
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW (80-85 CE) 
      

 
I.  Context  

 

- written after Fall of Jerusalem (70 CE) and after Nero’s persecution of Christians 

had  subsided (after 68 CE) 

- place: probably Antioch (Syria) in a community including both Jewish and Gentile 

converts 

- 90% of Mark’s gospel is included in Matthew — new materials include some new 

narratives (e.g. Nativity stories, more references to Jewish Scriptures, several 

(5) long teaching discourses —new materials have traditionally been attributed 

to oral preaching  not yet written down in Mark, and some attributed to 

Matthew (Levi), one of the apostles  

 

II. Two challenges to Christian communities in the 70s and 80s   

 

(1) Pharisees are pressuring Jewish Christians to return to the synagogues since they 

claim to be the only true teachers of the Jewish Scriptures 

 

Prayer Against Heretics (prayed in synagogues by Pharisees in 

Mediterranean after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE and the scattering 

of Jews and Christians) 

 

“Let the Nazarenes and the heretics perish as in a moment, let them be 

blotted out of the book of the living, and let them not be written with the 

righteous.” 

 

Should Jewish Christians return to their roots in the synagogues and abandon 

Christianity? 

 

 

 (2) tensions emerging as community grows – not all were saints; some Jewish 

Christians do not want to accept Gentiles equally; 

 

How can a diverse community live together in harmony until Jesus returns? 

 

 

 

 



II. Three Emphases in Matthew’s Gospel: 

  

1. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Jewish Scriptures throughout the entire gospel 

in his origins and preparation (ch. 1-4), his message (ch. 5-7), his ministry (ch. 

8-16), and in his death and resurrection (ch. 16-28). 

 

2 Jesus is correcting teaching the laws of Moses (not the Pharisees) since he 

emphasizes the interior attitudes one must have in following the law – not 

focusing on the external observance and in turn judging others for not 

following all the rules. 

 

3. The Church must be open to all kinds of people, saints and sinners, and be 

accepting on non-Jews into its membership (Gentiles) 

 

III. Texts Illustrating Three Themes 

 

a. Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel in his origins and preparation 

1:1-17: genealogy of Jesus in direct line of Abraham and David 

1:18-2:23: persons and events surrounding his birth represent Israel, 

its history, and the predictions of its Scriptures 

  3:1-4:16: Jesus by his baptism and three temptations relives Exodus 

and the forty years of wandering 

 

b. Jesus as the New Moses gives new interpretations of Torah and teachings to 

establish a New Israel (the Church) – Sermon on Mount 

5:17-48: a deepening of the interior dimensions of Torah and an 

extension of some of its demands 

 

C, Church must act mercifully to sinners within its midst and to Gentiles 

   2: 1-12: Wise men from the East pay homage to Baby Jesus 

   8:5-13: Roman centurion shows more faith than Israelites 

18:1-22: lines must be drawn in the community as to who is ―in‖ and 

who is ―out‖, but must be done so with gentleness as well as 

firmness, and forgiveness must be unlimited – mutual face to 

face correction 

 

  25:31-46: love in daily life is the criterion for salvation, and even non-

Christians can exhibit this love who do not know Jesus, but who show 

compassion for Him in the ―little ones‖  


