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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 
Who is the Christ of Christmas?  

 
Do you ever get tired of hearing repetitive catch phrases like: “Have an attitude of gratitude,” or “Jesus is the reason 

for the season?”  They are good phrases, but if I hear them too much, I can’t help it that I want more.  By more, I mean 

more depth.  

 

There is far more to the Christ of Christmas than we can think or imagine.  After Jesus grew up and well into His minis-

try, He had the following exchange with His disciples:  

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 

Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He 

said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 16: 13-17 ESV)  

 

This is a very profound event in the life of the disciples and Jesus’ self-disclosure.  He is the Son of the Living 

God!  What does that mean exactly?  Very simply, it means that Jesus is God Incarnate.  This makes the Christ of 

Christmas far and above any of the great personages of history!  

 

The Incarnation of the Son of God is what we gather to cele-

brate!  All four Gospels present a united picture of Jesus, He is a 

person with Two Natures, divine and human.  The angel spoke these 

words to the shepherds the night Jesus was born:   

 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:11 NIV) This is a very clear declaration of 

Jesus’ identity.  He is Messiah, Israel’s savior, but He is more, He is 

the Lord.  

  

To call Jesus Lord, was to equate Him with God.  In the public reading of the Old Testament the word “Lord” was sub-

stituted for God’s proper name.  The Septuagint, which is a translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek, 

substituted the proper name for God with the Greek word for “Lord!” The word substitutions were made out of re-

spect and honor to God.    

 

The thinking in many areas of “so-called” Christianity is that Jesus was the greatest ethical teacher the world has ever 

produced.  This is true as far as it goes.  But what can another ethical teacher help us with, really?  In this case Jesus 

would be the top of the top 5 greatest people.  The Christ of Christmas in much more than this.  

 

B.B. Warfield wrote:  

  

"Go back into the history of Christianity as far as you will, you will nowhere find the least support for the notion that 

Jesus was revered on the ground of his purely human activity and attributes, say as the founder of a religion, as teacher  



Streaming Instructions 
 

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service  on Facebook at 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  You do not need to have a Facebook 

account.   

 

Those of you who do not have a Facebook account of your own will 

now only be able to view each worship service once you click on 

the specific link that will take you to that live stream.  That link will 

not exist until the video is going live, i.e. about 15 minutes before the worship 

hour.  We will post that link on our website under the worship tab once it is created each Sun-

day, so please look for it there https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship)!  

of morals, or even only as religious ethical example.”  

 

In other words, since the earliest time of Christianity Jesus has never been worshipped as a mere man, but as the Son 

of God.  Therefore, the content of the Gospel has always been faith in Jesus Christ, the God-Man.  

 

All during December we will be looking at the Christ of Christmas.  On Sunday morning we are looking at the theme 

God With Us.  The prophecies of Isaiah which speak of the divine\human aspect of Jesus Christ.  On Wednesday even-

ing, we will be looking at the challenges to this truth about Jesus.  

 

It is the Two Natured person who is the Christ of Christmas.  He is the only One who can give us peace, bring us light, 

and save us from our sins.  

 

 The people who walked in darkness  

     have seen a great light;  

 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,  

     on them has light shone. Isaiah 9:2 ESV  

 

This Christmas let’s celebrate God become man, the Christ of Christmas, and walk by the light that is eternal!  

 

Merry Christmas!  

 

Your Pastor and Friend,  

 

Doug Brandt  

https://peterscreekchurch.org/worship


Children’s Ministry News 

December 2022 
 

Hello, Dear PCEPC Family! 

While it’s not quite winter yet, it is, in fact, 

ADVENT – one of the most wonderful Seasons 

of all!  May the LORD meet you inmids t of all 

the demands and stresses of everyday life, 

and remind you that He has come – He is 

here, with us – and He is coming AGAIN!  Re-

alizing that, let us join together in worship 

and in fellowship, in adoration, and in expectation! 

PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry can already look back on a busy couple of 

months since the beginning of this Sunday School year: 

Birthdays:   

We have a new baby in the congregation (yes, another one since Octo-

ber�  !!): 

Hazel Noelle Niznik, daughter or Rosie and Ryan Niznik and grand-

daughter or Rose and Randy Fraas, was born the day before Thanksgiv-

ing (November 23), and came home for the Holiday!  

 Welcome, little one; and Congratulations to the whole family!! 

 

 

 

Bryn Elizabeth DeWoody, meanwhile, turned two years old on November 18…. 

Maddalena Maronde celebrated her third Birthday on November 26, two days after Thanksgiving… 

And Alex Nguyen (no longer a child - a youth!) turned twelve years old on November 28! 

This month, Ben Caesar will be celebrating his 9th birthday on December 2nd;  

and Mianna Maronde will turn 8 on the last day of the year! 

--Congratulations and Best Wishes to all our BIRTHDAY BOY AND -GIRLS!! 



On Sundays:  

Both Sunday School and Children’s Church have been moving 

along smoothly. On the one Sunday in Mid-October when Doug 

and I were in Connecticut, my able substitute teachers were Cyndi 

Taylor in the Older Elementary Class, and Sally Jeswilkowski in Chil-

dren’s Church.   

 

 

The search for our next Youth Director is ongoing – please pray for the 

Search Team, and for the right person for this important position to be 

found soon!! 

Andy Hromoko, with assistance from Randy Fraas and Marion Maentz, is 

faithfully continuing to teach the Youth Sunday School Class.  

A Great Big Thank you to each of them!! 

 

Children’s Church moment: 

   

Creating a candle holder …. “shining Christ’s Light from the inside out” 



Sunday School moments: 

   

 

 

>>All one happy group – but with diverse, interesting, individual talents! 

 

--Thanks to our Nursery Caregiver Team, our nursery has been staffed each Sunday, as well, and 

usually sees several happy little “clients” on Sunday mornings!  



As of November 1st, we have welcomed Audrey Jeswilkowski 

as the newest member of our nursery caregiver team!  

(Here’s Audrey with Will Toohey) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events: 

Baptism of Will Toohey  
On Sunday, November 20, Will Toohey – son of Emily and Sean Toohey, and grandson of Celia 

and Terry Toohey—was baptized.  

 

  



 

 

   

Rather than being carried, Little Will walked down the aisle with the pastor to meet the congre-

gation on his own two feet. 

 

Our latest Special Event was our celebratory Worship Service held on November 

27, the First Sunday of this Advent Season. Eric and Lynn Hutchison, along with 

their sons Nolan and Caleb, led the congregation in the lighting of the Advent 

wreath. 



Coming Up Next: 

In preparation for more special Worship Services, our con-

gregation’s families have been asked to consider signing up 

to lead us in an Advent Wreath Lighting ceremony during 

the Advent- and Christmas Season. 

An eagerly anticipated Fun- and Fellowship event, our All-

Church Christmas Luncheon, was held on December 4, im-

mediately following the worship service! Church mem-

bers of all ages have also been asked to consider partici-

pating in our annual Talent Show, which will be follow-

ing that luncheon.  

 

Finally --practices for this year’s Christmas Pageant, to be presented 

during our Family Worship Service at 5:30 pm on December 24, will be occur-

ring throughout the month of December. Both youth (as readers) and children (as 

costumed characters) will be involved. We are looking forward to A Night 
Like No Other!  

--THANK YOU for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s 

Ministry! Please let me know of any questions, sugges-

tions, or concerns your may have!  

Yours, in Him,   Katie Brandt 

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 
 

Your Next Gen Team:  Katie Brandt; Lesley Caesar, Randy Fraas; Sophia Getchell; Andy Hromo-

ko; Lynn Hutchison; Dianne Keller; Marion Maentz; Barb Wylie 

mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org
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Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Shay Carter 

   Director of Music Ministry 

   shay@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt0 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Danielle McCloskey 

   Office Manager 

   danielle@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

December 

Missions of the Month 

Angel Tree 

The Mission team is anxious to begin working on our Mission of 

the Month for December– our Angel Tree.  We have chosen two 

families that would be greatly blessed by our gifts. 

 

There are still many gifts that need to be purchased for this year's 

Angel Tree. The Mission Team is helping two refugee families (9 

children total) who have very few clothes and no games or toys to 

entertain them when they are not in school. Please remember 

that they may not be able to read English very well when choosing 

a game. 

 

If you are not a shopper, please consider donating money and the 

Mission Team will do the shopping for you. 

 

The gifts should not be wrapped, and no tag is needed.  The Mis-

sion Team will wrap and label the gifts as needed. (If you buy a 

piece of clothing, a gift receipt would be appreciated since we are 

unsure of their specific sizes.) The Mission Team will be wrapping 

the gifts December 17 so there is still time to shop.  Gifts may be 

dropped off at the office next week during office hours (Tuesday 

through Thursday from 9 until 3 and Friday 9 until noon). 

 

If you are not able to shop for the items you may make donations 

to purchase gifts for the Angel Tree recipients.  Please mark your 

giving envelopes December MOM or Angel Tree.  You may also 

give on our website or our mobile giving app.  Under the General 

Donation dropdown choose November MOM (Angel Tree).  

Thanks in advance for blessing these children, as we are blessed. 

 

 

 

2022 Christmas Cantata: “A Promise Kept: The 

Blessing of Christmas”  
   

Greetings!  
   
As the Advent season approaches, the PCEPC Adult Choir is hard at work 

preparing our Christmas program for the 2022 season, “A Promise Kept: The Blessing of Christmas.” This choral 

presentation, arranged by sacred musician Marty Parks, will feature beautiful renditions of timeless carols along with 

brand-new compositions. The blend of traditional Christmas favorites and original pieces centers on God’s fulfillment 

of Old Testament prophecy through His Son and the promise of a new life in Him.   

  

We invite you to join us during the 11am service on Sunday, December 11th, as we share this program with the 

PCEPC community. It is sure to be a morning of great music and reflection on the joys this season brings!  

  

  In Christ,  

Shay Carter  


