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From Our Pastor
Good Friday 2020 Call to Prayer and Fasting

On all of our minds are all the complications related to the Covid-19 pandemic. It has affected all of us. This outbreak is an opportunity for us to exercise our faith and seek God’s help to bring an end to this scourge.
I am forwarding to you a portion of an email from Jeff Jeremiah, the Stated Clerk of the EPC. The subject is the Good Friday Call
to Prayer and Fasting.
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
The whole world is in the throes of a coronavirus pandemic that is spreading death, illness, economic turmoil, unemployment, isolation, panic, and fear. In such desperate times, the people of God should humble themselves and pray to
almighty God for His grace, mercy, and love to heal us, restore us, and relieve us from this crushing burden of disease.
In response to the ravages of this historic plague, this call for prayer and fasting is an historic, ecumenical event because
the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) and the Anglican Church of
North America (ACNA) have united for the first time to pray for God’s mercy and healing.
The Call: For all believers in Christ in the PCA, EPC, and ACNA to set aside Good Friday, April 10, as a
day of prayer and fasting to cry out for God’s help in addition to a day of worship.
The goal is for all 550,000 members of these three churches to have the opportunity to participate. Other denominations are aware of the planning for this event and have asked to be invited. Among these are the National Association
of Evangelicals and ECO. Should these groups participate, we could have millions of Christians joining their hearts in
prayer.

You will have the opportunity to join in a virtual prayer meeting Friday April 10, at noon. You will receive instructions on how to join that meeting either by phone or through your computer.

In lieu of my April Chimes article, I want to share with you a publication on how to prepare for our virtual prayer meeting this
Friday.

Good Friday 2020
A Short, Practical Guide for Prayer and Fasting
Why Call for a Day of Prayer and Fasting?
These are tumultuous times that call for prayer and fasting. Deadly disease runs rampant; the world’s economies are
unstable; peace and safety are threatened at every turn. Now, “we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). No matter what trials we face, all of Christ’s
followers “are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37). Still, many of us struggle during these
times as never before with hopelessness, loneliness, financial ruin, fear of violence, illness, and death. The Scriptures
teach that when followers of Christ face difficulties like these, we are to seek God’s help through prayer and fasting.
Jesus himself explained that once He left His disciples and ascended into heaven, “then they will fast” (Matthew 9:15).
n the Scriptures, fasting is the self-denial of some or all food or drink as the faithful express their intense concerns to
God in special times of prayer and worship. It was practiced both privately and corporately and for short and long periods of time. Biblical fasting occurred in many settings. God’s people mourned the death of loved ones with fasting (2
Samuel 1:11-12). They fasted to prepare for special times of renewal in the presence of God (Numbers 29:7). The faithful fasted to express heartfelt repentance over their own sins and the sins of others (Ezra 10:6). They fasted as they
cried out to God in circumstances that required God’s extraordinary help (2 Chronicles 20:3). It’s no wonder then that
throughout the history of the church, Christians have always turned to God in troubled times with prayer and fasting.
Sadly, modern evangelicals have largely lost sight of God’s gracious provision of fasting. We labor under the burden of
thinking that the faithful will be satisfied, even delighted with whatever terrible circumstances may come their way. As a
result, we deny ourselves the opportunity to express our deep sorrow over sin, our desperate need for Christ, our
longing for the renewal of the church, and our intense desire to see Christ’s merciful and just Kingdom spread throughout the world. Yet, as our difficult days bring us to a stark awareness of how much we need God’s mercy, we must
once again humble ourselves before the Lord through prayer and fasting.

How Can My Family and I Engage in a Day of Prayer and Fasting?
First and foremost, engaging in a day of prayer and fasting is a matter the heart. The Scriptures do not prescribe precisely what we are to do and say. As James put it, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (James 4:8). Above all, we are to find ways to humble
ourselves before the Father, in Christ’s name and in the power of Holy Spirit.
You can do this in many ways. If you have children, you may simply lead your entire family in special times of prayer as
you fast during one or more meal-times. One parent may care for the children as the other spouse has time alone with
God. Couples may alternate between praying in solitude and praying together throughout the day. You may also be able
to connect with other Christians outside of your home for a time of prayer sometime during the day. The variety of
biblical examples indicates that God grants us much freedom.

Still, I have discovered through the years that many evangelicals today find it quite challenging to spend an entire day in
prayer and fasting. So, let me offer two simple, practical suggestions.
Before the Day of Prayer and Fasting Plan how you will devote yourself to a day of prayer and fasting.
1.Plan when you will have times of prayer during the day of fasting.
2.Plan readings from Scripture, a hymnal or a book of prayer for each time of prayer.
3. Plan specific thanksgivings and praise to God for each time of prayer. For example:
Blessings of God in your personal life
Blessings of God to your family members

Blessings of God in the lives of your friends and acquaintances
Blessings of God in your church Blessings of God in your nation

4. Plan a specific focus for your requests during each time of prayer. For example:
Your own sins and personal needs
The needs of family members by name, especially the elderly and sick
The needs of friends and acquaintances by name, especially the elderly and sick
The renewal of your church and church leaders in Gospel ministry
Blessing and protection for medical professionals
Wisdom for specific government officials
On the Day of Prayer and Fasting
Repeat a similar process throughout the day of prayer and fasting.

1.Read aloud from the passage of Scripture, the hymnal, or book of prayer you have chosen. (10 minutes)
2. Express the thanksgivings you have chosen. (10 minutes)
3. Pray for the needs you have chosen. (20 minutes)
4. Observe Rest and Quiet Reflection in the Presence of God. (10 minutes)
Based on Excerpts from Pray with Your Eyes Open by Richard L. Pratt, Jr., President of Third Millennium Ministries.

Virtual Prayer Meeting Friday April 10 at Noon
Topic: Pastor Brandt is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Time: Apr 10, 2020 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
You can join the Zoom Meeting at https://zoom.us/j/764480069
The Meeting ID is: 764 480 069
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,764480069# US (New York)
Or dial this number: +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Again the Meeting ID is: 764 480 069

Children’s Ministry News
April 2020
Blessings to all of you in this most unusual Holy
Week!
May the Lord draw us all closer to Him through this
pandemic; and remind us, in the midst of our
many uncertainties of this life, of all the glorious certainties He has revealed to
us!!

On Sundays:
I’m missing getting together with your congregation, and especially with our children!!
With stay-at-home orders in effect since the middle of March, we have had no in-person Nursery Care, Sunday
School, or Children’s Church taking place over the past three weeks. (Alli was in-house for childcare on March 15
during our last service at St David’s that month, but no children attended.)
We still hope to be able to say an in-person good-bye to Alli before her family will move back to
Memphis, TN, where they had lived before, as we want to wish her well, and thank her for her
wonderful work with our children!
We are also still in the process of training an additional team member for our Nursery Caregiver
Team. We would like to find another interested candidate, as well; so please, let me know if you
know of a qualified high schooler!
--I’ve sent quite a few resources home to our PCEPC families, beginning with the next
lesson from the curriculum that all three children’ Sunday School classes had been
studying since the first of the year. This “First Catechism" curriculum, called "Kids'
Quest Catechism Club", helps our children to get rooted in the faith in a systematic,
structured (but also enjoyable) manner.
With each lesson, the children are introduced to a few more
questions and answers from the Westminster Shorter Catechism,
one of the key standards of the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church. The concepts taught in those questions and answers are illustrated by Bible Stories, as
well as by examples from the children’s own daily lives. Short, memorable songs round out each
lesson.
Every family has the opportunity to work with the curriculum at home, using the activity sheets
that reinforce each lesson, their own song CDs, and also a digital, interactive catechism that the
kids can access on I-pads or computers.

•
•
•

For Children’s Church-type activities at home, I’ve sent on to our families many free resources made available to us by various publishers from whom we had previously ordered materials. For example:
free access to the activity sheets we usually make available in worship was given to us
(www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches);
we were invited to watch the movie “Pilgrim’s Progress” online, a fantastic remake of a classic, which last year,
some of us had gone to watch in the theater (https://www.revelationmedia.com/watchpilgrims/RM17267/);
suggestions on how to help children benefit from watching live-streamed worship services were passed
along (Five ways to help your kids worship through live-stream);

and a full week’s worth of Easter related children’s activities were suggested by Focus on the Family (https://
www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/easter-walking-through-holy-week/).

Easter - Walking Through Holy Week - Focus on the Family
Bring the Easter story to life for your kids with eight days of Christ-centered activities. Created by Focus on the Family magazine, this activity kit includes craft ideas,
recipes, puzzles, object lessons and much more. Download it today for FREE! How
to Access Your Free Resource: Tell us about yourself! If you have any questions,
please […]
www.focusonthefamily.com

Special Events:
On March 15, 22, and 29, we were going to have Children’s Choir practices, culminating in a Family Worship Service, to be led, in part, by our children, on the fifth Sunday of the month, March 29. For the songs, we were going to
present some of the many worship- and Scripture songs that we’ve been learning in our Sunday School’s Kids' Quest
Catechism Club".
….Obviously, all of that has been postponed for the time being – which gives the children more time to familiarize
themselves with those songs at home!
On March 21st, we were also going to have another Cookie Baking Event to benefit Meals on Wheels. This year’s
endeavor was going to be ably prepared and supplied by our own master baker and organizer, Barb Mullen. The recipes have been picked; and the event will be held when it will be deemed safe for us to get back together in person!
•

Meanwhile, instead of personal get-togethers, we have learned and played at home, and worshipped together via
Facebook Live.

•

In order to add a whimsical greeting to our church’s Facebook Livestreams, on
Tuesday, March 31st, I read for the viewers one of my most favorite stories ever,
“I Love You, Stinky Face!”, written by Lisa McCourt and Cyd Moore.

The non-wavering love of the mother in the story, no matter how horrible her child
imagines he might turn out to become, is a heart-warming reminder to us all of the
utterly amazing, steadfast love of our God! ...If you would like to hear the story read
by me, it’s here: https://www.facebook.com/111659865538568/
videos/665247424043290/ .

COMING UP NEXT:

Even while we are not going to be able to meet in person, we know we are ONE in The Spirit! We will celebrate
Easter together even while in our separate homes; looking forward to the time we can all get together, eat together,
and hug one another again…. and even more looking forward to the time of the Heavenly Banquet, when we’ll be face
to face with Him Who created, redeemed, and sustained us!!!

In preparation for Easter, I want to share with you all a resource for children that demonstrates the Story of Jesus’
suffering, death, and Resurrection quite poignantly and memorably. Even if you’ve seen or used the “Resurrection
Eggs” idea before, you will be touched by this (12 ½ minute long) presentation: https://youtu.be/_LKcgFL4BpI
We are also continuing to plan for PCEPC’s three one-day SUMMER FUN events,
in the hopes that the worst of the current pandemic will be over by then, and that
we may meet together in groups again! Our plan includes the following:
Saturday, June 6, 6 to 9 pm (Movie Night!)
Monday, July 6, 10 am to 2 pm (Beach Party!)
Monday, August 3rd, 10 am to 2 pm (Carnival!)
Please remember – these events will need volunteer help, too… So, do feel free to start
thinking about where you want to plug in with YOUR talents…!
….I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your prayers and your support!!!
Please keep praying for all the children and families in our congregation; and
please let me know if you have any comments, questions, or suggestions…!

The Preschool Class will need to be photographed as a group, still, but here it is:

Yours in Christ,

Katie Brandt, Director of Children’s Ministries
(Cell# 626-807-3784)
Children’s Ministry Team (cooperating with the Next Gen Discipleship Team): Katie Brandt, Renee Ho,
Dianne Keller, Laura Moran, Barb Wylie.

We want to thank all of the Congregation for your continued generous
giving during the Coronavirus hardship. We have continued to pay our
staff members, rent and bills and as of the beginning of April we are financial stable.
Bless you and thank you!
The Finance Team of PCEPC
Here are the ways you can continue to send your church offerings during this time.

You can:
1. Mail:
Send your check to the Church Office at Peters Creek EPC, 608 E McMurray Road, Ste 102, McMurray PA 15317.
Your giving envelopes have the address pre-printed on them.
2. Online Banking:
Use online banking to send a check to the church office. Add the church as vendor, you can abbreviate the church’s
name Peters Creek EPC. You do not need an account number just the office address above and the church phone
number (724-941-6210).
3. Website Giving:
Click on the underlined link or copy and paste this link into your browser https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 to give
through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. There is also a link on the church website http://
peterscreekchurch.org/?view=mobile on the Giving page that you can just click on.
•
•
•
•

If this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future gifts.
The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.
Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment information. Just enter
your PIN and give!
A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring.

4. Tithe.ly Giving App:
Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded
the app select your church and follow the same steps as above.
On the website and mobile giving you can make contributions to the General Fund, Mission of the Month (MOM), Memorials, World Vision and other funds by using the dropdown list under General Fund. You can even donate to several funds in one transaction. If you have any questions on any of the giving options, please contact Cyndi Taylor at
the church office at 724 941 6210.

FREE ONLINE STUDIES AVAILABLE THROUGH
LIGONIER MINISTRIES
To help individuals and families maintain their daily growth and discipleship during this time of reduced in-person worship, Bible studies, and small group activities, Ligonier Ministries is making their entire library of hundreds of teaching
series available free to stream through June 30. Ligonier Ministries, founded by R.C. Sproul. We highly recommend
this resource.
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/?

APRIL

Mission of the Month
Greater Washington Food Bank
The Washington County Food Bank has suspended the distribution
of food at their distribution sites for the month of April because of
the Coronavirus Pandemic. The Food Bank will, however, provide a
combined special distribution for people from Finleyville, Peters
Township and Canonsburg with a " Truck to Trunk” distribution in
the parking lot of the Canonsburg UP Church on April 17th from
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.
Consequently, we ask that all members hold any food purchased
in storage for the Food Bank for the month of April. Instead of
food, we are asking for cash donations. Since many people are
out of work because of the virus, there will be a much greater
demand for food. The Food Bank's purchasing power is 5 times
greater that of ours.
Please make your checks payable to the church, and note
on the check or giving envelope April MOM or "Food Bank"
and mail the check to the church office. You may also donate to
MOM on our online giving website https://tithe.ly/give?c=1391506 or
the Tithe.ly mobile App by using the dropdown list under General
Fund and select April MOM. This is a great way to try out our new
website or mobile giving option.

Church Staff
Doug Brandt
Senior Minister
doug@peterscreekchurch.org
Eric Beeko
Director of Music and Worship
eric@peterscreekchurch.org
Katie Brandt
Director of Children’s Ministry
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
Marion Maentz
Director of Youth Ministry
marion@peterscreekchurch.org
Cyndi Taylor
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org

Publication Deadlines
Articles for the Church Chimes and
announcements for the bulletin should be
submitted in electronic format.
Submissions for the Chimes are due no later
than noon on the 15th of each month for the
following month’s edition.
Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later
than noon each Wednesday.

Peters Creek Evangelical
Presbyterian Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201
McMurray, PA 15367
724-941-6210
www.peterscreekchurch.org

We will be live streaming our Easter Sunday Celebration at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday April 12, 2020 on Facebook. You do not need to
have a Facebook account to watch.
If you are using a mobile device, Facebook will likely take you to their app downloading software, asking you to download the
app....No cost, no problem!
It's still easier, though, on a desktop or laptop. The link to the church's public Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/) Facebook will still ask whether you want to log in or create an
account, but if you don't want to do that, you can click away from that prompt and then look right at the church's page!
Once on the Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church page, either scroll down (from the main cover photo and the
list of videos and favorite pictures on the top of the page) to get to the main news feed, where you can see the live video, or you
can click on “videos” in the left hand sidebar, and the live video will show up with a red “live” icon in the top left corner.

