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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 
The Outwardly Focused Christian and Some Uber-Protestant Thoughts on Lent 

 

Back in the day, I mean the 16th Century, during the Reformation, Lent was a hot topic.  The observance of Lent was 

mandated for every Roman Catholic.  Canon 1252 of Canon Law sets out the requirements for the observance of Lent: 

“All Latin-rite Catholics are required to observe the laws of abstinence [during Lent] starting at the age of 14.” It goes 

on to state: “even those who by reason of their age are not bound by the law of fasting and abstinence, are taught the 

true meaning of penance.” There are exceptions:  everyone from the age of 14-59 is required to fast during Lent unless 

there is some medical reason not to. 

 

I suppose I am now exempt from fasting during Lent because of age, I’ll let you guess which age! 

I have written so many articles about Lent and what it means and where it comes from that I thought it was time I 

wrote on Lent from a Protestant perspective.  It is not the hot topic it was during the Reformation.  As a matter of fact, 

since the Liturgical Renewal Movement of the 19th Century, the attitude toward the practice by Protestants is some-

what ambivalent.  You will notice we use the liturgical colors throughout the year.  On Sunday March 13, I wore a pur-

ple stole with my robe.  We also make Lenten devotional booklets available to the congregation. 

 

What does Lent mean for Reformed Protestants?  Not what it means to Catholicism.  Lent is not mandated, nor are 

there rules for its practice that Protestants must follow.  Why do we even mention it then?  I think over the years we 

Protestants have just found the Liturgical Calendar a convenient way to order our church life. 

For the Roman Church, however, Lent is tied to the Sacrament of Penance.  In Penance, the faithful are absolved from 

sins committed after baptism.  Of course, from a Biblical perspective, this limits Christ’s work on the Cross.  The net 

result of Roman Catholic theology is that Jesus’ atonement is only good before and up to our baptism.  After baptism, 

we have to do something to be saved!  In other words, we need to add to the work of Christ to make it effective. 

 

This is NOT Biblical Christianity!  Matthew Henry writing on 1 John 1:9 makes the work of Christ and the Christian’s 

relationship to sin after Baptism clear:  

 

"The Christian religion is the religion of sinners, of such as have sinned, and in whom sin in some measure still 

dwells. The Christian life is a life of continued repentance, humiliation for and mortification of sin, of continual 

faith in, thankfulness for, and love to the Redeemer, and hopeful joyful expectation of a day of glorious redemp-

tion, in which the believer shall be fully and finally acquitted, and sin abolished forever."  

 

As you can see, the concept of Lent is and should be part of daily practice in Christian life.  So why practice a special sea-

son of Lent?  It would probably be better to use this time in the Church year to be outwardly focused and tell others 

what Jesus has done for us! 

 

We do not earn Salvation, God gives it.  Salvation is received by simple trust which we call faith. “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may 

boast” (Eph. 2:8–9).   John 1:12 sums up the effect: “As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become chil-

dren of God, even to those who believe in His name.” 

 

This should awaken in us all the 9 traits of the outwardly focused Christian we have been reading about in Thom Rain-

er’s book, I Will!  



 

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

April 14th, 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Worship 

April 17th, 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Children’s Church will be offered at the 11:00 a.m. service  

for children in grades K-3rd. 

Palm Sunday Service 

Featuring Children’s & Youth Choir Mini-Musical 

and Choir Cantata 

April 10th, 11:00 a.m. 

Community Good Friday Worship 

April 15th, Noon 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Easter Brunch, Games and Easter Egg Hunt 

April 17th, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

Hallway Outside of Parish Hall 

Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 11:00 

a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook account.   
 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will now 

only be able to view each worship service once you click on the specific 

link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will not exist until the 

video is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship hour.  We will post 

that link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each 

Sunday, so please look for it there https://peterscreekchurch.org/

worship)!  

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship
https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship


Easter Flower Orders 
 

The Deacons are offering Easter flowers from Malone’s Flower Shop, the florist provides our 

beautiful Sunday flowers.  You will be able to order:  Lilies, Daffodils, Tulips, and Hyacinths at a 

cost of $12 per 6” pot.  You can pick up an envelope order form on the information table in the 

Narthex if you are attending church in person.  You may also sign up to order a plant on the 

Easter Flower Needs List sent to your email, send a check in the mail with the type of flower, 

quantity, and dedication, or use our online giving. (Use the drop down under General Fund to 

choose Flowers. You can put the flower type and dedication in the memo section)  
 

Please be sure to include how you would like your dedication to read in the bulletin if you are 

sending your payment for the Easter flowers to the church office.  The final date to order 

flowers will be Sunday, March 27th.  Deacons will NOT be delivering plants to shut ins this year. 

2022 Annual Congregational Meeting and Vision Plan Document 
 

We were blessed to have a wonderful time of fellowship and discussion at our Annual Congregational Meeting held on 

Sunday, March 6, 2022.  The congregation received a number of Annual Reports for 2021 from our ministry teams and 

leadership presented an overview of the proposed Vision Plan for PCEPC.  This Vision Plan defines our primary out-

reach targets and ministry focus areas for the coming years as well as two new guiding principle statements for our 

congregation:  
 

Core Value Statement:  “Disciples passionate for Worship, Growth, Outreach and Biblical Truth”   
 

Vision Statement:  “To be a Family-Focused Ministry Leading All to a Full Life in Christ” 
 

The proposed Vision Plan overview is available on our website at www.peterscreekchurch.org under the “Vision Plan” 

tab. 

The Vacation Bible School (VBS) decorating team is collecting the following items.  You may bring them to church 

and deposit them in the VBS Castle Box, or call Susan Prosser ( 724-942-5427) for pick up of large items.  Thank you. 

 

  Corrugated Cardboard - medium or large sized boxes, or flat sheets 

 

  Carboard paper towel tubes- from empty rolls 

 

  Polyester fiber fill or batting that you no longer need and don't want returned to you 

The Crosstitchers Prayer Shawl Ministry (and more) will meet on Thursday, March 24th, at 1:30 pm at Paulette 

Staub's home.  For more information or directions, please contact Susan Prosser at 724-942-5427.  All  

crafters welcome!  Join us to learn how you can bless others with your God given talents. 

Vision Plan Congregational Workshops 
 

As follow-up to the presentation of the proposed PCEPC Vision Plan at the Annual Congregational Meeting on March 

6, leadership is planning a number of Congregational Workshops to provide an opportunity for further member dis-

cussion and input regarding the Vision Plan.  These workshops are intended to hear any additional questions, com-

ments, and/or suggestions you may have regarding the proposed Vision Plan. Workshops are scheduled for: 
 

        ⚫ In-person workshops in the sanctuary immediately following the worship service on March 27 
 

        ⚫ On-line Zoom meetings at 7:00 PM on Mondays, March 21 and April 4 
 

        ⚫ In-person workshops at noon in the conference room on Wednesday, March 30 
 

Please sign up to attend this meeting either on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, needs list or call the church office  

(724-941-6210). 



2022 Annual  

Congregation Luncheon 





Children’s Ministry News 

February/March 2022 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

Hello! I’m wishing Spring blessings on you, even as our 

days aren’t quite springlike YET!! :)  We thank our GOD 

for the opportunity to worship together, and for the fact 

that COVID-19 infections seem to be slowly diminishing…! However, we contin-

ue to thank GOD also for the opportunity to join in worship and fellowship re-

motely!  

…Even with masks still on in the Children’s Department, this SUNDAY SCHOOL 

YEAR is going along well…. and PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry is planning 

more exciting events as this year marches right on…: 

Birthdays:   

We celebrated the Birthdays of Melody Jones (turning 7 on February 9) and Ryan Falls 

(turning 14 on February 22) in February… 

In March, Andrew Caesar turned 11 on March 2nd; his little sister Evie turned 6 on 

March 4th . 

Still in the future (but not by much), Maiya Maronde will turn five years old on March 30th! 

And in April, we will want to wish McKenna Jeswilkowski a Happy 12th Birthday on April 

5th! 

 
--Thank you, meanwhile, for your prayers for Milo Maronde, who recently turned two months 

of age, and has settled into the “M&M”-Maronde Household quite nicely!  
 

 

On Sundays:  
SUNDAY SCHOOL - Our In-Person Sunday School classes have been moving along 

fine. There are seven teachers now on a rotation for the Younger Elemen-

tary Age Sunday School Class (Lesley Caesar; Lynn Hutchison; Sally 

Jeswilkowski; Marion Maentz; Barb Mullen; Sandy Palumbo; and Susan 

Prosser). 

 

Meanwhile, Katie is usually teaching the Older Elementary Class, with Cyndi Taylor being her 

sub when she is unavailable. We do also continue to have digital resources for Sunday School  

and Children’s Church on our website. 

 

NURSERY - Our NURSERY is open and staffed between 10:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. (or whenever worship is 

over) every Sunday.  The Nursery Caregiver Team is five members strong at this point (Elena Kunz, Xavier Kunz, 

Emily Lucasewicz, Ellie Maentz, and Amanda Petito). They have been enjoying working with our youngest members.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH –  Whave also been continuing weekly CHILDREN’S CHURCH for children in 

Grades K through 3. On Sundays when Katie is not able to be present, Laura Moran or Sally Jeswilkowski have been 

available as her substitute teachers. 



CURRENT LOCATIONS -   We are now holding our Younger Elementary Age Class (at 9:45) 

and Children’s Church (at 11:15) in the newly renovated space immediately below our sanctu-

ary.  

 

The Older Elementary Class is meeting in the large classroom off the playroom downstairs. 

 

Nursery Care is provided in the large playroom between our offices and the Parish Hall.  
 

Special Events: 

Our traditional FAMILIES’ WINTER BOWLING PARTY took place on January 29 from 3 to 5 pm. Four young 

families met with Pastor Doug and Katie at the AMF Bowling Alley at 1601 Washington Rd, Mt. Lebanon. Bowling,  

arcade cards, pizza, and soft drinks were pre-paid through the Children’s Ministry, and a good time was had by all!  

 

 

 

 

--Our last Service Event for Children and Families – the traditional BAK-

ING PARTY to benefit Meals on Wheels – took place on February 12. 

Once again, this was a virtual event, during which four families with youth and children connected via ZOOM while 

baking. Twelve dozen cookies were delivered to very grateful staff at Meals on Wheels on the following Tuesday!  



Coming Up Next: 

FUN EVENT: We are looking forward once again to a “Get your wiggles out”-

JUMPING PARTY at SKYZONE Canonsburg (at 281 Georgetown Rd, Can-

onsburg) on March 26, 2022 between 3 and 4:30 pm! Let Katie know how many 

from your family can make it, if you didn’t do so already!  

 

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE: Thanks to the loving 

instruction by our Music Director, Shay Carter, our Chil-

dren’s and Youth Choir is planning to present the East-

er mini-musical, entitled "Behold the Lamb of God!”, during 

our Palm Sunday Worship Service at 11 a.m. on 

April 10. Practices for this have already begun! 

 

 

Plans for EASTER SUNDAY are also in the works! Invite your friends and family, 

and plan to join us for Easter Brunch, our Easter Egg Hunt, and our Easter 

Celebration with Games on April 17 during the Sunday School Hour (9:45 – 

10:45 a.m.), to be followed by our Festive Easter Morning Worship Service at 

11a.m.!   

 

VBS Update:  

PCEPC’s VBS 2022 has been scheduled for July 11 - July 15, from 

9:30 am to 12:30 pm! The theme is Knights of North Castle: QUEST 

FOR THE KING’S ARMOR! 

This VBS will invite children to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 

power by exploring how we put on the armor of God.  Kids will take on the 

role of brave knights. They will begin their quest each day by opening the King’s 

Book. There, they will discover different pieces of protective armor – the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes 

of Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation – at work in the lives of familiar Bible characters. 

 

The children will explore how that armor works in their own lives as they follow and serve God. 

Help the children you know take up the gauntlet this summer and accept the challenge to “armor 

up” and be strong by remaining with God, and by sharing His love in a world that needs it more 

than ever! 
 

To register your child, or to register as a volunteer, please go 
to https://www.myvbs.org/peterscreekchurch/ 

 

--THANK YOU for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry! Please let me know of 

any questions, or suggestions, or concerns your may have!   
 

Yours, in Him, 

Katie Brandt 

katie@peterscreekchurch.org       

626-807-3784 © 
 

Your Next Gen Team (updated membership roster!): 

Katie Brand; Lesley Caesar, Randy Fraas; Sophia Getchell; Lynn Hutchison; Dianne Keller; Marion Maentz; Barb Wylie 

https://www.myvbs.org/peterscreekchurch/
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


 

An Update from the Music Ministry 

  

Greetings! 
 

Throughout my involvement with PCEPC over the past year, the Lord has richly blessed 

the Music Ministry with talented, hard-working musicians of all ages who have graciously 

lent their efforts to the preparation of a great many hymns, anthems, and liturgically 

themed selections. This Easter season, I am pleased to say that the Music Ministry will be 

sharing two musical programs with the congregation! 
 

The Children’s Choir will be presenting Behold the Lamb of God! This mini-musical, ar-

ranged by Nick Robertson, features three beautiful worship songs centered on the resur-

rection of our Redeemer and the promise of His return. The children of the PCEPC con-

gregation are hard at work preparing these pieces for Palm Sunday, and I know you will be touched by this wonderful 

program. 
 

The Adult Choir will be presenting Ransomed & Redeemed: Celebrat-

ing the Hope of Easter. This heart-stirring program, arranged in four-

part harmony by sacred musician Bradley Knight, features a blend of 

traditional hymns and contemporary favorites. These rousing med-

leys and thought-provoking ballads are juxtaposed with Scripture-

based readings that encourage meditation on the significance of East-

er. We look forward to sharing this program with you all! 
 

I hope you will join us for the presentation of both of these programs during the 11am worship service on Palm 

Sunday, April 10th! 
 

Many thanks to the incredible musicians at PCEPC for sharing your gifts with the congregation this Easter season. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Shay Carter 

“O Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” Psalms 95:1 NRSV 

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee 
 

The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of cof-

fee.  We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing.  If anyone wishes to 

voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff members of 

the fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then.  The coffee will be 

delivered promptly to the veteran's home.  Let us help to do away with their rationing of 

coffee.  Let us help them to enjoy their time with a cup of coffee. 
 

Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.  

Ongoing Support for the GWC Food Bank  
 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for now, the 

Mission Team is asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries each month. The 

money collected each month will then be sent to the Greater Washington County Food Bank. Let 

us help families who cannot afford to put food on their table.  
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Township Food 

Pantry monthly and donate it to the GEC Food Bank each month.  Make your checks payable to 

the church and note on the check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to the 

church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile 

App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select Food Banks.  This is a great way to use our web-

site or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you never forget. 



 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

MARCH 

Missions of the Month 

Light of Light Rescue Mission 
 

For the past 70 years the Light of Life mission has 

been a place where hope and healing meet for men, 

women and families experiencing homelessness, 

poverty and addictions. Last year alone they provid-

ed over 250,000 meals and 8,000 nights of shelter to 

those in need in Allegheny County.  Light of Life 

transforms lives through the love of Christ by providing food, shelter and 

hope to those in our community who are struggling. 
 

In March we will be collecting items and moneys to help them provide these 

critical services.  

The items we are collecting are: 

Travel size hygiene products: (toothpaste, shampoo, body wash), Razors – 

Men’s & Women’s, Full size shaving cream – Men’s & Women’s, Deodorant 

– Men’s & Women’s, Diapers – newborn, size 2 & size 4 
 

We will also collect monetary donations to help with the amazing services 

they provide. Please check out their website Home - Light of Life Rescue 

Mission to learn more, as this organization does far more than can be out-

lined here! 
 

Please mark your giving envelopes March MOM or Light of Life.  

You may also give on our website or our mobile giving app.  Un-

                                               Ukraine Relief 
 

In light of current world events happening in Eastern Europe - our hearts and prayers go out to 

the Ukrainian people.  The Mission Team are adding a second MOM this month - a collection for 

aid to Ukraine.  The EPC has launched an international disaster relief fund to help relieve suffering 

when needs arise round the world that are outside the scope of the domestic EPC Emergency Re-

lief Fund, used for situations in North America. Donations are forwarded to EPC World Outreach 

workers “on the ground” in affected areas, international ministry partners, or to other appropriate 

agencies and organizations at the discretion of EPC leadership.  

For more information the link to the website is https://epconnection.org/2022/03/01/international-disaster-relief-fund-

launched-as-ukraine-crisis-widens/?fbclid=IwAR0dX5pF04Cl1LqA9aRh3rHXt14MXz96A-

hThrKNnHNrt21ME_d2bO_I5TE 
 

Watching the news over the past few days has shown people who have lost their homes - family members who have 

lost their lives and families who are being pulled apart as men stay to defend Ukraine and women are acting to get their 

children out of harm’s way.   
 

While we, in this country, have experienced disasters - we have not had war fought on our home soil for a very long 

time.  One of our charges as Christians is to help others in their time of need.  Please prayerfully consider this request 

and give generously. 
 

Please mark your giving envelopes Ukraine Relief.  You may also give on our website or our mobile giv-

ing app.  Under the General Donation dropdown choose Ukraine Relief. 
 

Thank you and God bless 
 

Your Mission Team 

https://www.lightoflife.org/
https://www.lightoflife.org/

