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From Our Pastor
We Will Make a Difference!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all. (Psalm 34:19 ESV)

T

he New Century Bible translates that same passage this way, “People who do what is right may have many
problems, but the LORD will solve them all.”

We may be tempted to think, “Why do we find ourselves without a church building even though we were
faithful to Scripture?” Then you may have a follow up question, “How can we make a difference in the state
we are in?” Those are good questions! Furthermore, it is alright to take them to God! As a matter of fact, this is precisely what we should do!
I believe that Psalm 34 sums up the answer as to why these things have happened to us, and it also gives the solution. I
like both translations, they say essentially the same thing, The New Century Version puts it in the immediate vernacular. We all have problems. There are times our problems are caused because we are faithful, other times our problems
are caused just because we reside in a fallen world. Nevertheless, God promises to solve our problems.
We might be tempted to do a shoulda-coulda-woulda. But we should know by now that that never helps. One of the
great principles of the Gospel is that God forgives, renews, blesses, and establishes His people in every circumstance.
Paul writes to the Philippians about experiencing this in his own life. He was an up-and-coming Pharisee. He excelled in
knowledge and piety. But when Christ came into his life, he counted all that he had gained as nothing at all, except for
Christ.
There is more blessing and power in the “weakest” of Christ’s work than in all the prestige, power and influence the
world has to offer. The way we experience that is through faith and through patience in the problems we face. “People
who do what is right may have many problems, but the Lord will solve them all.” Solve them all! Not 60% or even 80%, but
the entire batch!
Have you heard of Jeremiah Lanphier? No? Well let me introduce him. He lived in
the mid 1800’s. Things in our country looked bleak in 1857. But Lanphier was a
man on a mission. He was desperate to see God move. One thing was for certain,
the problems that needed to be solved in this country could only be solved by God.
He believed in prayer and that God would answer the prayers of His people with a
refreshing move of the Holy Spirit. In late September of 1857, Lanphier began to
pass out flyers in New York city announcing a prayer meeting to ask for God’s
blessing on the city. It has been said that Lanphier probably handed out 20,000 flyers. This means, of course, that the flyer was read by more people than the initial
recipients. Today it would be like a Twitter post that is reposted over and over.
This flyer went “viral!”

On September 27, the day of the prayer meeting. Lanphier expected a large group of people, but he was the only one
to show up. After a little while, six people joined him. He continued to hold these meetings every week, and these
meetings grew exponentially! Thousands began to attend, and many thousands of people began to follow Christ.
Many are the problems of the Christian church in America right now. Many are our problems. I have three shelves of
books dedicated to strategies to solve these problems. Some suggest management, organizational change, and entertaining worship services. I believe these books largely miss the mark, because the problem is not out there, but in
here, in our hearts. No organization can effectively change the heart. Only God can do that. Guess what types of
prayers God answers? Prayers for these sorts of things.
Jeremiah Lanphier was an interesting man. One of his biographers said about him, "success did not elate him, nor was
he discouraged by indifference". He was a man of integrity and faith. Faith is the ability to believe that God will answer
our prayers despite slow starts and indifference. We can make a difference, through prayer and Christian unity, we
will make a difference!

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. You do not need to
have a Facebook account. The link to the church's public Facebook page is (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-EvangelicalPresbyterian-Church-111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask
whether you want to log in or create an account, but if you don't
want to do that, "x" out of the box with that prompt, and you will
then look right at the church's page!
Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page,
either scroll down (from the main cover photo and the list of videos
and favorite pictures on the top of the page) to get to the main news
feed, where you can see the live video, OR you can click on “videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will
show up with a red “live” icon in the top left corner. You may also watch past Sunday Worship Services on the video
page.

Sanctuary Flowers
We are in need of people to sign up for the flowers for the following Sundays: Sunday November
15, 29, December 1 and 27. The flower chart is on the table in the back of the Sanctuary or you
can call the office to sign up. The beautiful flowers are provided by Malone’s Flower Shop at a
cost of $30.00.

Inquirers' Class for Those Interested in Learning About Membership at PCEPC
Starting Sunday, September 13th, we will be holding a four-session long Inquirers’ Class for anyone interested in learning
more about becoming a new member Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church. Each class will meet immediately
following the Sunday morning worship service. Please call the church office at 724-941-6210 to register for the class or
for more information.

Amazon Smile
We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate
0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List.
Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your
charity account.

Audrey May’s 90th Birthday
On Sunday July 16 we celebrated Audrey Hast’s
90th Birthday! Her Granddaughter, Jamie, organized a drive-by birthday parade for her. Over
50 cars joined the parade from St. David’s
church past Audrey’s house. The Peters Township Fire Department and Police led the parade.

Dear Peters Creek EPC family,
I am so sorry for my delayed thank you for your financial gift of $1,015 in
January. I am currently waiting for my visa to be processed so I can begin my new
life and season in Taiwan. I’m hoping to depart around August 11th!
Thanks again for your partnership and prayers!
Blessings,
Pat Premick
Each month our Children’s Ministry supports two children through
the Sunday School offering. The cost per month is $40.00 per child.
Since there is no Sunday School now or in the near future we could
use some help from the Congregation to help cover this expense. If
20 people would donate $4.00 a month, we could cover the monthly
cost to support these beautiful World Vision children. You can find more information about these 2 children by visiting the Mission section on our website http://www.peterscreekchurch.org/. If you would like to help support this mission make your check payable to the church and note on the check or giving envelope World Vision and mail the
check to the church office. You may also donate on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the
Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select World Vision. This is a great way to
use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation.

Children’s Ministry News
August 2020
Hello, dear PCEPC Family!!
Hard to believe it’s August….or, is it?? Anyone else confused about what month it is, and how
we feel about that? In previous years, our August Chimes have usually been documenting another wonderfully busy VBS week … but that was not to be in 2020! God willing, next year we
will go on another VBS adventure together…! –But, in the meantime, we are already looking
forward to this fall, when hopefully, some day soon, we will get the kids together again in person!! Meanwhile– we’re staying in touch via mail and technology; and in prayer!

First of all, a shout-out and lots of wonderful wishes for our two birthday boys of the latter part of July: Rhys
Maentz turned 12 on July 14th , and Grayson Nguyen turned 6 on July 22nd!
(In upcoming days, Benny Fowler will turn 10 on August 15, and Caleb Hutchison will turn 9 on August 18!)

Secondly: Thanks to some wonderful parent photographers, we have more snapshots of our younger church family
members to share with you again !

Summer is for baseball (Andrew,
Ben, Evie, and Matthew Caesar)

…and for golf… (Matthew, Ben,
and Andrew)

…and for enjoying the outdoors
(Ben, Andrew, and Evie)

Summer is also for fishing… (Lucas
and Benny Fowler)!

Summer may mean working on art
(Holly and Melody Jones)…

Summer may mean exploring nature parks Daniel, Grayson, and
Alex Nguyen)…

Summer may include enjoying the
church’s care package (Maiya,
Maddalena, Marino, and Mianna
Maronde)…

…and thanking the essential heroes
in health care, and elsewhere
(Audrey and McKenna Jeswilkowski)

Summer can be a time to help beautify our area (Calvin,
Russell, and Ryan Falls)!

Helping out (Caleb and Nolan Hutchison)

Someone is just learning to get around (Asa Oliver, son of Steven
and Jessica)!

Thirdly, while I have been sending suggestions of online
Christian resources to our families, and will continue to do
so, I finally put together another Care Package for all our
families with children between infancy and sixth grade. Inside
were activity books for each child, and a book to be read
aloud for each family….
The Activity Books are called “Grow Like Jesus” , offering
children you a great number of FUN and INTERESTING activities (to choose from!), which will give them a clear path for
growth in specific areas … all while being entertained and challenged in a Bible-based manner.
The author is Dema Kohen of We are KidMin . He designed
the activities to challenge kids intellectually, physically relationally, and spiritually – patterned after Luke 2:52,“And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and
man.” (Luke 2:52)
(Cf. https://wearekidmin.com/blog/growing-up-like-jesus?
fbclid=IwAR315jzdoeXhrqlbXDvYIuxEhC24bGsLYPAEubfrU3YevgSCkPs3wJKkkmQ)
…I hope our families find a lot of the activities to be engaging and exciting!
--The second item I included in the care package is a book that I was very excited
to realize existed, after I had read one of the most compelling articles I had seen
about our nation’s struggle with injustice.
This article (introduced by my favorite living Christian writer, Randy Alcorn) was
written by Shai Linne, a Black Christian, singer and pastor
(https://www.epm.org/blog/2020/Jun/15/shai-linne-shares-experience?
fbclid=IwAR2yW2X7hhery-os6domvVqQbhxMgfkqKtgxoymfm5sBA5dZgexTwbKIGSw).
Turns out Shai Linne has also written this Children’s book, and the accompanying
song! To quote from the New Growth Press website:
“This beautifully illustrated children's book invites kids to explore God's design for ethnic
diversity and challenges readers—both parents and children—to learn and live out counter-cultural, biblical views, fostering a lifelong celebration of diversity for the glory of God. (…)
https://newgrowthpress.com/god-made-me-and-you-celebrating-gods-design-for-ethnic-diversity/
You can listen to Shai Linne’s song, “God made me AND you”, here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGyRAQrum4A

Finally, as we have begun worshiping in person again, albeit with many precautions, please be sure that we will continually evaluate guidelines from the CDC and from the governor, as we plan any future in-person meetings specifically for families and children! The decision whether to offer in-person Children’s Church, Sunday School, and possibly
even Nursery again in September will be considered by the staff, the Next Gen Team and Session with input from all
families; and will be communicated ASAP. Online resources will continually be made available, as will the opportunity
to meet with one another and with me via ZOOM.
Please join me in praying for all the children and families in our congregation!
Yours in Christ,

Katie Brandt, Director of Children’s Ministries (Cell# 626-807-3784)
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Mission of the Month
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As many of you will remember, for the past few years we have held a
mission event in August called Mission Possible, which focused our efforts
in helping to meet the needs of others around the world. As we all
know, due to the pandemic the needs are many and any gifts that we can
provide will go a long way in helping to address the suffering felt in so
many areas of the world today.
This year we are trying to tailor this event to be able to focus on worthy
world mission opportunities in a manner that is safe for all those who
wish to donate. For the month of August, we ask that you consider the
mission opportunities below:
Feed My Starving Children – helping to feed children worldwide
Doctors Without Borders – helping to support medical care worldwide
 Clean Water thru World Vision – helping to provide deep wells,
clean water and sanitation



If you wish to donate to any (or all) of them, please do so via check made
payable to the church with a notation on the check to which mission you
wish to contribute to. If you are attending church services on Sunday,
please feel free also to leave donations in the offering plate that is in the
Narthex.
The Missions Ministry Team is ever grateful for your recent generous
donations that have benefited our local area in helping to meet the needs
that have arisen due to COVID 19. We hope you will join us in our efforts to help those in need worldwide at this time. Please mark your
giving envelopes August MOM or Mission Possible.
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than noon each Wednesday.
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Ongoing Support for the Greater Washington County Food Bank
Since the Peters Township Food Pantry has decided to close their doors permanently for now,
the Mission Team is asking that the Congregation give money instead of groceries each month.
The money collected each month will then be sent to the Greater Washington County Food
Bank. They have been overwhelmed with a huge demand for food because of the Covidvirus
shutdown and have broadened their outreach for sources of funding in the greater area to meet
that demand. Together, we can help considerably.
Please consider giving the money that you usually spent on groceries for the Peters Township
Food Pantry monthly and donate it to the GWC Food Bank each month. Make your checks payable to the church and
note on the check or giving envelope GWC Food Bank and mail the check to the church office. You may also donate
on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General Fund and select GWC Food Bank. This is a great way to use our website or mobile giving option and you can set it up as a recurring monthly donation so you never forget.

