
                 Gospel of Mark (65 – 70 CE, written in Syria or Rome) 
 

 

I. Context of Times and Purpose of the Gospel 

 

- war is occurring between Jews and Romans (66-70 CE) – pressures by Israelites on the 

Jewish followers of Jesus to fight for Israel—―If Jesus is the Messiah, why will he not 

return to fight now?‖  they ask 

- Nero’s persecution of Christians is on (64- 68 C) – first followers of Jesus (some 

apostles) are beginning to die and Jesus is not returning to save them – why not?? why 

must they die if Jesus conquered death?? 

- John Mark (a disciple of Paul, and a traveling companion of Peter), writes a gospel 

explaining why Jesus as Messiah was not military nor political and that he was more 

like a Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53 ) who suffers for the sins of others 

 

2. Nine Major Theological Themes in Mark’s Gospel 

 

 1) Kingdom of God is now – Jesus’ dramatic miracles show the power of God is 

breaking into history in his ministry – Messianic age of healing is beginning 

  

2) Jesus himself is living the Kingdom of God in his actions (not much emphasis on his 

teaching) – focus is on Jesus the person, not on doctrines or laws 

  

3) Cosmic battle between good and evil (that takes place when Messiah comes) is taking 

place in Jesus’ ministry as he confronts many demons and exorcises them 

  

4) Sense of urgency throughout the gospel – the time is short, the world is about to end; 

a decision must be made about Jesus by those he encounters; he moves from place to 

place quickly (the word ―immediately‖ is used 42 times in Mark, and only 7 times in 

Matthew) 

 

5) Jesus is the Son of Man who serves others, who suffers as a ―ransom for many,‖ and 

who will be the eschatological judge at the end of time  

 

6) Jesus is a Hidden Messiah – he frequently instructs Jews not to talk about his 

miracles since he does not want people to think he is the political Messiah who will use 

his miraculous powers to fight military battles and seek political power 

 

7) Many do not understand who Jesus is – there is a constant tension between the 

―insiders‖ who do understand him and the ―outsiders‖ who oppose him 

 

8) Some of those close to him who should be ―insiders‖ do not always understand, and 

some of those in groups who are ―outsiders‖ sometimes do understand (irony – things 

are not always as they seem, surprises occur) 

 

9) Discipleship is stressed in the gospel – what are the characteristics of a true disciple 

(follower of Jesus) and what does he expect of his followers? 

 



Center of Mark’s Gospel (8:27- 9:52) 

 

    

Revelation of Jesus’ True Messianic Mission and How to Be a Disciple [follower] of 

Jesus 

 

8:22-26 – gradual healing of a blind man (symbolic of apostles’

  weakness of faith in previous chapters) 

 

 

Literal meaning of “carrying one’s cross”  Symbolic meaning of “carrying one’s 

cross” 

Jesus will suffer, die and rise “death to self” through living these virtues:  

and says disciples will as well  

         

1 Caesarea Philippi (8:31 – 38)    Honest faith (9:24) 

 

        Prayer (9:29) 

 

 

 

2. Galilee (9:30-37)     Humility (9:33-37; 10:13-16) 

        

Good example to others (9:42-50) 

        

Fidelity in marriage (10:1-12) 

 

       Detachment from money (10:17-22) 

        

 

3. Road to Jerusalem (10:32-34)   Service to others (10:43-44) 

    

      

10:45 Son of man came ―to serve  

and to give his life as a ransom for many‖   

Jesus as Suffering Servant on behalf  

of others (Isaiah 53) who takes their sins onto himself 

    

 

 

10:46-52 quick healing of a blind man, Bartimaeus, who 

immediately follows Jesus  

       

(ideal disciple --eyes are opened, willingness to live 

Jesus’ way of life by literally or symbolically 

―carrying the cross‖)   

 


