
April 17, 2020


Dear Families,


The joy and peace of the Risen Christ be with you. I pray you are having a wonderful Divine 
Mercy Sunday. I want to know that I miss seeing each one of you incredibly, and that I am 
praying for you every day.  Life feels very empty without seeing you each week at St. Raphael, 
and I am joyfully awaiting the day we can gather in community again.   


 I am reaching out to update you on religious education sessions for the month of May. Since 
Governor Evers first enacted the Safer at Home order in March, religious education classes for 
grades 1-10 have been conducted remotely with resources sent by either Jenifer Jensen, Eric 
Rudd, or myself weekly on Wednesdays for parents to utilize at home to aid you in growing in 
faith as a family. It had been our hope that IF in person classes resumed in May, catechists 
would be able to build off what children had worked on at home with you.     


However, as many of you are already aware, on April 16th Governor Evers extended the Safer 
at Home order to last until at least May 26th. Due to the extension of the order, 
religious education sessions will be conducted remotely at home for grades PK-10 for the 
remainder of the RE school year, which ends on May 26th/27th. This means we will not be 
resuming weekly class sessions until September 2020. (For those of you who participate in 
Families of Faith, Fr. Tom and I will be facilitating a "Zoom" session for Families of Faith on April 
26th.)


During the month of May the RE team will continue to send you resources each Wednesday to 
help you and your child grow together in faith. If you have not been receiving weekly emails on 
Wednesday, please contact me to let me know. When you email me please provide the names 
and grades of your child(ren) so I can put you in contact with the right person to begin 
receiving at-home resources.  


In addition to providing resources for you to use at home with your child, we also hope to 
provide families with opportunities to build community and grow spiritually through prayer and 
worship during the month of May. We will also be giving families a  preview of some of the 
exciting things we have planned for next year, so be on the lookout for communications from 
the RE team over the next few weeks. The Divine Mercy of Jesus and the power of the Holy 
Spirit knows no bounds!  


A few opportunities to share with you today:

• Shared Worship: Mass streams live from St. Raphael on our Facebook page at 9 am 

every Sunday and is available for viewing afterwards should that time not work for your 
family. The recording is also available on our YouTube channel. For more information, 
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https://www.facebook.com/straphaelcatholicchurch/?eid=ARAX0BG4Ynpu7O2cgXSXCnCkhh8FFQKpbJh3qc0bayqHbH5ewjS_veStxi0S_iszE4QpTcT930JcXfD3
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ivm7OeIaQWiK9TEw1bz_w


click on the links provided. Although it is no substitute for attending in person, it allows 
us to continue to gather together as a community united in the love of Jesus.  


• Prayer: 

◦ If you are looking for a special way to pray today, click here to learn about praying the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet as a family.    

◦ The Church is open on weekdays 7 am-7 pm, Saturday 8 am-6 pm, and Sunday 10 

am-6 pm. In addition, confessions are offered Tuesdays 4:30-5:30 pm and Sat/Sun 
3:30-4:30 pm. Your family is welcome to come and pray during this time, but we do 
ask people to honor social distancing of 6 ft and that you be mindful of the 10 or less 
guidelines for the number of people present.  


• Build Community: There is a Facebook group for St. Raphael faith formation families 
that you are invited to join. This group involves families in weekly class sessions, Families 
of Faith, home study, and Lourdes Academy. It is a good way to stay in touch with our 
community and for us to share ideas for how to grow in our faith and support each other. 
Click here for the link and then ask permission to join. (I promise you'll be accepted.)  


As always please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. I am only an email or 
phone call away, and please keep me updated on how your family is doing and if you need 
help in any way. I know I speak for the entire RE team when I say we are praying for you. 
Please pray for us!


Blessings,


Jessie Adrians

Coordinator of Religious Education
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/12OyWLF3zmZ6McChnmZ5czYiPD9FFmUu8/view
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2464325780547854/

