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From Our Pastor
Don’t Give Up Chocolate for Lent, Instead Read the Book of Revelation!

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to
heart what is written in it, because the time is near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV)

T

he time of Lent is near at hand! The last Wednesday of this month is, in fact, Ash Wednesday. This is the
beginning of Lent. In Church history this period has been used as a time for preparation for Easter 46 days
later. You might want to give up chocolate during this time, but I advise against it. It won’t make you any
closer to God. But what I do advise is taking time to study a portion of Scripture with more intentionality.
That is just what I plan on doing in my sermons during Lent. When I conclude the series from John 8, I will turn to the
Book of Revelation. We will specifically look at the first 3 chapters and Jesus’ messages to the seven Churches in Asia
Minor (modern day Turkey). Seven weeks with seven Churches. The lessons to be learned from studying these
Churches are practical for life and faith. All the Churches addressed have unique struggles in their quest to be faithful
to their calling. Their struggles are our struggles! We face the same temptations and depending on where one lives in
the world, the same persecutions.
As time permits during 2020 and early 2021, I will return to the Book of Revelation one or two chapters at a time until
I have preached through the entire book. Revelation has been called, “intriguing,” “strange,” even “incomprehensible!”
John Calvin purportedly admitted he did not understand the book, Martin Luther called it a “moot prophecy.” The reason Luther said this is that he held the entire book was already fulfilled near the time of its writing. A current day celebrity, Megan Fox, said: “I've read the 'Book of Revelation' a million times. It does not make sense, obviously. It needs
to be decoded.”
Many people have tried to decode the book. Some of the more fanciful ideas that appeared from time to time: Hitler
and Mussolini both were considered to be the Anti-Christ. In the 1970’s a whole host of candidates were named: Jimmy Carter, and humorously Juan Carlos, the late king of Spain, just to name two I can remember off the top of my head.
Some other interesting ideas floated are related to the locusts in chapter 7. Some have identified them with M-1
Abrams tanks and Apache Helicopters.
Most mainline and Reformed pastors avoid the book despite the fact that those who read this book aloud in the congregation can expect to be blessed. Paul told Timothy, “Until I come, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” (1 Timothy 4:13 NEB) Paul also wrote, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2
Timothy 3:16-17 NIV) The Book of Revelation is Scripture therefore we can grow in our faith by it.
Having said all that does not make the Book of Revelation any less difficult to understand. There are essentially four
views on how to interpret the Book:
Historicist, the Book of Revelation covers the entire scope of Church history from the beginning to the end
Preterist, the Book of Revelation has already been fulfilled
Futurist, everything in the Book of Revelation after chapter 3 will be fulfilled in the future

Spiritual, no single fulfillment can be expected from the Book, but one can draw principles on how to live
Christian life from the symbolic and figurative language used in the Book
Revelation is not written in “code,” therefore it does not require an extra-biblical decoder ring. After careful consideration I believe, not everything in Revelation is in the future. It was written to churches in the past. This is where we
will spend Lent, on these historical churches. Not everything in Revelation happened in the past. The second coming
of Christ is yet to be. There are actual historical events mentioned in the Book, even some passages that seem to require a literal interpretation. The goal is to allow Revelation to interpret itself. That’s my goal. Remember I won’t be
teaching through the Book all year, I will break it up as the Lord leads and as my study progresses.
Let’s remember the promise of the Book itself: Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed
are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV) and the promise
of Paul, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV).

The lawsuit is finally over!
On Sunday, January 19th the Congregation formed a Prayer Circle to give thanks to God for bringing an end to the
lawsuit.

Children’s Ministry News
February 2020
Here’s to a Happy and Blessed New Year 2020,
Friends in Christ!
Amazing New Beginnings have already occurred in
our very midst this year!

Before I launch into my report, I do want to thank you once again for all the
love and support, gifts, meals, and prayers you’ve showered our family with in
the aftermath of Doug’s hospitalization….!!!We are so blessed to be part of the
PCEPC Family!! May our Lord bless you richly in return!!!

On Sundays:
Nursery Care for the 11 o’clock service continues to be offered faithfully. We are looking for an additional team
leader, so if you know a junior or senior in high school with the corresponding experience and interest, please let me
know!

In all three children’s Sunday School classes, we have begun teaching a new curriculum! This is a venture that was
suggested by PCEPC's "Next Gen" Team, co-led by Katie and Marion -- a team working to serve both children and
youth in our congregation. The Next Gen team had been tasked by our session to assist parents in our church
in catechizing their children, i.e., in helping the children get rooted in the faith in a systematic, structured (but also
enjoyable) manner.
We have therefore, beginning with the first Sunday of this month, begun teaching the “First Catechism" curriculum called "Kids' Quest Catechism Club". "Kids' Quest Catechism Club" is
a publication by GCP, or Great Commission Publications. The lessons in this curriculum are based on
the Westminster Shorter Catechism, one of the
key standards of the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church.
In addition to the typical activity papers, the curriculum uses songs and interactive activities. The core piece of instruction, however, is a little booklet with 150 Catechism questions, phrased in age appropriate language. Parents and other caregivers are encouraged
to study several of these questions with their children each week, as detailed in the takehome papers. Over time, the kids in this “club” will remember time-tested, clear, and
concise answers to some of the world’s most important questions ever!
…Ask some of the members of our young families about the “Kids' Quest Catechism Club" some time!
In Children’s Church, we are continuing to hear a new lesson from our wonderful Gospel Light book about the
Fruit of the Spirit, called “God’s Kids Grow.” Children’s Church is always enjoyable, and gives both teacher and children
a lot to think about!

Special Events:
1. The Lord be praised for a festive and memorable Advent- and Christmas-Season at PCEPC! As in many years past,
we were blessed by several of our families with young children leading us in the Advent Devotions and the lighting of
the Advent Wreath.

On the First Sunday in Advent, the Nguyen
Family led our devotion.

On the Second Sunday in Advent, the Jones
Family led our devotion.

On the Third Sunday in Advent, the Fowler
Family led our devotion.

On the Fourth Sunday in Advent, the Hutchison
Family led our devotion.

During the Family Worship Service on Christmas
Eve, the Jeswilkowski Family led our devotion.

On the Sunday after Christmas, the Ho-Falls Family led our
devotion.

2. We had a wonderful time at the All-Church Christmas Dinner, Singalong, and Talent Show on December 8!

3. God helped us to bring a whole new pageant, entitled “His Name is Jesus!”, to the congregation during our Christmas Eve Family Worship Service this year! And with Eric Beeko having practiced the corresponding song, “His Name is Jesus!”, with the Children’s Choir, the whole Family Service became an
inspiring reminder of the breadth and depth of God’s love for us. God had planned for our Salvation through
His Son, Jesus – Yeshua- Emmanuel - throughout the ages!
Thank you to Marion Maentz for helping with the rehearsals; Thank you to Eric Beeko for leading the Children’s
Choir; and Thank you to the parents who practiced their children’s parts with them at home!! The youngsters
did a wonderful job acting, speaking, and singing, to the Glory of God!

COMING UP NEXT:
Special children's activities will be offered during the Celebration Luncheon and ensuing Congregational Meeting, which
are planned for Sunday, March 1st, immediately following worship. Come hungry and enjoy!
Also, in late March look forward to our annual Cookie Baking Service Event. More details to follow soon.

…THANK YOU, Church Family, for all your support of this Children’s Ministry!!
Please keep praying for all the children and families in our congregation; and please let me know if you
have any comments, questions, or suggestions…!
Yours, in Him,
Katie Brandt
To our Church family and friends –
We want to thank every one of you for your continued and faithful prayers for our grandson, Oliver and our children (Samantha and Matthew Rubin).
I know that without that outpouring of Faith and Love – we might not be celebrating Oliver’s
homecoming. God’s hand guided the doctors -nurses and technicians in their care of Oliver
over the past 85 days. Some of those days were better than others.
Again thank you for all the prayers – cards – support and hugs over the past 2 months +.
God Is Good. All The Time - Barb and Art Ritter
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Mission of the Month
Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic (PWC)
The Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic provides compassionate support to
women and families in our community who are affected by unplanned pregnancy. The clinic is a non-profit care clinic providing
free medical services and accurate information on all options regarding pregnancy. The Pittsburgh Women's Clinic faithfully works to
protect the lives of the unborn in our community through Christianbased counseling and other programs. Of the women the clinic interviews 96% are actively planning to abort. Many babies’ lives are
saved for adoption and they also provide services to those who have
elected birth to support them in caring and raising their child.
How may we help? We can help with our donations and our prayers. We will provide baby bottles for families to take and fill with
coins, bills or a check. Place a note inside the bottle with your name
if you would like credit on your giving statement. Please return all
baby bottles by Sunday, March 1st.
Adoption is personally known to some members of our church family. Those adopted children are treasured just as if they were of our
flesh and have been God given to us.
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