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A Prayer for the New Year 

O 
n the first Sunday of the New Year, part of my text was Philippians 3: 17, where Paul wrote: “Join together in 

following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we 

do.”  It is always good practice to imitate a godly person’s way of life.  But how do we fill in the gaps? 
 

I made mention in my sermon of taking certain Bible passages and turning them into prayers.  For example, the Book of 

Psalms is a book of songs that can be used as prayers, indeed many of them are prayers meant to be sung!  Paul has a 

habit of writing down the substance of his prayers in some of his letters.  Two examples that come to my mind are 

from Ephesians chapter 1 and Philippians chapter 3. 
 

For example, Paul writes these words of advice and encouragement to Timothy so that he might know what to expect 

and how he should live faithfully as a minister of the Gospel.  It is a prescription for holy living.  I think it good advice to 

pray the prescription so that we experience the cure! Below is what Paul wrote to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:10-17): 
 

10 You [Timothy], however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, en-

durance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the 

persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, de-

ceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 

of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of 

God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

Verses 14 & 15 refer to Timothy’s mother Lois and her grandmother Eunice who had very carefully taught Timothy 

about the Gospel!  I think many of us raised in church all our lives can relate to our parents, perhaps a Sunday School 

teacher, who have helped us learn the Bible from an early age. 
   
Below is what I did with the passage in order to turn it into a prayer.  I changed the focus from advice given by Paul to a 

3rd person, Timothy, and made it first person.  Then I put the advice in the form of a prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, I know all about Paul’s teaching, his way of life, his purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 

persecutions, sufferings — what kinds of things happened to him in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecu-

tions he endured. Yet, You, Lord, rescued him from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. But Lord as for me, help me to continue in what I have learned and have become convinced of, be-

cause I know those from whom I learned it, and how from infancy I have known the holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make me wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. Therefore, help me to become a man of God so 

that I may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Tim 3:10-17 NIV) 
 

I believe part of all good praying is calling to mind God’s benefits, His grace, and His Providence.  One of the 
benefits mentioned in this passage is the Word of God which is God breathed.  Therefore, inspired, therefore, 
useful for every area of lives! 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



I offer this prayer as an example of what you might do in your own prayer life.  Some call this “praying God’s Word.”  I 

found that when I pray in this way, His Word becomes part of me in a living way.  May Christ live and dwell in you 

richly in 2021! 

10 You [Timothy], however, know all about my teach-

ing, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 

endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of 

things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, 

the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me 

from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to 

live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to 

worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for 

you, continue in what you have learned and have be-

come convinced of, because you know those from 

whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you 

have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in right-

eousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thor-

oughly equipped for every good work. 
  

Heavenly Father, I know all about Paul’s teaching, his 

way of life, his purpose, faith, patience, love, endur-

ance, persecutions, sufferings — what kinds of things 

happened to him in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the 

persecutions he endured. Yet, You, Lord, rescued him 

from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil 

men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiv-

ing and being deceived. But Lord as for me, help me 

to continue in what I have learned and have become 

convinced of, because I know those from whom I 

learned it, and how from infancy I have known the 

holy Scriptures, which are able to make me wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness. Therefore, 

help me to become a man of God so that I may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Tim 

3:10-17 NIV) 
  

Year-End Finance Update 
 

Below is a year-end summary of income and expenses: 
 

January-December Regular Giving  $327,199 

January-December Special Giving  $  24,097 

January-December Other Income  $    2,793 (Interest & Refunds) 
  

Total Income      $354,089 
 

Mission Expenses    $  49,971 (Mission giving is 14.1% of total income) 

Other Expenses     $277,829 
  

Total Expenses     $327,800 
  

 Net Income     $  26,289  
 

(Net Income has been distributed to all 8 Ministry Funds- Mission, Personnel, Operating, Next Gen, Deacons,  

Fellowship, Music & Worship and Kingdom for future expenditures) 
 

Monthly Fixed Expenses not including Mission 
 

Payroll (includes taxes and retirement)  $15,622 

St. David’s Rent      3,600 

Payroll Processing         150 

Nextiva Phone           65 

Comcast Internet         125 

Copier Lease         199 

Office Software (Office 365 and Zoom)           39 
             

            Monthly TOTAL  $19,800 
 

The Finance Team asked the Ministry Teams to donate some of their excess funds to Mission and Kingdom Planning  

Funds.  All of the Ministry Teams responded generously to our request.  Missions used the funds to donate to Meals on 

Wheels @ the Crossroads and Greater Washington County Food Bank.  Funds given to Kingdom Planning  helped pay 

for carpeting and drywalling in the church office and window washing in our Sanctuary.  They hope to purchase new 

carpet for the alter and have the red wall in the rear of the Sanctuary repainted with these funds also.  The Finance Team 

cannot thank everyone enough for your continued generosity.  You are truly a blessing! 



Year End Mission Update 
 

Ongoing Monthly Mission Support  
 

Per Member Asking (EPC & POA)    $   656.25 

Feed My Sheep              500.00 

Border Transition Ministry          300.00 

P.R.I.S.M.       200.00 

Urban Impact          350.00  

Kids Alive           300.00  

World Vision       80.00 
 

Monthly TOTAL $2,386.25 
 

In addition to our monthly Mission expenses the Mission Team has made donations to the following MOM Charities: 
 

January MOM City Mission of Washington $1,000.00  

$520.00 collected for January MOM and $480.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic $1,500.00 

$1,252.00 collected for February MOM and $248.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $660.00 

$470.00 collected for March MOM and $190.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

April MOM Greater Washington County Food Bank $2,877.80 

$1,877.80 collected for April MOM and $1,000 from General Mission Fund 
 

May MOM Kids Alive $500.00 

$403.50 collected for May MOM and $96.50 from General Mission Fund 
 

June MOM Greater Washington County Food Bank $2,000.00 

$1,418.80 collected for June MOM and $581.20 from General Mission Fund 
 

July MOM Faith In Action $500.00 

$284.00 collected for July MOM and $216.00 from General Mission Fund 
 

August MOM Mission Possible $1,500 

$500 each was sent to Doctors Without Borders, Feed My Starving Children and Clean Water 

$1,128 collected for August MOM and $372 from General Mission Fund 
 

September MOM Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home $1,051.95 

$1,051.95 collected for September MOM was used to purchase $25 Walmart gift cards for the Veterans. 
 

October MOM Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes  

49 filled shoeboxes were donated plus $153.81 was donated to Operation Christmas Child from left over cash dona-

tions. 
 

November MOM Angel Tree  

44 gifts were purchased for Washington County Children and Youth Services Helping Hands gift drive plus $215.00 

worth of gift cards were purchased with the cash donations received. 
 

December MOM Pat Premick Mission Work in Taiwan (to be determined) 

$687.20 collected for December MOM 
 

Ongoing Greater Washington County Food Bank $5,267.67 

$2,953.64 collected from Congregation and $2,314.03 from General Mission Fund 
 

Additional Donations from General Mission Fund City Mission of Washington $1,200.00, Washington County 

Pet Food Bank $200.00, Amazon Gift Cards for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic to feed babies $500.00, First Responders 

Lunch $266.00 (Pizza, Drinks and Cookie Cakes for Police, Fire Department and Ambulance Service on 9/11), Meals on 

Wheels @ The Crossroads $1,500. 



Ways to give: 

 

1.   Mail: 

Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.   

 

2.   Online Banking: 

Use online banking to send a check to the church office.  Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s 

name Peters Creek EPC.  You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone 

number (724-941-6210).  

  

3.   Website Giving:  

Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website  

http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile  on the Giving page that you can just click on. 

 

• If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future 

gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter 

your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring. 

 

4.   Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the 

app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

 

On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials,  World 

Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund.  You can even donate to several funds in one 

transaction.  If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the church office at 

724 941 6210.   

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook 

account.  The link to the church's public Facebook page is (https://

www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask whether you want to log in or 

create an account, but if you don't want to do that, "x" out of the box with 

that prompt, and you will then look right at the church's page! 
 

Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page, either 

scroll down (from the main cover photo and the list of videos and favorite 

pictures on the top of the page) to get to the main news feed, where you can see the live video, OR you can click on 

“videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will show up with a red “live” icon in the top left corner.   You may 

also watch past Sunday Worship Services on the video page. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile
http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry News 

January 2021 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR, PCEPC Family!! 

May God BLESS AND KEEP each and every one of you….both now and forever!  

OUR LORD REIGNS!!! 

In PCEPC Children’s Ministry News…: 

First of all, a shout-out and lots of good wishes for Mianna Maronde, who turned 6 on December 31;  

and for Marino Maronde, who turned 8 on January 5, 2021!! 
 

This week, Lucas Fowler will have a Birthday, turning 13 on January 16! 

--Wishing them each a wonderful day to celebrate, and a Blessed New Year of Life ahead! 
 

On Sundays: 

We’ve had Sundays with in-person worship services –on which days we had in-person Sunday School-; and we’ve  

had Sundays with only virtual participation in worship – during which time, digital resources have been available to fam-

ilies with young children. We never seem to know what the next Sunday will bring – but the Lord does, so in Him we 

trust…! 
 

Whenever we’ve had in-person meetings, we’ve also been offering Children’s Church for children in K – 3 during 

the 11 o’clock worship service.  Still, we have not yet started up offering childcare during either the 9:45 hour, 

nor during the 11 am worship hour, because of concerns related to COVID-19.  
 

Special Events: 

The PCEPC Christmas Story was a wonderful way for us  as a Church Family to 

see many of our kids and youth in their own homes, reading part of Max Lucado’s 

“The Crippled Lamb” (Facebook )! 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU again to all who participated: 

Lucas and Benny Fowler  

https://www.facebook.com/111659865538568/videos/145513077332644


Ben Caesar  Andrew Caesar  Matthew Caesar  Evie Caesar  

Mac Kelly Oliver Kelly Caleb & Nolan Hutchison Audrey Jeswilkowski 

McKenna Jeswilkowski Rhys Maentz Ian Maentz Ryan Falls 

Calvin Falls Russell Falls Alex Nguyen Daniel Nguyen 



Grayson Nguyen Holly & Melody Jones Marino Maronde Mianna Maronde 

Maiya Maronde Maddalena Maronde Katie Brandt, Dir. of 

Children’s Ministries 
Rachel Blumberg, Film 

Editor 

(Wonder what we can do along these lines for Easter, if we’ll still have to remain socially distanced…?!?) 

…. For the beginning of the New Year, each family participating in our congregation’s 

Children’s Program will be given the book “Exploring the Bible/ A Bible Reading Plan 

for Kids”, by Professor David Murray.  With the understanding that “reading the Bible is 

like taking a trip through God’s Story,” families are invited to “set (…) out to explore 

and experience the beautiful views found within. (…) Exploring the Bible leads kids … 

through the Bible one day at a time over the course of a year, helping them to see the 

overarching story of God’s Word, and laying the foundation for a lifetime of discovering 

truths about God, humanity, and the gospel” (Crossway Publishing, 2017).    
 

As part of a Missions Project for December and January, interested children in 

our congregation have been creating and sending “Thinking of you”- and “Happy 

New Year!”-cards to some members of our congregation who are currently shelter-

ing in place due to the pandemic. Between the artistic talent of the kids and their heart-

felt good wishes, these cards are sure to bring some unexpected cheer! 
 

 
 

 

 

Younger Kids Zoom Call – “Bring a figurine from a 

Manger Scene….” 
Younger Kids Zoom Call – “Bring the biggest book 

you can find!” 



Younger Kids Zoom Call – “Bring a candle!” Younger Kids Zoom Call – “Bring something super 

soft!” 

Older Kids Zoom Call – “Hello There!” Older Kids Zoom Call – “Bring a toy…” 

Older Kids Zoom Call – “Bring the biggest book you 

can find!” 

Older Kids Zoom Call – “Bring something super soft!” Older Kids Zoom Call – “Bring some toilet paper...!” 

Older Kids Zoom Call – “Bring a  

figurine from a Manger Scene….” 

We’ve also implemented two very enjoyable ZOOM calls for children and youth – one for younger kids, and one 

for older kids and youth members – on December 29 and 30, respectively.  Let me tell you – when you send young 

people on a Scavenger Hunt through their own homes, you’ll never know what they’ll come up with!!  



Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since there are only a few families in our Sunday School we could 

use some assistance from the Congregation to help cover this ex-

pense.  If 20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover 

the monthly cost to support these beautiful World Vision children.  

You can find more information about these 2 children by visiting the 

Mission section on our website http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like to help support this mission 

make your check payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the check to 

the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mo-

bile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to use our 

website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation. 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 
 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of cof-

fee.  We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone wishes 

to voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff mem-

bers of the fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then.  The 

coffee will be delivered promptly to the veteran's home.  Let us help to do away with 

their rationing of coffee.  Let us help them to enjoy their time with a cup of coffee as 

the weather gets colder. 
 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  
 

We have received at least 10 cans per month from the Congregation.  Thank you!  

Amazon Smile 
 

Make your Amazon purchases support our church.  We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, 

always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases 

to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then 

choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your charity account. 

Coming Up Next: 
 

Plans are being made for more virtual get-togethers for interested children and youth over the next few weeks.  

Based on our previous experiences, another “Scavenger Hunt” at home may just be a welcome interlude to homework 

and chores during pandemic times…!  Even though these meetings will have to be held via ZOOM, there obviously will 

be moments built in for the kids (and  youth) to jump up and run through the house…. 
 

Thanks to all the technology at our fingertips, we will be sure to stay connected and join in some fun together over the 

next few weeks! 
 

A…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!  

Please contact me with any concerns, questions, or suggestions your may have!   

 

Yours, in Him,    
          Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

626-807-3784 © 
 

*Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, DianneKeller, Mike McCaig, Marion 

Maentz, Scott Maronde, and Barb Wylie  

http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

 

JANUARY 

Missions of the Month 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind; and Love your neighbor as 

yourself."  Luke 10, verse 27 
 

A law expert asked of Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?"  Jesus said to him. " A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when the man was robbed, 

beaten and left for dead. Several people including a priest passed by without 

helping, but a Samaritan stopped to help him, gave him aid, placed him onto 

his own donkey and took him to an inn paying for the care provided by the 

innkeeper.  Returning days later to the inn, he paid the innkeeper for all the 

care provided."  Jesus asked the law expert, "Which of these men  was a 

neighbor to the fallen man?"  The law expert replied, "The one who had 

mercy on him." Jesus replied, "Go and do likewise." 
 

Primary January MOM 
 

City Mission of Washington County 
 

The City Mission restores hope to the homeless and to the people who 

have lost their way in life.  The Mission provides daily meals, shelter, train-

ing and educational opportunities to assist in their recovery.  The Mission 

provides a Men's Shelter, A Women's Shelter, a Women's with  Children 

Shelter,  a Veteran's Residents Program and a Samaritan Care/Food Pantry.  

They operate 7 Community Thrift Stores of clothing, furniture and home 

goods.  Residents under care total 160 people.  Such a great Mission it is in 

our community.  If you have time, look at their website.  Please support our 

Washington County City Mission.  Please mark your giving envelopes 

with City Mission. 
 

Secondary January MOM 
 

Greater Washington County Food Bank 
 

The demand for food during 2020 has been great and that de-

mand continues. 
 

We need not say more, for we have two of the best non-profit organiza-

tions operating in Washington County.  If you feel that you wish to help 

and have the financial capacity to help, please respond and be that Good 

Samaritan that Jesus spoke about.  Please mark your giving envelopes 

with GWC Food Bank. 
 

From the Mission Committee 

If you would like to receive a printed copy of the Chimes each month please call the church office at 

(724) 941-6210 and Cyndi will add you to the Chimes mailing list.  Please also let her know if your ad-

dress, phone number or email has changed. 


