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The 

Church Chimes 

L isa Bowman, a freelance writer, “Is it normal to feel sad that Christmas isn’t as magical as it was when you 

were younger?”  Does Christmas feel like that to you, now that you are an adult?  Its a lot of work and its anti

-climactic.  Sometimes it just makes you sad.  It just doesn’t follow through on its promise! 
 

Bowman decided to ask a psychologist just what in the heck was going on.  She consulted Dr. Martin Graff, a Reader 

(roughly equivalent to an Associate Professor) in Psychology at the School of Psychology, University of South Wales.  

Martin said some very interesting things, chief among them was this observation: 
 

When you’re a kid, you’re getting things unconditionally – there’s no thinking about, “Do I have to do this? Do I 

have to do that?” 
 

It’s just the time of year when you get presents! And what can be better than it? 
 

‘So in behaviourist terms, you’re getting some kind of reinforcement, you’re getting something for nothing – so 

why would you not associate that time of year with it being magical and fantastic? 
 

‘You’re getting all this stuff and you’re not doing anything for it, and when you get older, that doesn’t happen.’ 
 

We adults are all too familiar with ‘it doesn’t happen’ without a lot of work.  Martin probably has some good sugges-

tions as to why we can feel sad and let down at Christmas.  But something he said struck a chord for me, “When you’re a 

kid, you’re getting things unconditionally – there’s no thinking about, “Do I have to do this? Do I have to do that?”  When we 

were kids, we were getting things unconditionally!  Now that we are adults, we have to work for everything. 
 

Martin lays out the facts of life in a straightforward way.  But let’s think about the meaning of Christmas.  Jesus the Son 

of God, born to a Virgin – for what purpose – to give us life, unconditionally, just for the believing! Jesus said, “The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10 ESV)  “For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 

shall we be saved by his life!” (Roms 5:10 ESV) 
 

The passage of Scripture that converted Charles Spurgeon was Isaiah 45:22, “Look to Me, and be saved, 

All you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.”  The preacher preaching that Sunday said “All it took 

was a look, looking wasn’t hard.  It was an easy thing to do.  All one need do is look to Christ and be saved!” 
 

If that’s what Christ came to do, then that’s the biggest gift we can receive at Christmas.  Thus, we never have to give 

up our childhood excitement, because one greater than our parents, greater than “Santa”, gives us His life just for the 

looking!  
  
What a great comfort that message is during our time of pandemic.  2020 will pass away, and is passing away into histo-

ry, but the work of Jesus Christ at Christmas will go on forever! 
 

Merry Christmas. 

 

Read more: https://metro.co.uk/2017/12/25/is-it-normal-to-feel-sad-that-christmas-isnt-as-magical-as-it-was-when-you-

were-younger-7180162/?ito=cbshare  

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



Ways to give: 

 

1.   Mail: 

Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.   

 

2.   Online Banking: 

Use online banking to send a check to the church office.  Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s 

name Peters Creek EPC.  You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone 

number (724-941-6210).  

  

3.   Website Giving:  

Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website  

http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile  on the Giving page that you can just click on. 

 

• If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future 

gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter 

your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring. 

 

4.   Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the 

app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

 

On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials,  World 

Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund.  You can even donate to several funds in one 

transaction.  If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the church office at 

724 941 6210.   

Christmas Eve Services 
  

December 24, 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 

 

Join us for a Family Candlelight Service in our Sanctuary.  Both 

services will be the same this year.  Only 25 people will be al-

lowed at each service.  Sign ups were sent out last week on a 

CCB Needs List email.  You may also call the church office to 

be put on the list.  No nursery care will be available.  
 

We will be live streaming the 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

on Facebook.  The link to the church's public Facebook page is 

(https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/). 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile
http://tithe.ly/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/


Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities 

PCEPC is blessed to be able to offer three separate adult Sunday morning classes.  These learning opportunities 

range from a straight Bible study to life application practices from Scripture to the study of the theological principles 

of Reformed faith.  In this day in which many individuals are rejecting God’s truth in favor of relative truth, we en-

courage everyone to participate in one of these classes to further your understanding of God’s absolute truth and its 

meaning in your life. 
 

These classes will be offered at slightly different times and in a combination of formats:  

In-person classes will be held in the classrooms on the ground floor of the old portion of St. David’s directly 

below the sanctuary we now use.  Signage will be available to help you locate your room.   

Online classes will be conducted via Zoom.  Links to connect to your class will be sent out by the church office 

so please pay close attention to messages coming from office. 
 

The Gospel of John   9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

Leaders: Carl Maronde and Jim DeWoody 

Format: Online Only 

This class will be an in-depth study of The Gospel According to John.  John explains the mystery of the person 

of Jesus as the eternal Son of God and is the most theologically and philosophically profound Gospel account. 

Zoom Meeting ID 876 4479 4044 (New Meeting ID Number starting 1/3/2021) 
 

The Satisfied Life    9:45 - 10:45 a.m.   

Leaders: Stephen Getchell & Scott Maronde  

Format: Online 

Jesus came to give a “rich and satisfying life” (John 10:10 NLT). This class will help attenders to discover Jesus 

and practice the principles of The Satisfied Life from the Book of Genesis. 

Zoom Link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6165431946 
 

Book of  Revelation  9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 

Leader: Denny Hutchison 

Format: In-Person and Online 

The purpose of the study is to pursue the blessings (as is promised in Chapter 1) of the Book of Revelation, to 

understand its relevance to our times and our lives, to relate the Book to the rest of Scripture, especially the 

Gospel, and to weave it with the most blessed orthodox content of our faith as is expressed in the creeds and 

confessions of the Church. 

Zoom Meeting ID 818 0720 3187 

 

 

 



Children’s Ministry News 

December 2020 
 

Hello, dear PCEPC Family!!  

Well, we’ve been through some very cold and blustery, not to mention white 

and snowy, days already… --however, our hearts are warmed by the GOOD 

NEWS of Jesus CHRIST Himself having entered our world, and of HIM being 

with us forever… and by HIM keeping us connected through His HOLY SPIRIT -- 

even if we still have to wait a while longer to see one another in person 

again…!    

As for Children’s Ministry News…: 

 

First of all, a shout-out and lots of good wishes for Ben Caesar, who turned 7 years old 

on December 2nd!  

 

Coming up before long now are the following Birthdays:  

Mianna Maronde will turn 6 on December 31;  

and Marino Maronde will turn 8 on January 5, 2021!! 

 

--Wishing them each a wonderful day to celebrate, and a Blessed New Year of Life 

ahead! 

 

On Sundays: 
 

Children’s Sunday School has continued to go well! For the times when we don’t meet, parents have been provided 

online options to teach their kids with at home.  

On the past two Sundays, Advent-related teaching and activities were offered in lieu of the regular curriculm.  

Unless in-person worship is called off, we are also offering Children’s Church for children in K – 3 during the 11 

o’clock worship service. However, we have not yet started up offering childcare during either the 9:45 hour or 

during the 11 am worship hour, because of concerns related to COVID-19.  

 

Special Events: 

Our Mission Project for October and November was our church's annual drive to fill shoeboxes for children in 

need. We had been asking that parents get their whole families, especially their children, involved in Operation Christ-

mas Child, organized by the Missions Team. The PCEPC congregation as a whole donated 45 shoeboxes of presents 

to Operation Christmas Child (five of which had been completed online)! 

 

At the beginning of Advent, each family participating in our congregation’s Children’s Program was given the book “25 

Days of the Christmas Story (An Advent Family Experience)” by Dr. Josh and Christi Straub (B & H Publishing 

Goup, 2020).  This beautifully illustrated family devotional helps kids and parents engage with the Christmas Story 

through in-depth Bible character studies and memory-making activities. I’ve received some very happy feedback al-

ready!  

 

As part of a Missions Project for December, interested children in our congregation have been creating and send-

ing “Thinking of you”- and “Merry Christmas”-cards to some members of our congregation who are currently 

sheltering in place due to the pandemic. Between the artistic talent of the kids and their heartfelt good wishes, these 

cards are sure to bring some Christmas Cheer! 



As a Special Worship Service-related project, we invited our PCEPC Families (families including children or youth!) 

to participate in the creation of a story video. Each participating family filmed, at their own home, their children 

reading a page or two of the special Christmas Story I had chosen. All individual videos were then edited and put to-

gether by a professional film editor in Los Angeles, a friend of the Brandt family, as ONE CHRISTMAS STORY for our 

whole church to enjoy. 

 

(This project has taken the place of our traditional Christmas Pageant or any similar production this year, due to pan-

demic-related restrictions.) 

 

It has been incredibly exciting to see the individual clips of readings from each family coming in – in total, 11 PCEPC 

families participated in the making of this PCEPC Family Christmas Story Video! It will be shown for the first time 

during both worship services on Christmas Eve; and it will be accessible thereafter on our church’s Facebook page and 

our church website.  

 

Coming Up Next: 

Plans are being made for occasional virtual get-togethers for interested children during Christmas Break. Who might be 

up for a game of “Christmas Bingo” or a “Scavenger Hunt” at home? Yes, these meetings would have to be held via 

ZOOM, but there would be times built in for the kids (or youth) to jump up and run through the house….! -- I’ll be in 

touch… Let’s stay connected and join in some fun together over the Holidays! 

 

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of 

PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!  Please contact me with any 

concerns, questions, or suggestions your may have!   

 

Yours, in Him,    

          Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

626-807-3784 (c) 

 

 
*Your Next Gen Team Members:  Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike McCaig, Mari-

on Maentz, Scott Maronde, and Barb Wylie  

Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through 

the Sunday School offering.  The cost per month is $40.00 per child.  

Since there are only a few families in our Sunday School we could 

use some assistance from the Congregation to help cover this ex-

pense.  If 20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover 

the monthly cost to support these beautiful World Vision children.  

You can find more information about these 2 children by visiting the 

Mission section on our website http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/.  If you would like to help support this mission 

make your check payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the check to 

the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mo-

bile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to use our 

website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation. 

mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

905 E McMurray Road 

Venetia, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Mission of the Month 

Pat Premick Mission Work in Taiwan 
 

Over the last several years our church has helped to support Pat Premick 

in her missionary efforts as she sought to disciple in China.  We were for-

tunate to have had Pat worship with us last November and to be able to 

experience her powerful statement about her time in China; illustrating 

the growing need to help others worldwide know and grow in Christ.  She 

also updated us that her next calling would take her to Taiwan.  It was 

wonderful to witness her love and devotion to all those who she ministers 

to. 
 

For the past year Pat has been at work trying to transition from her time 

in China to being able to start her mission work in Taiwan.  The world-

wide pandemic has certainly added to the processes necessary for Pat to 

obtain her passports and to get her VISA updated so that she could enter 

Taiwan.  Pat was finally able to arrive in Taiwan in mid-October and by 

protocols, immediately had to quarantine for 14 days.  Hopefully by now, 

she has found an apartment and is getting well settled into life in Taiwan.  

Pat describes this journey as being God filled and inspired every step of 

the way. 
 

As Pat mentioned when she visited with us last year, the cost of living in 

Taiwan is much greater than it was in China.  Not to mention, the cost of 

relocating and getting re-established.  Our Missions Ministry Team would 

like to support Pat in her new venture and ask that you prayerfully consid-

er donating to Pat’s missionary work as December’s Mission of the Month. 
 

Please make any donations payable to PCEPC with a notation that you 

wish to have your contribution go towards funding for Pat’s upcoming ef-

forts.  You may also use our website or mobile giving option to 

make a donation.  On the General Fund dropdown choose De-

cember MOM.  Please keep Pat in your prayers as she continues her 

ministering to the world.  May God bless and keep her.  

Ongoing Support for the Greater Washington County Food Bank 

Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for now, 

the Mission Team is asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries each month. 

The money collected each month will then be sent to the Greater Washington County Food 

Bank.  They have been overwhelmed with a huge demand for food because of the Covidvirus 

shutdown and have broadened their outreach for sources of funding in the greater area to 

meet that demand.  Together, we can help considerably. 
 

Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Township 

Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the GWC Food Bank each month.  Make your checks 

payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to the church 

office.  You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by 

using the dropdown list under General Fund and select GWC Food Bank.  This is a great way to use our website 

or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you never forget. 


