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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 
Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to 

your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” Exodus 4:10 

The New Year is Here! 

2022 arrived 13 days ago.  Did much change?  Doesn’t appear it has, but I noticed something I always observe in Janu-

ary.  The gyms are crowded.  At least my gym is crowded.  The extra people are there determined to take off a few 

pounds and to fulfill that New Year’s resolution to “get in shape.”  What I have observed over the years is that attend-

ance will drop off in the next two weeks and by the end of February the gyms will be at normal capacity, and I will be 

able to get the exact exercise machine I desire whenever I want it. 

What is it about New Year’s resolutions that cause them to go by the wayside?  I think it’s the pain of it all.  To fulfill a 

resolution requires sacrifice and sacrifice, can be painful.  But we necessarily sacrifice things all the time.  We sacrifice 

for our professions, we sacrifice for things that give us pleasure, we sacrifice for our favorite sports teams.  But if some-

thing is painful, it takes will power, training and commitment to overcome the pain.  

Resolutions to be more spiritual or to pray more are the hardest resolutions to keep.  Why?  Because they belong to 

the abstract, to the unseen.  Spiritual things are not valued by the culture as much as making a living, for example. 

What is good about making New Year’s resolutions is that we recognize we need to have priorities in life.  We need to 

have priorities in life that keep us employed, engaged with family and off the streets.  There are bills to pay, appoint-

ments to keep. 

Recently I read these humorous business hours posted on an office door: 

Hours of Operation 

Monday: In late, knackered 

Tuesday: Probably 

Wednesday: Half Day 

Thursday: The other half 

Friday:  In Late, Pub, leave early 

Saturday: Never 

Sunday: Church (kidding: Pub) 

No business would stay in operation long if it kept these hours.   

For some people the way the worship God follows a similar schedule.  That schedule says, “I’m checked out.”  Living 

the Christian life is the most blessed way to live, but it does require sacrifice, it requires attention and engagement for 

its blessings to be fully realized! 

 



God calls us to sacrifice.  One of the ways God calls us to sacrifice for Him is to give our talents to His work.  One 

time I took a week-long test which required me to write down everything I did every 5 minutes of my day.  I did this for 

one week.  It was enlightening (convicting). When we think about the gifts God has given us, His call on our lives, what 

does the schedule of our faith activities look like? 

Each one of us has a talent that God would like to use.  Sometimes we don’t see those talents and think we can’t do 

something like others in the church.  But that may not be the case.  God may be wanting to develop a talent within you.  

A long time ago there was a famous Presbyterian minister, Louis Evans, Sr. (born 1897).  For many years he was a 

sought after preacher, a fine orator as it goes.  However, even though he was called to be a minister he was afraid to 

preach, it was a burden to him.  For his first sermon he got up very early and went out into some woods to rehearse.  

He practiced the sermon eleven times.  By the time he mounted the pulpit, he was so hoarse, he could barely speak.  As 

time went on, he became a powerful preacher of God’s Word. 

Some people say to themselves, “O, I could never teach a Bible class.”  “I couldn’t teach children.”  “I couldn’t help be 

with youth.”  I know better.  Sometimes, like Moses, we offer excuses not to give God our time. 

Each one of us has been given talents, even if they seem insignificant to us.  We are to seek His guidance as to what He 

would have us do.  It is not a question if God has called you to use your gift in the Church, it is a question of when.  

Could 2022 be that when for you? 

If God wants us to do something, we can!  As the saying goes, “God never calls us to do anything without giving us 

sense enough and grace enough to do it.”  We should be quick to pray that God will give us an increased understanding 

of what He has saved us from, and what He has saved us to!  When we have considered these things, let us be slow in 

refusing by saying “Can’t.” 

Moses said I can’t, but God answered, “Who made man’s mouth … did not I, the Lord?”  Let’s follow Moses’ example 

and learn we can’t, but God can! 

Adult Sunday Morning Bible Studies 
 

Study of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans  

begins on January 23 
 

A new Sunday morning adult Bible study on the book 

of Romans will begin on January 23.  Paul’s letter to 

the Romans is considered to be one of his most im-

portant expositions of the Gospel and the righteous-

ness of God.  It stands as the clearest and most sys-

tematic presentation of Christian doctrine, justification 

by faith alone, and Christian living in all the Scrip-

tures.      
 

This is an in-depth study that will be available on-line 

only.  This class runs from 9:30 -10:30 a.m. each Sun-

day morning and is led by Carl Maronde. The Zoom 

meeting ID is 853 5628 9112. 
 

Study of the Revelation to John Continues 
 

This Sunday morning adult study of the book of Reve-

lation is a continuation of the study that began last 

year. The emphasis of the study is on the beauty of the 

doctrinal truths in the book as opposed to a futuristic 

approach.  New participants in the class are welcome 

at any time. 

Baptisms 

On Sunday, November 28th Aurora Ruth, Uriah Gage,  and 

Riesling Cherie-Megan children of Kendell and Emily 

Stellfox were baptized in our Sanctuary.   



Christmas Luncheon, December 5th 





Children’s Ministry News 

December 2021/January 2022 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

Warm wishes, prayers and blessings for you, as the skies are 

gray, and as our days seem colder than they have been in 

a long time!!  Even while we still face concerns about the 

ongoing pandemic, we thank our God for the opportunity to worship together -

-and also, for the opportunity to join in remotely!  

HAPPY NEW YEAR to you ALL!!! 

…Even with masks back on in the Children’s Department, this SUNDAY SCHOOL 

YEAR is going along well…. and PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry is planning sever-

al exciting events for the beginning of this New Year of our Lord!! 

Birthdays:   

 

Benjamin Ceasar turned 8 years old on December 2nd, 2021…. 

Mianna Maronde turned 7 years old on December 31st of 2021… 

Marino Maronde turned 9 years old already on January 5th of this year… 

And their little brother Milo Maronde was born on January 13, 2022!! 

BEST WISHES to our BIRTHDAY BOY AND -GIRL -- and prayers for the newest addition 

to our church family, MILO!!!!! 

 

 

Please pray for Milo Maronde, as his  

little lungs have to develop a bit more 

(he’s in Children’s Hospital at the time 

of this writing!)!! 
 

 

 

On Sundays: 
Our In-Person Sunday School classes have been moving along fine. There are 

seven teachers now on a rotation for the Younger Elementary Age Sunday School Class 

(Lesley Caesar; Lynn Hutchison; Sally Jeswilkowski; Marion Maentz; Barb Mullen; Sandy 

Palumbo; and Susan Prosser)….A BIG THANK YOU TO THEM ALL!!   

 

Meanwhile, I (Katie) am usually teaching the Older Elementary Class, with Cyndi Taylor 

being my sub when I’m unavailable. 

 

We do also continue to have digital resources for Sunday School and Children’s Church 

on our website! 

 



Our NURSERY is open and staffed between 10:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

(or 12:20, or whenever worship is over) every Sunday. 

If anyone would like to take advantage of Nursery Care during the Sunday 

School Hour, as well as during the worship hour, please just let me know! Our 

Nursery Caregivers are on stand-by! 

The Nursery Caregiver Team is five members strong at this point (Elena 

Kunz, Xavier Kunz, Emily Lucasewicz, Ellie Maentz, and Amanda Petito). They 

have been enjoying working with our youngest members. Thank you to all of them, as well! 

 

 

Of course, we have also been continuing weekly CHILDREN’S CHURCH for 

children in grades K through 3. On Sundays when I am not able to be present, 

Laura Moran or Sally Jeswilkowski have been available as my substitute teachers – 

Thank you! 

 

 

CURRENT LOCATIONS -   We are now holding only our Younger Elementary Age Class (at 

9:45) and Children’s Church (at 11:15) in the newly renovated space immediately below 

our sanctuary.  

The Older Elementary Class is meeting in the large classroom off the playroom downstairs. 

Nursery Care is provided in the large playroom between our offices and the Parish Hall.  

 

Special Events: 

Once again, we had a wonderful time at our annual PCEPC Talent Show, which unfolded during the afternoon of our 

All-Church Christmas Dinner on December 5: 

   

 

Nolan & Caleb Hutchison   

Far Left:  McKenna Jeswilkowski 

 

Left: Calvin and Russell Falls  

  

Audrey Jeswilkowski                

Andrew Caesar and Shay Carter Ben Caesar and Shay Carter 



--Throughout Advent, we celebrated Special Worship Services with the Lighting of the Advent Wreath Can-

dles. Some of our youngest families helped with leading these liturgies this year….:  

Second Sunday in Advent - The Hutchison Family First Sunday of Advent – The Nguyen Family 

Sunday after Christmas – The Baldwin Family Christmas Eve, Family Service – The Marks Family 

Third Sunday in Advent – The Stellfox Family Fourth Sunday in Advent – The Caesar Family 

PCEPC’s Christmas Pageant, called One Night in Bethlehem, was presented during our Family Worship Service 

at 5:30 pm on December 24. It had been practiced throughout the month of December, involving both youth (as 

readers), and children (as costumed characters), and recalled the night of Jesus’s birth in a moving way: 



 

Christmas Eve  

Family Service 

One Night in Bethlehem 



COMING UP NEXT: 

Let’s beat the cold and any winter blues –  it’s time for our tradition-

al FAMILIES’ WINTER BOWLING PARTY at AMF LANES in 

Mt. Lebanon! 

 

We will meet on Saturday, January 29 between 3 and 5 pm at the 

AMF Bowling Alley at 1601 Washington Rd, Mt. Lebanon. 

 

BOWLING, arcade cards, pizza, and soft drinks are pre-paid…! All par-

ticipants will be asked to me masked (when not eating. Please email 

Katie@peterschreekchurch.org by January 21 to confirm your spots!  

 

 

 

– The next Service Event for Children and Families – our traditional Baking Event for 

Meals on Wheels in February – will be taking place on February 12. More info coming soon! 

 

 

--THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your 

support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!   

Please contact me with any questions, sugges-

tions, or concerns your may have!   

Yours, in Him,    

          Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

*Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike McCaig, Mari-

on Maentz, Scott Maronde, Kendell Stellfox, and Barb Wylie 

Thanks to our enthusiastic Music Director, Shay Carter, the Children’s Choir movingly sang about the importance of 

this “One Night In Bethlehem”  during the pageant: 

mailto:Katie@peterschreekchurch.org
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A Note from the Music Director 

 

Greetings! 
 

The Advent season was a busy one for the Music Ministry here at PCEPC. On the morning of December 12th, the Adult 

Choir shared a wonderful Christmas cantata with the congregation. This program, "Emmanuel Has Come," was the culmi-

nation of many, many hours of preparation from almost twenty talented vocalists. It was a blessing to see the choir's hard 

work shared with the PCEPC community, and I am thankful to everyone who participated. 
 

With Christmas Eve came the presentation of the Christmas Pageant during the 5pm service, directed by our own Katie 

Brandt and featuring beautiful singing by the children of the congregation. The Children's Choir shared the titular piece of 

the program, "One Night in Bethlehem," and all of the children in the pageant joined in song for the Christmas Carols. I 

am so proud of everyone's effort and grateful for all of the children in PCEPC's congregation!  
 

For the second Christmas Eve service, we were joined by a jazz trio from Pittsburgh composed of trumpeter Adam Bleil, 

bassist Chris McGraw and drummer David Hanson. These talented musicians accompanied our carols and delivered spe-

cial arrangements of beloved Christmas hymns throughout the service. The presence of the jazz trio was a nice change of 

pace from past musical guests and added a lively note (pun intended!) to our traditional Christmas Eve service. We were 

blessed to have them join us!  
 

I would like to thank each and every person who volunteered their time and musical gifts to the Music Ministry during this 

Advent season. Your efforts made this time of remembrance and celebration all the more meaningful. The Music Ministry 

wouldn't be here without you!  
 

As we look forward to the months ahead, there is even more music to prepare for in 2022, including more choir anthems, 

new praise songs, and some special Easter events! If you or someone you know is interested in participating in PCEPC's 

Music Ministry--whether through the Adult Choir, Children's Choir, Chimes Choir, or special music--please reach out to 

me at shay@peterscreekchurch.org. We would love to have you!  
 

May the Lord bless and keep you and yours in safety and good health during this new year. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Shay Carter  

 

The Adult Choir presenting their Christmas cantata on 

December 12th.  

The Children's Choir sharing their piece "One Night in  

Bethlehem" at the 5pm service on Christmas Eve.  

The Jazz Trio providing prelude music for the 9pm  

Christmas Eve service.  

The Adult Choir sharing their anthem, "Emmanuel to 

Me," at the 9pm Christmas Eve service.   



Ways to give: 
 

1.   Mail: 

Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.   
 

2.   Online Banking: 

Use online banking to send a check to the church office.  Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s 

name Peters Creek EPC.  You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone 

number (724-941-6210).  
  
3.   Website Giving:  

Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website  

http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile  on the Giving page that you can just click on. 
 

• If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future 

gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter 

your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring. 
 

4.   Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the 

app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

 

On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials,  World 

Vision, Building Fund and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund.  You can even donate to several 

funds in one transaction.  If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the 

church office at 724 941 6210.   

Year End 2021 Finance Update 
 

Below is the Year End summary of income and expenses: 
 

January-December Regular Giving  $349,964 

January-December Special Giving  $  35,273 
  

Total Income      $ 385,237 
 

Mission Expenses    $  51,610  (Mission giving is 14.75% of total income) 

Other Expenses     $279,791 
  

Total Expenses     $ 331,401  
  

 Net Income     $   53,836  
 

(Net Income has been distributed to 7 Ministry Funds plus Savings- Mission, Personnel, Operating, Next Gen,  

Deacons, Fellowship, and Music & Worship future expenditures) 
 

Monthly Fixed Expenses not including Mission 
 

Payroll (includes taxes and retirement)  $16,300 

St. David’s Rent      4,000 

Payroll Processing         150 

Nextiva Phone           70 

Comcast Internet            99 

Copier Lease         199 

Office Software            30 
             

            Monthly TOTAL  $20,848 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile
http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en


2021 Year End Mission Update 
 

Ongoing Monthly Mission Support  
 

Per Member Asking (EPC & POA)    $   656.25 

Feed My Sheep              500.00 

United World Mission            500.00 

P.R.I.S.M.       200.00 

Urban Impact           350.00  

Kids Alive            300.00 

Meals on Wheels @ The Crossroads        200.00  

World Vision        80.00 
 

Monthly TOTAL $2,786.25 
 

In addition to our monthly Mission expenses the Mission Team has made donations to the following MOM Charities: 
 

January MOM City Mission of Washington $1,000.00  

$773.00 collected for January MOM and $227.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic $1,200.00 

$1,078.00 collected for February MOM and $122.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $1,000.00 

$713.00 collected for March MOM and $287.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

April MOM Food Insecurity (Food Banks) $1,000.00 

$855.20 collected for April MOM and $144.80 from General Mission Fund 
 

May MOM Kids Alive (Jay and Cathy Fredlund Guatemala Missionaries) $1,000.00 

$785.00 collected for May MOM and $215.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

June MOM PRISM $ 750.00 

$738.00 collected for June MOM and $12.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

July MOM Faith in Action $500.00 

$257.00 collected for July MOM and $243.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

August MOM Mission Possible $2,500.00 

$768.11 Doctors Without Borders collected for August MOM and $74.61 from General Mission Fund 

$391.21 EduNations collected for August MOM and $74.61 from General Mission Fund 

$222.80 Feed My Starving Children collected for August MOM and $74.61 from General Mission Fund 

$182.80 World Vision Clean Water collected for August MOM and $74.61 from General Mission Fund 

$636.63 Undesignated for any individual Mission Possible collected for August MOM ($159.16 each was given to all 4 

of the Mission Possible charities) 

$2,201.55 Total collected for August MOM  
 

September MOM Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship $1,000 (40 $25 Walmart Gift Cards) 

$823.02 collected for September MOM and $176.98 from General Mission Fund 
 

October MOM Operation Christmas Child $2,287.41* 

49 Boxes ($40.00 per box*) were collected plus an additional $327.41  
 

November MOM Angel Tree Gifts $1,788 

50 gifts ($25.00 per gift*) plus $538.00 
 

December MOM United World Mission for Pat Premick $1,713.41** 

$1,713.41 collected for December MOM 



 

Additional Mission Giving 
 

Ongoing Greater Washington County Food Bank and Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association  

Pop-up Pantries $5,500.92 

$4,966.12 collected from Congregation and $534.80 from General Mission Fund 
 

Additional Donations from General Mission Fund  

$558.15 for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic Angel Tree Gifts, $1,000.00 to Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic for cribs and other 

baby supplies, $3,000.00 for Samaritan’s Purse for Haiti Relief 
 

SHIM Food and Diaper Drive 

125 pounds of diapers and groceries 
 

* Amount per shoebox or gift is just an approximate figure. 

** These funds have not been dispersed and are not reflected in the year-end total. 
 

2021 Year End Totals 

 

General Mission Payments (Includes all MOMs)  $ 17,404.93 

World Vision      1,319.00 

Per Member Asking (EPC & POA)         7,875.00 

Border Transition Ministry         2,400.00 

United World Mission for P. P.         1,500.00 

Feed My Sheep              6,000.00 

Meals on Wheels @ The Crossroads          800.00 

Urban Impact           4,200.00  

P.R.I.S.M.       2,400.00 

Kids Alive            3,600.00 

Food Bank           4,110.92 

 

2021 TOTAL      $51,609.85 

Ongoing Support for the GWC Food Bank  
 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for now, the Mission Team is 

asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries each month. The money collected each month will then 

be sent to the Greater Washington County Food Bank. Let us help families who cannot afford to put food on their 

table.  
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Township Food Pantry monthly 

and donate it to the GEC Food Bank each month.  Make your checks payable to the church and note on the check or 

giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to the church office. You may also donate on our online giving 

website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and 

select Food Banks.  This is a great way to use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as 

a recurring monthly donation so you never forget. 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 
 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of cof-

fee.  We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone wishes to 

voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff members of the 

fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then.  The coffee will be deliv-

ered promptly to the veteran's home.  Let us help to do away with their rationing of cof-

fee.  Let us help them to enjoy their time with a cup of coffee. 
 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  
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JANUARY 

Missions of the Month 

Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic (PWC) 

  
The Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic 

provides compassionate support 

to women and families in our 

community who are affected by 

unplanned pregnancy.   

The clinic is a non-profit care clinic  

providing free medical services and 

accurate information on all options 

regarding pregnancy. 

The Pittsburgh Women's Clinic faithfully works to protect the lives of the 

unborn in our community through Christian-based counseling and other 

programs.  Of the women the clinic interviews 96% are actively planning to 

abort.  Many babies’ lives are saved for adoption and 

they also provide services to those who have elected birth to support them 

in caring and raising their child. 
 

As our January Mission of the Month, our Missions Ministry Team requests 

that you prayerfully consider donating to Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic.  

Please mark your giving envelopes  

January MOM or PWC.  You may also give on our website or our mo-

bile giving app.  Under the General Donation dropdown choose January 

MOM (PWC).  
 

Adoption is personally known to some members of our church 

family.  Those adopted children are treasured just as if they were of our 

flesh and have been God given to us. 

 
 Mission Team 

Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 11:00 

a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will now 

only be able to view each worship service once you click on the specific 

link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will not exist until the 

video is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship hour.  We will post 

that link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each 

Sunday, so please look for it there https://peterscreekchurch.org/

worship)!  

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship
https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship

