
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
March 2nd CONNECT & WORSHIP 
 

 
 
 
 

 
March. 4th – CONNECT Ladies Breakfast at 9:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
march 14th –  SERVE OPPORTUNITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 1st –  CONNECT Ladies Breakfast at 9:30am 

 
 
 

HUG—Hands Unto God – SERVE OPPORTUNITY  
This ministry meets once a month to sew, knit, quilt and crochet items that support GBC ministries 
and members. Everyone is welcome!  Join us on Tuesday, March 14th, 10 a.m.—2 p.m. at Grace 
Bible Church.  For details, please contact: Linda Prybella at 512-763-6684 or Helen Bohmfalk at  
512-639-6906 (cell). 

HUGs Unlimited will be Monday March 14th from 1-3pm in the Children’s Church room.  This time is 
designed for beginners, but is open to all who want to work on a project, cut material for kits, or share their 
knowledge of a particular skill.  All ages welcome; however, ages 8-12 should be accompanied by an adult. 

EQUIP, Women Discipling Women, begins the spring bible study, “STUCK”, based on the book written by Jennie 
Allen.  This class will be led by Mandy Maxwell and Shelly Gipson on Thursdays beginning Mar 2nd from 1-2:30pm at 
Grace Bible Church.  For more information contact Shelly Gipson at gipsonfam5@gmail.com 

March 2017 

 

The Ladies’ Potluck Breakfast is on Saturday, March 4th at 9:30 am in The Gathering Area at 
Grace Bible Church.  All ladies are welcome to this casual event (no sign up required) to start 
your day off by connecting with other ladies and enjoying good food.  Bring a breakfast food 
item, come visit with friends, and meet someone new! 

The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of 

the Lord stands forever.  Isaiah 40:8 

Same event as above for Saturday, March 4th.  We hope to see you! 

mailto:gipsonfam5@gmail.com


April 8th SERVE OPPORTUNITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

May 5-6th SERVE OPPORTUNITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

May 5-6th –  CONNECT& WORSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In addition, we have the privilege to help collect three much needed items for their summer camps.  Please bring/ 

donate any of the following to church between now and April 8th and we will deliver them to the camp: 

 laundry detergent (large size, any brand) 

trash bags (55-60 gallon) 

Gatorade (12oz. pack, any flavor) 

For more information on the amazing work for Christ that COTH does, and to get directions, go to  

     www.campofthehills.org. 

Restoration Ladies Conference 2017 
Ladies you will want to SAVE THE DATE for this exciting event on  
Friday evening, May 5th, 7-9pm  and Saturday, May 6th, 9:30-2:30pm! 
Grace Bible Church will host Sharon Jaynes, nationally known author,  
speaker, and Co- Founder of Girlfriends in God Ministry.  Sharon 
served as Vice President of Proverbs 31 Ministries and Co-host for  
their daily radio feature for 10 years.  She is the author of 20 books, 
numerous magazine articles Devotions, a blog, and a frequent guest  
on radio and television Programs such as Family Life Today and Focus 
on the Family.  Bring your friends and join us during this fun and  
engaging time, as we learn, worship, and praise our Lord as a  
community of believing women.  Tickets are $49 which includes a 
snack on Friday evening, light breakfast, and lunch on Saturday.   
Registration begins on CCB or at www.gbcgt.org on March 12th. 

Volunteers Needed for Restoration Ladies Conference 2017 
Planning for this wonderful, life changing event is under way and we need your help!  In addition to attending, 
please prayerfully consider volunteering for a light duty on the days of the conference.  We will need people for 
many tasks to manage the event and have things go smoothly.  We’d love to have you join us with your servant 
attitude!  If you would like to help, please contact any of the following ladies: 
Cindy Campbell - 512-948-7258, cyndicampbell3@gmail.com or  
Teresa Longtin - 832-797-5829, teresa.longtin@gmail.com.  
Prayer Team - Contact Bev Hayes at 512-869-2629 or hawaii50bev@gmail.com 
Ladies to iron tablecloths - Contact Valerie Schwarzwaelder at 512-635-7419 or valschwarz5@gmail.com 
Volunteers for registration, book table, greeting, etc. - Kaylene Sullen at 512-639-9478 or kward0826@yahoo.com  

        Or Kelly Arnett at 512-673-8180 or kellyarnett05@gmail.com. 

Camp of the Hills, Church-Wide Service Project – Would you like to serve others, but 

don’t know where to start?  Join us on Saturday, April 8th from 10am to 3pm! - Pack your picnic 

lunch (we will eat at together at noon) and bring your family to a day of fellowship and service, 

as we work together at Camp of the Hills, 1552 CR 344, Marble Falls, TX.  Camp of the Hills is a 

ministry dedicated to revealing and glorifying Jesus Christ by providing life-changing 

experiences for inner-city kids and for families seeking to strengthen and enrich their 

marriages.  We will help get the camp get ready for the summer.  Our duties may be sorting 

laundry, organizing their kitchen or outside jobs such as weed eating or mowing. 

http://www.campofthehills.org/
http://www.gbcgt.org/
mailto:cyndicampbell3@gmail.com
mailto:teresa.longtin@gmail.com
tel:(512)%20869-2629
mailto:hawaii50bev@gmail.com
tel:(512)%20635-7419
mailto:valschwarz5@gmail.com
mailto:512-639-9478
mailto:kward0826@yahoo.com
tel:(512)%20673-8180
mailto:kellyarnett05@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things Aren't Always As They Appear 
 

Submitted by Shelly Gipson 
 
This past Christmas my mom and step dad stopped by for a short visit. While the guys were 

watching a football game in another room my mom and I sat in the living room to visit. With pretty 
Christmas music playing in the background we talked about the Christmas decorations I had just finished 
putting up. The lights were dim, the tree lights lit. The house was glowing! Think peaceful and you've got 
the picture. Suddenly I feel this little thump next to me. I look down and behold, there is a HUGE black bug 
on the couch next to my leg. I jump up to get away and while still keeping a leery eye on the thing that 
decided to join our conversation, I begin to look for my phone to shine a light on it.  Before I get my wits 
together, there falls, apparently from the ceiling, a small slithering baby snake!  Mom and I both are on our 
feet, (breathing a bit heavy now), looking up at the ceiling when out of nowhere ANOTHER slithering baby 
snake falls on the floor nearby!  At this moment it's true panic and I start to feel dizzy.  I scream out, 
"SNAKE!" as loud as one who is completely out of breath from hyper-ventilating possibly can.  I feel like I'm 
going to pass out.  Mom is shouting something like, "I think they are falling from the vent in your ceiling.  I 
think you have an infestation in your attic!"   I sit down on a nearby chair because I'm about to fall over.  
"Mom!" I gasp, "Get away from the couch!  BILL!  SNAKE!"   

 
At that moment, my 10 year old son pops up from behind the couch and declares, "It's just me 

Mom! They're not real snakes!" My not so quickly reacting husband finally appears in the living room to see 
what all the hullabaloo is about. I start to cry…   

  
My son had pulled off the ultimate prank on his unsuspecting mother. Once I recovered from my 

near fainting spell, we all got a good laugh out of it.  
  
As I thought about my truly frightening experience (LOL), I realized that it is an example of what can 

happen to us in life.  As we face difficult circumstances we may experience fear, worry, anxiety.  These 
feelings can, and will, cloud our judgement of reality.   They keep us from seeing things for what they really 
are and/or thinking thoughts that are not based in truth.  The good news for us is that the truth is plainly 
given to us in God’s Word!  The Bible says in Genesis 26:24, “Fear not, for I am with you...” [ESV] If we take 
God for His Word and believe it we need not fear. He also gives the promise to help us. Psalm 118:6 says, 
“The Lord is on my side, I will not fear. What can man do to me?” [ESV]  Maybe you are asking how God 
would have you respond to your circumstances? No worries.  God’s Word has answers for that as well. 
James 1:5 states, “If any of you lacks wisdom let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him.” [ESV] 

 
God’s Word is full of truth and guidance for us.  All we need do is read it and believe it.  In Mark 

5:36 Jesus says to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be afraid; just believe.” [NET]  Are you reading God’s 
Word?  Do you believe it?  As you read His Word for the direction and reassurance you need to handle day 
to day challenges, I encourage you ask God for eyes to see, ears to hear, a heart to receive and believe His 
truth, and feet to walk in His way. 

 
May God bless as you read, hear, memorize and meditate upon His Word.  As you do, He will help 

you to see.  
 
P.S. Maybe next time I see a slithering snake I will think to look and see if it actually slithers!  



 

Getting to Know:  Rachel Stepanov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who am I?  First of all, I find God’s scheduling 

very interesting.  I’ve been attending Grace going on five 

years; ample of time for me to be featured in the Ladies 

of Grace Newsletter.  Its only now, during a significant 

transition in my life, that I’ve been given the pleasure of 

writing a Get to Know You.  I’ll get back to that later.  It 

only seems appropriate to start with my claim to fame 

...what I’ve been known for since 2011.   

You see its nothing that I’ve specifically had a 

hand in and I guess you can give more credit to God, but 

it is undeniably what I’m known for….my children.  Yes, 

sadly, my children precede me in popularity and they 

were the ones to give my 80 something year old 

grandmother the top spot on the totem pole in her 

retirement apartment.  What’s so special about my 

kids?  At first glance they seem normal, maybe a little bit 

shy and pretty cute when they’re not complaining.  Then 

on second glance the astute individual notices 

something different.  You see, my three children are all 

the same age.  That’s right; I am the proud mother of 

almost 6 year-old triplets.  I have two girls and boy; 

CharliKate, Adrik, and Tali.  The thing is, with the birth of 

my triplets, I learned something about God.  He 

definitely has a sense of humor.  I always wanted one 

child.  I married a man that wanted one child.  We 

planned our life around one child and then God gave us 

triplets!  I’ve got to admit, His plan was better than 

mine.  In retrospect, I’d have it no other way.   

Although raising triplets has been difficult at 

times, the Lord did bless me with a wonderful husband 

to help with the chaos.  Most of the people that attend 

Grace and know my husband call him by the name Will,  

but I’ll let you in on a little secret.  His name is actually 

Yevgeniy.  He was born and grew up in Moscow, 

Russia and moved to Maryland with his family when 

he was 9 years old.  Later, when he was in high 

school, he moved again to Round Rock.  During 

college, we waited tables together at Salt Grass 

Steakhouse.  There we met, eventually became 

friends, dated, and have been married for 11 years.   

I grew up in the church.  My grandfather was 

a Methodist preacher and my mother followed in his 

footsteps.  Although I spent my entire life knowing 

who Jesus is, he was more like a Facebook friend to 

me.  I never saw him, I didn’t do anything with him, I’d 

say “hi” when it was convenient or if I needed 

something, but that’s it.  It wasn’t until I started 

attending Grace that I became best friends with Jesus.  

He is my everything and I owe that to the church and 

its members.  Five years ago, an exhausted mother of 

triplets walked through the doors and was met with 

open arms and open hearts.  The wonderful people of 

Grace refused to let me sit alone when I attended 

church by myself, they love my kids, and more 

importantly, they adopted the people most dear to 

me; my best friend and my husband.   

This church has also supported me during a 

big transition in my life.  I have been a wedding 

planner for twelve years.  Last year, in the midst of 

chaos brought on by success, God removed scales 

from my eyes.  My business was making me “gain the 

world and lose my soul” to quote Colton Dixon.  At 

the time, my success seemed like it was everything I 

wanted, but that came crashing down when I realized 

I was no longer a part of family functions; I was just 

too busy.  I also traded all of my ethics, everything 

that I believed in, for my success.  I was miserable, but 

blinded.  After my sight was restored, I took a big leap 

of faith and I am now no longer a wedding planner. 

What’s even crazier is that while my career was falling 

apart, there was this whisper telling me to write and 

to speak publicly.  I thought it was crazy; I still think 

it’s crazy.  I told my husband and he confirmed that 

it’s crazy, but I prayed two specific prayers.    

 

(continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Getting to Know Rachel - continued ) 

 

I asked God that if this was His will, He needed to make 

it happen for me.  I decided to completely step aside 

and do nothing to further this crazy aspiration until He 

gave me a clear-cut sign as to what I should do.  My 

other prayer was to change my husband’s heart.  I 

could not sporadically become a writer and a speaker 

without his support.  I’m happy (or terrified) to say that 

He answered both of those prayers.  One week after I 

told my husband of my ambition, Cindy Roberts called 

and told me that God had put it on her heart to ask me 

to speak at the upcoming women’s retreat ...ummm, 

wow!  I did and it went well.  At that retreat one of the 

ladies referred me to a club called Toastmasters.  I 

looked up the Round Rock branch and I learned that 

the wife of my husband’s mentor is one of the 

members; somebody that my husband highly respects 

and because of his high reviews of the club my husband 

is supporting this crazy goal of mine.  GOD IS GOOD!!!   

 Since then I’ve written a devotion for the 

newsletter, I’m starting a Bible study in the summer,  

I’ve been attending Toastmasters, and I’m starting a 

fellowship called Faith and Fitness.     

 So who am I?  I’m many things; a mother of 

triplets, a devoted wife, a daughter, a planner, a 

storyteller, a runner.  These are all just small little 

threads that make up my life, each thread an entire 

story in and of itself that is too detailed to explain on 

one page.  You want to know more?  I encourage you 

to grab a run or walk with me during Faith and Fitness 

(I drink coffee too, if exercise isn’t your thing) and find 

out that all of these threads have been woven 

together specifically by God to make me who I am.  

And above everything else, I am a princess in the 

Kingdom of God and I hope that I too can teach other 

people what it means to become best friends with 

Jesus just like some of the other Ladies of Grace have 

done for me.   

BUNCO GAME NIGHT – January 27th 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have questions, suggestions or comments regarding women’s ministry? 

Please contact either of these ladies: 

Cindy Campbell - 512-948-7258, cyndicampbell3@gmail.com 
Teresa Longtin - 832-797-5829, teresa.longtin@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Bell 3-1 Elizabeth Exley 3-13  Emily Hines  3-24 

Lacie Adair 3-3 Diann Harms  3-14  Trisha Wells 3-28 

Ginny Warner 3-7 Nita Hodge  3-14  Jeannie Coffman 3-28 

Lisa Wright 3-12 Michelle Griffin 3-22  Susan Carter 3-31 

Carolyn Holubec 3-13 

Our Mission: 
Ladies of Grace will reach women for Christ through the avenues of Worshiping, Connecting, 

and Serving and in turn, will use these avenues to support women in their relationship with 

God.  It is our desire that every woman knows she has a purpose and is uniquely gifted by 

God, so that she will experience the freedom to become all that God intends her to be. 

mailto:cyndicampbell3@gmail.com
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