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                  Less is More by Lisa Davila  
This morning, like many my Dad said he experienced as I was growing up, 
"the Lord woke me up." (Maxine's electric toothbrush kept turning on ran-
domly in my bathroom like it was a set alarm clock... okay, God, I'm awake!")  
I have had just so much on my mind lately during this "pandemic".  I'm 
thinking about every person impacted by this.  Whether it be job loss, finan-
cial uncertainty, loneliness and isolation, cancelled trips, babies due during 
this time... it's all weighing on me.  I am somewhat of an empath, so when I 
think too deeply about any of these things, the feeling is crippling.  I, myself, 
haven't experienced much loss out of this situation.  We are definitely blessed 
that Jordan's job is a necessity at this point in time, and if anything he will 
just end up working MORE if he's needed. And what's funny, is I have always 
considered myself an extrovert, but I'm discovering just how much I enjoy 
being home and having ZERO plans. 

 

 

Will everyone live a slower life?  Will people go back to eating dinner with 
their families every night and spending their weekends at home and not go-
ing from activity to activity?  Will kids get the opportunity to combine home 
and school in some kind of hybrid school?  Will jobs allow people to work 
from home more often now that they've seen how much can still get accom-
plished?  I don't think there will be a great depression following this experi-
ence, I think there will be a great awakening and a financial boom!  There are 
new ways of living, working and educating being explored right now that 
could transform our very way of life!  We are starting to see what needs to 
stay and what can go.  The priority shift about to take place will send shock-
waves throughout the world, but I don't think for the bad. 

God missed us.  He saw how anxious, stressed, overwhelmed, short-on-time, 
hurried and greedy we were and decided to give us the much-needed break 
we all so desperately needed.  No way we would have chosen any of this for 
ourselves, but He said, "Enough is enough.  I AM enough.  What you have is 
enough.  Those in your 4 walls are enough.  Breathe. Rest. Be." 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.” - Matthew 11: 28-30 

What will life look like?  
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Meet Jennifer Raley  

Hi!  My name is Jennifer, I moved here May of last year.  In the beginning of this year, I visited 

GBC Sunday services and the Tuesday morning Bible Study with Laura Rarity.  I met Rhonda An-
derson and the ladies of her Thursday afternoon study once before the social distancing of COVID19 
began. These times of ‘stay at home’ have been very trying as I was just getting myself back into life 
again when this happened.   
 

Moving here was a whirlwind of activity.  I had been living in Buda since 2003, with my husband 

of almost 29 years who died in February 2018.   I have two dogs who both keep me company and 
drive me nuts.    My house went on the market April 2 with a good contract on April 11.  I closed on 
May 17 and moved here on May 18.  I packed for hours and days until I finally left the house.   My 
new house gas stove had a leak.  My freezer broke, forever.   I didn’t have a connection for my gas 
dryer.  My dishwasher leaked.  Here came the expenditure for appliances.   The new dishwasher was 
hooked up wrong and flooded the kitchen area one evening late.  I was kept very busy for months!  
Then, as I said, just as I was settling in and stepping out to new places, having left a ton of familiari-
ty in Buda and the surrounding area, here came the stay at home order.   
 

In these times I have wondered, doubted, feared, been frustrated, angry and experienced much 

angst. Some of these moments have felt as though I’m barely holding on, all things considered.  I 
had become a very stoic person over the years, no tears.  None.  That all changed with slow incre-
ments to torrents of tears.   
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I’ve had some health problems which contributed much to my untold 

story here and family problems and deaths as well.  There’s a phrase 
I’ve heard a lot recently, but upon hearing it, I mean really hearing it 
with the ears of my heart, its significance hit me.  Whatever it is, what-

ever has happened that I deem good or bad, or is indeed good or bad, all things, everything, as Romans 
8:28-29 speaks, ‘works to the good for those who love the Lord’ (paraphrased).  How can it be?  All 
those things, these various events and signatures of life – the good and the bad – work to the better end 
for God’s people.  It is such a huge battle of varying degrees we see so many times in our lives.   We 
might minimize, second-guess, rage against or accept them quietly.  But wait, I didn’t really tell you 
which phrase it is that  I have heard and understood even more so these day …  “But God”.  
 

“And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for Am I in the place of God? But as for you, you thought evil 
against me; But GOD meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.”  
From Genesis 50:19-20 (KJV) (bold emphasis added) 
 

We certainly do not have all the conclusions to things in this life. One day, in heaven, I believe we’ll 

know and understand much.  I will know which deeds in my life were nothing and which ones were as 
priceless jewels. (I Corinthians 3:9-15).  Until then what am I to do? Have faith.  Believe God.  He said 
what He meant and meant what He said in His promises, warnings and instructions. 

So much is going on in our world and our lives.    I think now, more than ever before, it is time to be 

ready and count on the solid Word of God; get, or stay, in prayer and the Word with fellowship as we 
are able.  (Hebrews 10:25).  And, never give up because we are His children and have so much hope in 
Christ.  I’ve spent my life in varying degrees of not ready and ready.  I want to be truly ready.   And as 
I write this, my word processor has two pages side-by-side. I can see the things I wrote about my past 
and the words I’m writing here all at one time.  And it becomes ever so clear to me that the past is the 
past, it’s the here and now in which I can and should dig in solidly to the Word and spend time in pray-
er because we may have only seen the tip of an iceberg of change over our lives and most especially, 
world-wide.  (2 Corinthians 1:22; Philippians 3; 1 Thessalonians 4; I Corinthians 15:50-57).  (See also 
2 Timothy 2:15; 3:1-7.)  

Maranatha! (Our Lord Will Come!)  (I Corinthians 16:22 KJV) 
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Encouragement and Prayers for the Graduates in Your Life   
by Leah Farish  

 
For many of our youngsters this graduation season, masks and sanitizer are re-
placing caps and gowns; e-certificates will arrive online instead of sheepskin diplomas. This cohort of youth 
make up the “coronials,” who are stepping forth into a future that seems even more uncertain than in other years. 

How to walk with them as they pass this unique milestone? Here are some suggestions, with prayers to offer on 
behalf of our children, nieces and nephews, students or others who are graduating from high school or college. 

1. Honor their work, not their honors. Without the trappings of prom, commencement, and senior hoopla, some 
kids will feel deprived. Some were preparing for final performances, tournaments, recitals, capstone projects, or 
internships that have evaporated. Maybe there will be a belated official celebration rather than one in May, but it 
probably won’t feel like what was once anticipated. 

They may be questioning the relevance of their achievements to this new landscape.  Commend them on the 
discipline and skills they developed, which in God’s timing will benefit them beyond the short-term goal they 
were focused on. Studies have shown that praise is more encouraging when it is accompanied by a touch, and 
when it is specific—so (if you are in their household), give them a pat on the back for the laborious research they 
did on their term paper, or how they didn’t give up on basketball in sophomore year. That will be more effective 
than generalities like, “You always do whatever you set your mind to,” or “You’re so smart; you’ll be fine.” arti-
cle  

Of course, a special home-centered celebration may be more important than in other years. Solicit e-
congratulations from relatives, your pastor, even your mayor and Congress member. Organize a drive-by parade 
of friends and relatives, like my next-door neighbor did. Or how about decorating the family car with congratula-
tory washable graffiti, or making a scrapbook of school memorabilia? Maybe planting a tree in honor of the 
graduate would be meaningful for him or her. 

Lord of all times and seasons, please establish the works of these youngsters’ hands. Use this unexpected time 
to bring forth more creativity and resilience in their character. Holy Spirit, you so often bring joy and unity: help 
me to honor our graduates in memorable ways. 
 

2. Model confidence in Christ. The woman of God smiles at the future (Prov. 31:25), not because we expect an 
easy road, but because we know a sovereign God is with us. Filling your home with blaming voices, angry me-
dia, and hysterical, dire predictions will not contribute to the steadiness you want to impart. A college counselor 
and godly friend advises me that even if the student’s prospects are very bright, focus him or her on the next con-
crete step, not a stunning vista of opportunity or need that may overwhelm or pressure them. 
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Mighty God, help me to glorify you and be a witness of faith to the young people in my 
sphere. As the book of Hebrews says, “We do not yet see everything in subjection to Him, 
but we see Jesus.” First focus me on you, and then give me a trusting, compassionate stead-
iness that I can impart to others. You have said that your people “shall not labor in vain or 
bear children for calamity” (Isaiah 65:23-24). I trust you with today’s challenges, with the 
future, and with my loved ones. 

3. Help them find the blessing in the trial. “Coronials” have had to refrain from things that young people love. 
They couldn’t gather in crowds, hang out in restaurants, visit Grandma to show off their award, or even shake 
hands with their principal while being handed a diploma. 

Yet sometimes pleasing God is about not doing rather than doing. I once had the privilege of speaking to a gath-
ering of high school students from the Middle East who were in language classes. I said, “You’re learning Eng-
lish—that’s good; English is the language of freedom! But because it is, there is one very important word you 
must learn: ‘No.’ People who don’t say ‘No” to all the media, temptations, and excesses in the English-speaking 
world become horrible people.” Our graduates have all to some degree had a vivid lesson in saying no before 
heading off to their next adventure. 

This age group will have experienced apartness from peers in a way that will set them apart from other age 
groups. Biographers note that long periods of isolation in childhood have contributed to the greatness of figures 
such as Teddy Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, Helen Keller, Winston Churchill, Mikhail Baryshnikov, Ringo Starr, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Fred Rogers, and Nikola Tesla. And unlike these leaders, our youth will have experi-
enced social distancing worldwide; they’re “doing isolation together.” Independence from peer pressure and 
groupthink may be emerging as kids see the limits of satisfaction that media can bring and start to appreciate the 
embodied presence of others. It will be a defining moment for them. Encourage them to embrace this new identity 
forged in hardship. 

Loving Father, our young people are experiencing the centrifugal force of our times in a way we never imagined, 
but you are not taken by surprise. Help our beloved graduates to find the benefits you are sovereignly working in 
them and in society. Bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in them. For those who are not devoted to you, may they 
humbly turn to you for wisdom, love, and truth. 

 Article taken from:  https://encourage.pcacdm.org/2020/04/30/post-template-213-26/  
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Am I Enough? 
By Marci Guevara    
 

Am I Enough…. 

When burning trials are hurled 
your way? 

When joys I give I take away? 

When suffering seems so hard to 
bear? 

When times you think I do not 
care? 

  

Am I Enough… 

When those you love return to me? 

The safety of my presence be? 

When all along and empty feel? 

Can you even now accept My will? 

  

Am I Enough…. 

To wipe your tears and fears away? 

To fill your empty lonely days? 

To fill your life with joy anew? 

Abounding in My love for you? 

  

Am I Enough…. 

To give to you a brand new song? 

For you to sing the whole day long? 

To help you mount with eagles’ 
wings? 

To meet new challenges life brings? 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wrote this after the sudden death of my 

father, a godly man whom I depended on. I 
was still single, in my 30’s and I lost his 
godly male example and help.  I was devas-
tated.  But, my heavenly Father, reached 
down and ministered to my shattered heart 
and my answer to the above questions was 
…   YES, you are Enough  Even more so as 
I experienced more trials and betrayals and 
pain but God is always Enough… through 
it all. 
 

So grateful even now for Jehovah Shalom 

giving me peace and knowing Jehovah 
Jireh supplies all my needs…not just physi-
cal.  Jehovah M’Kaddesh is working our 
my sanctification, Jehovah Nissi (Banner) 
is my identity and victory.   



Laughter and Latte 
Join us Saturday, July 25th at 9:00 AM 
At the home of Amanda Riese 
401 Twin Springs Road, Georgetown  
 

No R.S.V.P.  needed.   
Just come and bring a dish to  
share for 2-3 people.  

Sheryl was kind enough to give each of 
us our pick from her beautiful hand-
made jewelry.  

Like us on Facebook 


