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From Our Pastor
n March, the Session reviewed legislation before Congress that threatens to have an unfavorable impact on our
free exercise of religion. The Session understands that our primary calling as Christians is to follow our Lord’s
teachings as contained in the Gospel and growing in faith. Therefore, we do not endorse any specific candidate
or political party.

However, there is a particular bill before the Senate that is most troubling. It is bill H.R. 5. It has been called the “Do
Not Harm Act,” but is more widely known as the “Equality Act.” The bill is intended to modify the 1964 Civil Rights
Act to forbid discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.
I am sure, all American Christians are against harming others and are in favor of ensuring that all Americans have the
rights afforded to them by the United States Constitution. However, after reading this H.R. 5, I believe this bill will proscribe our religious freedom to uphold our Biblical principles related to sexual ethics.
The 1964 Civil Rights Act forbids discrimination based on “race, color, religion, sex, national origin.” H.R. 5 would in
effect redefine “sex” to include “sexual orientation as well as gender identity.” The Bill would prohibit any discrimination in any area of “public accommodation.” This means that any gathering outside a private residence would be subject
to the requirements of H.R. 5.
Section 1107 lines 4-8 page 25 of the Bill explicitly states:
‘‘The Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (425 U.S.C. 2000bb et seq.) shall not provide a claim concerning, or a defense to a claim under, a covered title, or provide a basis for challenging the application or enforcement of a covered title.’’. (emphasis mine)
With the provisions of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act being nullified, and the way in which the bill defines
‘public gathering and display,’ churches would no longer be able to hire based on Biblical standards. Therefore, in my
opinion, churches could not hire people based on their adherence to Biblical standards of sexual behavior. (section 3 p.
13, lines 1-14)
This bill also redefines abortion as ‘health care’ (section 2 line 8, 16, section 1102-line 1B, 12, 26). That means that anyone protesting in front of an abortion clinic would be conspiring to deny someone health care. It would be tantamount
to picketing a dialysis center. As Kenneth Craycraft pointed out to me, this is subtle, but it is likely that this is how the
courts would view such cases.i
Our congregation has had a long history of supporting the pro-life movement. We support the Pittsburgh Women’s
Clinic, which is a crisis pregnancy center that supports women with alternatives to abortion. Their work would be curtailed if not stopped by the passage of this Bill.
As your pastor, I felt it necessary to bring this to your attention. It has passed the U.S. House of Representatives and is
now before the U.S. Senate. Senator Chuck Schumer has said he will not bring the bill to a vote until he feels he has
enough votes to pass it. President Biden has indicated that he will sign the bill. I leave it up to you and your conscience
as to whether you will contact your Senator to express your opinion on this bill.

If you would like to discuss this further or have any questions on our understanding on this bill, feel free to contact me
or any member of the Session.
__________________________________________
i

First Things, Kenneth Craycraft, The Equality Act’s Assault on Religious Liberty Feb. 26, 2021; First Things, same author, What to Know About the
Equality Act, Jan. 25, 2021

We continue to live stream our Sunday Worship Service on Facebook at
11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. You do not need to have a Facebook
account. The link to the church's public Facebook page is (https://
www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask whether you want to log in or
create an account, but if you don't want to do that, "x" out of the box with
that prompt, and you will then look right at the church's page!
Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page, either
scroll down (from the main cover photo and the list of videos and favorite
pictures on the top of the page) to get to the main news feed, where you can see the live video, OR you can click on
“videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will show up with a red “live” icon in the top left corner. You may
also watch past Sunday Worship Services on the video page.

Thank you to our church family for the cards and expressions of sympathy following my dad's passing. Your love and
prayers have been a blessing, and brought us comfort. My dad always enjoyed our church dinners, and as his dementia
progressed, it was a safe, welcoming activity for him where he felt loved and respected. We have missed you during
this season of Covid, and look forward to getting back to church very soon.

Blessings,
Susan and Eric Prosser

High School Summer Get Away - June 27 to July 2!
For over 50 years, the Heatwave Conference has been "The Best Week of Summer" for thousands of high school
students. Lifelong memories and life changing decisions are made every summer along the beautiful beaches and legendary boardwalk. For all the details visit YFC Summer Heatwave 2021…
Please contact Kendell with any questions. 724.986.0936 - kendell@peterscreekchurch.org

Children’s Ministry News
April 2021
Hello, Dear PCEPC Family!
I’m hoping and praying each of you had a Blessed Easter
Celebration… even if we could not do all we night have
wanted to do; or see whom we may have wanted to see. JESUS LIVES – THAT IS THE MAIN THING! PRAISE AND HONOR
AND GLORY TO HIM forvever and ever – I am so grateful to
be worshipping Him alongside you all!

In PCEPC Children’s Ministry News…:
First off, a shout-out to our Birthday girls: Our last two young
ones’ Birthdays were those of Maiya Maronde, who turned 4 on
March 30; and the birthday of McKenna Jeswilkowski, who
turned 11 years old on Easter Monday, April 5!
--Wishing them each a Blessed New Year of Life ahead, with
many delightful surprises!

On Sundays:
We have continued to offer in-person Sunday School and Children’s Church. For those who are unable to attend in person, digital resources for Sunday School and Children’s Church are always available to our families. – A big
thank you to Lynn Hutchison and Nancy Maronde, who are teaching Children’s Sunday School alongside me!
As of Palm Sunday, we have also started again to offer childcare during the 11 am worship hour. On Easter
Sunday, the nursery was open and being used during both services! We are in the process of onboarding three wonderful new caregiver team members.

Ellie Maentz – I am attending Oakland Catholic High School and am a member of the cross
country and track teams. I’ve also been both a participant and a volunteer at PCEPC VBS.
My favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:13., “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me.”

I’m Elena Kunz, and I’m the great-granddaughter of Audrey May, who has belonged to PCEPC
for a long time. I’ve always liked to take care of children and have been doing it regularly for
two years now… and I’m excited to work at the nursery at PCEPC!

I’m Xavier Kunz, great-grandson of PCEPC member Audrey May. I’ve been taking care of kids
for almost two years now, and I have enjoyed the time that’s been spent. I am excited to
work here and to meet some new children and their parents, and to help them have a better
church experience!

--Since this only brings our team to four, and one of those four, Tori Maentz, is going away to college during the summer, we are looking for more team members even now-- please let Katie know if you know of eligible and interested
high schoolers!

Special Events:
We were so happy to be able to present to the congregation (and to anyone else watching our
services on the internet) the Easter Family Story Video, “A Tale of Three Trees”! If you
haven’t seen it yet, or to watch it again, the link is:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=280259436914474
It is posted on our church’s Facebook page, under “videos.” 11 families – 25 children and
youth, and one mom—participated!
--Families with children also received Easter care packages
from our church, which included Easter-themed coloring
books provided by the Deacons, KINDERSCHOKOLADE
(chocolate) provided by Katie, as well as an innovative, interactive Bible Storybook (published by Lifeway, who is also the publisher of our
Children’s Sunday School curriculum). Each of the 145 stories in this book includes a
“Christ connection” feature, showing kids how God’s plan for salvation through Jesus
appears throughout the Bible!
Along with the storybook, families are invited to use a free augmented reality app,
which brings many of the illustrations to life, both visually (in 3D) and audibly!
Finally, the book also includes a Parent Connection, an easy tool to help moms and dads (or
anyone else who loves kids) discuss the book's message with their child.
(https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/one-big-story-bible-storybook-hardcover-P005812991 )

Coming Up Next:
There will be a service-related event for children coming up in May, so stay tuned for that…
But we are also already gearing for our VBS 2021!!
Our VBS this year is called

Discovery on Adventure Island!
It is based on curriculum by Cokesbury,
and is scheduled for July 5-9, 9:30 a.m. –
12:30 pm.
…From a whimsical lighthouse on an enchanted island, Explorers are guided by a Lighthouse
Keeper and Beacon the Puffin on an exciting quest to find five mysterious Infinity
Lanterns to help light their way. Using map coordinates from the Reference Book
(the Bible), children discover clues to finding each Lantern while learning how God's
light shines in the lives of familiar biblical characters in Old and New Testament stories.
What an exciting time of exploration this will be!!

Our opening and closing assemblies will take place in St David’s main sanctuary (for spacing); and five Stations will be
set up with individual pop-up shelters outside, on the edge of the large parking lot and into the adjoining grassy area.
Dear Congregation -- are there some among you who would be able to loan us a pop-up shelter for one of the stations? (We have 2 out of the 5 so far! )
The cap will be set at a maximum of 50 kids this year. Only children of elementary age will be accepted this time, no
preschoolers. We will emphasize social distancing and frequent hand sanitizing, and masks will be required throughout.
…Almost all of the main leaders are already recruited – Thank you to the many well-experienced leaders for being
willing to do this even in a pandemic year!! Half of all needed crew leaders have by now been recruited already, as well.
Many teens love returning as volunteers year after year! We are EXTRA EXCITED to be able to look forward to having our two new staff members involved with VBS – Shay as the Music Director, and Kendell as Technology Director!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP, we are still looking for a photographer, a tech aide, and a Games Station assistant!
Registration for campers is closed at this point, BUT Katie WILL take the information for any children whom parents
want to put them on the wait list. We can also still sign-up several volunteers.

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your
support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!
Please contact me with any concerns, questions,
or suggestions your may have!
Yours, in Him,
Katie Brandt
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
Your Next Gen Team Members: Katie Brandt, Randy Fraas, Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Mike McCaig, Marion
Maentz, Scott Maronde, Kendell Stellfox, and Barb Wylie

1st Quarter 2021 Finance Update

Below is the 1st Quarter summary of income and expenses:
January-March Regular Giving
January-March Special Giving

$83,785
$ 8,367

Total Income
Mission Expenses
Other Expenses

$ 92,152
$14,088
$63,991

Total Expenses
Net Income

(Mission giving is 16.8% of total income)

$78,079
$14,073

(Net Income has been distributed to all 8 Ministry Funds- Mission, Personnel, Operating, Next Gen, Deacons,
Fellowship, Music & Worship and Kingdom for future expenditures)
Monthly Fixed Expenses not including Mission
Payroll (includes taxes and retirement)
St. David’s Rent
Payroll Processing
Nextiva Phone
Comcast Internet
Copier Lease
Office Software
Monthly TOTAL

$16,180
3,600
150
65
99
199
30
$20,323

Ways to give:
1. Mail:
Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 905 E McMurray Road, Venetia, PA 15367.
2. Online Banking:
Use online banking to send a check to the church office. Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s
name Peters Creek EPC. You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone
number (724-941-6210).
3. Website Giving:
Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give
through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website
http://peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile on the Giving page that you can just click on.
•
•
•
•

If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future
gifts.
The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.
Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter
your PIN and give!
A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring.

4. Tithe.ly Giving App:
Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the
app select your church and follow the same steps as above.
On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, MOM, Flowers, Memorials, World
Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund. You can even donate to several funds in one
transaction. If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at the church office at
724 941 6210.

1st Quarter Mission Update
Ongoing Monthly Mission Support
Per Member Asking (EPC & POA)
Feed My Sheep
Border Transition Ministry
P.R.I.S.M.
Urban Impact
Kids Alive
World Vision

$ 656.25
500.00
300.00
200.00
350.00
300.00
80.00

Monthly TOTAL

$2,386.25

In addition to our monthly Mission expenses the Mission Team has made donations to the following MOM Charities:
January MOM City Mission of Washington $1,000.00
$773.00 collected for January MOM and $227.00 from General Mission Fund
February MOM Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic $1,200.00
$1,078.00 collected for February MOM and $122.00 from General Mission Fund
March MOM Urban Impact (Sarah Prosser Urban Missionary) $1,000.00
$713.00 collected for March MOM and $287.00 from General Mission Fund
Ongoing Greater Washington County Food Bank and Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association Popup Pantries $2,795
$2,405 collected from Congregation and $390 from General Mission Fund
Additional Donations from General Mission Fund
$558.15 for Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic Angel Tree Gifts

Other On-going Giving Opportunities
Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and Veteran’s Home Coffee
The Mission Committee is putting out a plea to our membership for large cans of coffee. We would like to receive at least two cans each week ongoing. If anyone wishes
to voluntarily provide the gift of gratitude to these homeless veterans and staff members of the fellowship, we welcome your gift of a can of coffee now and then. The
coffee will be delivered promptly to the veteran's home. Let us help to do away with
their rationing of coffee. Let us help them to enjoy their time with a cup of coffee as
the weather gets colder.
Please tape a tag to the top of the coffee with “For Our Veterans”.
We have received at least 10 cans per month from the Congregation. Thank you!

Amazon Smile
Make your Amazon purchases support our church. We are an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember,
always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases
to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account & List. Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then
choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church as your charity account.

APRIL

Missions of the Month
Helping with Food Insecurity
The term “food insecurity” has been in the headlines
regularly since the pandemic began over a year ago.
Food insecurity means a household is not able to
provide every family member consistent access to
nutritious food. Food insecurity has increased by
more than 40% in southwestern Pennsylvania. More
than 360,000 people in our region are in need.
So, our Mission of the Month for April will be
“Helping with Food Insecurity.” We will do
this through our support of The Greater Washington County Food Bank (GWCFB) and the Greater
Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association (GCHMA) For every dollar
we donate to the GWCFB they can purchase $5 worth of food. There are
25,000 people in Washington Country who are food insecure half of them
are children or senior citizens. We can make a difference!
The GCHMA hosts Pop-Up Pantries once a week in Muse, Canonsburg,
and Lawrence. They serve approximately 200 families each month. If you
have driven through one of these towns on distribution day, you have seen
the long lines of cars. As the Bible says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sister of mine, you did for me”.
Matthew 25:40
Please put April MOM or Food Banks on your giving envelopes.
You may also give on our website or our mobile giving app. Under the
General Donation dropdown choose April MOM (Food Banks).
Thank you
Mission Committee

Church Staff
Doug Brandt
Senior Minister
doug@peterscreekchurch.org
Shay Carder
Director of Music Ministry
shay@peterscreekchurch.org
Katie Brandt
Director of Children’s Ministry
katie@peterscreekchurch.org

Kendell Stellfox
Director of Youth Ministry
kendell@peterscreekchurch.org
Cyndi Taylor
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org

Publication Deadlines
Articles for the Church Chimes and
announcements for the bulletin should be
submitted in electronic format.
Submissions for the Chimes are due no later
than noon on the 15th of each month for the
following month’s edition.
Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later
than noon each Wednesday.

Peters Creek Evangelical
Presbyterian Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
905 E McMurray Road
Venetia, PA 15367
724-941-6210
www.peterscreekchurch.org

If you would like to receive a printed copy of the Chimes each month please call the church office at
(724) 941-6210 and Cyndi will add you to the Chimes mailing list. Please also let her know if your address, phone number or email has changed.

