our Alignment 

Team has been working right along to help us align to our mission, “Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we love 

God, love others, & share the Gospel.”   

 

We are “safe” where we are right now.  The legal case is over and done with.  We have a place to worship, a place to 

hold Youth events, a place to have Sunday School, small groups, music practice, and a place for children!  When we, as a 

congregation, determined it was necessary for us to walk away from our building, the Session was ready for the next 

step.  We found a place at St. David’s to worship.  We moved one week from our old facility and the following week we 

were worshipping at St. David’s.  We found office space when we needed it.  Now we have both together under the 

same roof.  This is a blessing!  

 

I am calling all this to our attention to let you know that what we have done has required some thoughtful plan-

ning.  That is what the Alignment Team is doing now, looking ahead, and making concrete plans for what we 

need for space and in a new (different) ministry center.  This will not come about overnight because of the many steps 

involved.  There is finding an existing facility or property to build on.  There is fundraising and the time it takes put to-

gether plans for whatever type of facility we may need.  

 

When the Lord calls for us to move – we will be ready.  Proverbs 16 tells us, “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 

and he will establish your plans.”  Be on the lookout for more and more communication about where the Session is 

sensing that God is leading us.  But in the meantime, we are going to find ways to build bridges to the community so that 

we share with them the love of Christ and His saving mercy! 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 

New Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 11:00 

a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will 

now only be able to view each worship service once you click on 

the specific link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will not 

exist until the video is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship 

hour.  We will post that link on our website under the worship 

tab once it is created each Sunday, so please look for it there  

                         https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship)!  

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship


Moving Forward 
 

At the 1st quarter Finance Team meeting the Kingdom Fund was renamed the Alignment Fund and divided into 3 sub-

funds:  Adult Discipleship, Building Development and Strategic Development.  Adult Discipleship includes new member 

classes, adult Sunday school, and small groups.  Building Development is for improvements to our current facility and 

investigating and planning for a new church home.  Strategic Development includes bringing new members to our 

church through technology, marketing, and branding.  Both Building Development and Strategic Development were giv-

en $15,000 each to pursue their goals.  This money came from the surplus funds from Personnel and Operating that 

was left over at the end of 2020.   Adult Discipleship already had $2,000 in their fund to use, as needed. 

 

As part of our goal to become a more welcoming church the Building Development Team made several improvements 

to our current facility.  The multi-colored trim in the Narthex was painted gray.  The red wall in the rear of the Sanctu-

ary was painted white to match the rest of the Sanctuary.  Burgundy carpet was installed on the stage in the front of the 

Sanctuary to give the Sanctuary a little more color.  A generous church member couple donated the funds for the car-

pet.  To get the old projector out of the middle of the sanctuary it was necessary to purchase a new projector with a 

long throw lens.  The new projector is mounted on the back wall of the sanctuary where because of the long throw 

lens it can be projected to the screen.  A banner with “Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church” was installed 

above the entrance to the church which can be seen from the road.  Also, we have a new sign with our entire church 

name, time of worship and our website to put by McMurray Road on Sunday mornings. 

 

Our Newest Members 

On June 27th Linda Lash  

and Rob Baldwin joined our 

church membership.   



Please accept our sincere appreciation for your generous contributions to the Brush 

Run Cemetery. 

  

Your contributions will be designated for use in the projects that are underway to up-

grade and maintain the Cemetery. These projects include the removal of dead trees, 

branches, and brush throughout the Cemetery, the removal of trees and brush that 

have encroached on the property lines, the removal of building materials and garbage 

that have been dumped on the property,  enhancing of the appearance of the Brush 

Run Road entry sign by adding shrubs and flowers, repair and maintenance of the fenc-

es and benches, increasing  the endowment fund for future projects and needs, and any other projects that would ben-

efit the Cemetery and offer respect and remembrances to the many families and  friends that care about Brush Run 

Cemetery and its legacy.    

  

It is also noteworthy that the Sons of the American Revolution group have added a sign in the Cemetery that desig-

nates the Veterans of the Revolutionary War that are buried in the Cemetery.  The sign includes a QR code that can 

be scanned to provide additional information about the Veterans and the SAR Organization.  

  

Please accept our invitation to visit the Cemetery and see what is under way.  It is a special place. 

  

If you have any suggestions or questions, please contact any member of the Board of Directors; we appreciate your 

input. 

  

Thank you, 

  

The Board of Directors of Brush Run Cemetery 

Jacob DeWoody Jim DeWoody  Ken Lash  Don Luttner 

Carl Maronde  Scott Maronde  Tom McMurray  Ken Staub  Dan Weaver 

Children’s Ministry News 

July 2021 

Alabaster Productions 
(Greensburg, PA) 

Presents 

An indoor screening of their 

Original Movie 2021 

 

Lazarus 

(Into a dark and despairing world comes the Author of Life) 
  

August 31st at St. David’s, McMurray 
Tickets for members of PCEPC $4 per person   

 

Flyer coming soon—please let Katie know ASAP how many tickets you’re interested in!! 
 

For more information, check out https://www.alabasterperformingarts.org/! 

Coming Up Next:  

https://www.alabasterperformingarts.org/


Our PCEPC VBS 2021,  

DISCOVERY ON ADVENTURE ISLAND, took place JULY 5 – 9, and I want to 

thank all involved volunteers from the bottom of my heart for their unwavering com-

mitment to making this a wonderful, enriching, and safe experience for all partici-

pants!!  
 

This year's "Signal Verse" was, "Arise! Shine! Your light has come; the LORD’s 

glory has shone upon you!" (Isaiah 60:1) All VBS Stations were part of the chil-

dren's quest for God’s great light…as island explorers, they discovered how God’s 

light shines on us, and how we can reflect that light as we live each day. 
 

We had 50 children registered (that was the cap this year), and 46 of them ended up attending. Even with COVID-

related restrictions in place, with the daily work of putting up and taking down ten pop-up shelters, and with scattered 

thunderstorms on Thursday and Friday, the Lord helped us make it work, and it was a wild and wonderful adventure!!! 

Please thank these leaders when you see them...:  
 

DECORATIONS:  Sarah Jones, Patrick Jones, Carl Maronde  

STAGE PERSONALITY/LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER:  Marion Maentz  

PUPPETEER: Calvin Falls  

REGISTRARS: Ann Sexauer, Stacy Nguyen, Petra Emerick, Harry Emerick  

CRAFTS STATION: Dianne Keller, Nancy Maronde; Riley Prado   

GAMES STATION: Lynn Hutchison, Nolan Hutchison; Caden Reese  

MUSIC STATION: Shay Carter, Marion Maentz  

SNACK STATION: Cyndi Taylor, Erin Hoffman, Launie Wallace  

STORY STATION: Sally Jeswilkowski, Elena Mertens  

TECH LEADERS: Kendell Stellfox, Doug Brandt  

PHOTOGRAPHERS: Nolan Keller, Stacy Nguyen  

CREW LEADERS: Matthew Caesar, Ryan Falls, Lucas Fowler, Ellie Maentz, Rhys Maentz, Tori Maentz, Ryder 

Mertens, Emily Lucasewicz, Julie Lucasewicz, Amanda Petito, Eli Prado 
 

For a joyful look back at our VBS via the slide show (created by Nolan Keller), check out: 

https://fb.watch/6QI5ofX388/ ! 

 

 ...BLESSINGS TO YOU ALL!!!! 

Our Director, Katie Brandt Story Station Lighthouse Keeper & Music 

Games Station  Music Station Crafts Station 

Our Leaders 

https://fb.watch/6QI5ofX388/


 

 
Our Adventurers and  Crew Leaders 

Snack Station Puppeteer 



 

VBS 2021 





Ways to give: 
 

1.   Mail: 

Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.   
 

2.   Online Banking: 

Use online banking to send a check to the church office.  Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s 

name Peters Creek EPC.  You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone 

number (724-941-6210).  
  
3.   Website Giving:  

Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website  

http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile  on the Giving page that you can just click on. 
 

• If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future 

gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter 

your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring. 
 

4.   Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the 

app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

 

On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials,  World 

Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund.  You can even donate to several funds in one 

transaction.  If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the church office at 

724 941 6210.   

2nd Quarter 2021 Finance Update 
 

Below is the 2nd Quarter summary of income and expenses: 
 

January-June Regular Giving  $169,821 

January-June Special Giving  $  13,636 
  

Total Income      $ 183,457 
 

Mission Expenses    $  25,671  (Mission giving is 15% of total income) 

Other Expenses     $143,298 
  

Total Expenses     $ 168,969  
  

 Net Income     $  14,488  
 

(Net Income has been distributed to 7 Ministry Funds plus Savings- Mission, Personnel, Operating, Next Gen,  

Deacons, Fellowship, and Music & Worship future expenditures) 
 

Monthly Fixed Expenses not including Mission 
 

Payroll (includes taxes and retirement)  $16,180 

St. David’s Rent      3,600 

Payroll Processing         150 

Nextiva Phone           65 

Comcast Internet            99 

Copier Lease         199 

Office Software            30 
             

            Monthly TOTAL  $20,323 
 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile
http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en


Other On-going Giving Opportunities 

2nd Quarter Mission Update 
 

Ongoing Monthly Mission Support  
 

Per Member Asking (EPC & POA)    $   656.25 

Feed My Sheep              500.00 

Border Transition Ministry          300.00 

P.R.I.S.M.       200.00 

Urban Impact          350.00  

Kids Alive           300.00  

World Vision       80.00 
 

Monthly TOTAL $2,386.25 
 

In addition to our monthly Mission expenses the Mission Team has made donations to the following MOM Charities: 
 

January MOM City Mission of Washington $1,000.00  

$773.00 collected for January MOM and $227.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic $1,200.00 

$1,078.00 collected for February MOM and $122.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $1,000.00 

$713.00 collected for March MOM and $287.00 from General Mission Fund 

 

April MOM Food Insecurity (Food Banks) $1,000.00 

$855.20 collected for April MOM and $144.80 from General Mission Fund 
 

May MOM Kids Alive (Jay and Cathy Fredlund Guatemala Missionaries) $1,000.00 

$785.00 collected for May MOM and $215.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

June MOM PRISM $ TBD 

$738.00 collected for June MOM 
 

Ongoing Greater Washington County Food Bank and Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association Pop-

up Pantries $3,310.00 

$2,920 collected from Congregation and $390 from General Mission Fund 
 

Additional Donations from General Mission Fund  

$558.15 for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic Angel Tree Gifts, $1,000.00 to Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic for cribs and other 

baby supplies. 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 
 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of cof-

fee.  We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone wishes to 

voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff members of 

the fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then.  The coffee will be 

delivered promptly to the veteran's home.  Let us help to do away with their rationing 

of coffee.  Let us help them to enjoy their time with a cup of coffee. 
 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  
 



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Kendell Stellfox 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   kendell@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

JULY 

Missions of the Month 

Faith in Action Program of Washington County 
 

Faith in Action is a service that provides volunteer-based support to older 

citizens and people with disabilities in our community. Volunteers provide 

non-medical assistance to help people maintain independent lifestyles. Ser-

vices range from transportation and shopping to meal preparation, light 

housekeeping, and minor household maintenance. Faith in Action services 

are provided free of charge. Faith in Action is partially supported by dona-

tions from churches and individuals in the community. There are always in 

need of volunteers also!  
 

Please put July MOM or Faith in Action on your giving envelopes.   

You may also give on our website or our mobile giving app.  Under the 

General Donation dropdown choose July MOM (Faith in Action).   
 

Thank you 
 

Mission Team 

Ongoing Support for the GWC Food Bank  
 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided 

to close their doors permanently for now, the Mis-

sion Team is asking that the Congregation give mon-

ey instead of groceries each month. The money col-

lected each month will be given to the Greater 

Washington County Food Bank.  They have been 

overwhelmed with a huge demand for food because 

of the COVID 19 shutdown and have broadened 

their outreach for sources of funding in the greater 

area to meet that demand. 
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the 

Peters Township Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the GEC Food Bank 

each month.  Make your checks payable to the church and note on the 

check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to the 

church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://

tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown 

list under General Fund and select Food Banks.  This is a great way to 

use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a 

recurring monthly donation so you never forget. 

Amazon Smile 
Make your Amazon purchases support our church.  We are an official Amazon Smile Charity.  Remem-

ber, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile 

purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List.  Under Your Account choose Your Amazon 

Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your charity account. 


